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[bookmark: _Hlk185395244]30:1 The words of Agur son of Jakeh. The oracle. The man declares, I am weary, O God; I am weary, O God, and worn out. 2 Surely I am too stupid to be a man. I have not the understanding of a man. 3 I have not learned wisdom, nor have I knowledge of the Holy One. 
Proverbs 30:1–3 introduces a sharp shift in the book's literary landscape, moving from traditional proverbial sayings to a prophetic massa (oracle or burden). 
Agur, whose name likely means "collector" or "gatherer," opens with a raw, disarming confession of human finitude. The repetition in verse 1—"I am weary, O God; I am weary, O God, and worn out"—emphasizes a profound existential exhaustion.
While historical translations like the Septuagint and some Jewish versions view Ithiel ("God with me") and Ucal ("I am able" or "consumed") as proper names of disciples or sons, the Masoretic text and modern scholarship strongly support reading these lines as an honest, agonizing description of Agur's inner state.
In verses 2–3, Agur uses radical hyperbole, calling himself ba'ar (brutish, like an unthinking beast, translated here as "stupid") and lacking the binah (discernment) of a normal human. 
He confesses he has neither learned wisdom (hokmah) nor attained the (relational knowledge) of the Holy One (Qedoshim, a plural of majesty highlighting God's absolute transcendence). 
Agur is not abandoning faith; rather, he is stripping away all human pride. He stands before the infinite Creator overwhelmed, acknowledging that human intellect alone cannot scale the heights of divine wisdom.
APPLICATION: 
For men, Agur’s confession provides a refreshing and much-needed permission to stop pretending. Modern culture demands that men project constant competence, unshakeable confidence, and complete control. We often mask our exhaustion, doubt, and spiritual dryness behind a veneer of productivity or stoic silence.
POINTING TO JESUS:
Agur’s cry of exhaustion and his painful awareness of human ignorance point directly to our desperate need for a Mediator. The confession, “I have not learned wisdom... I have not the understanding of a man,” exposes the ultimate bankruptcy of human intellect when trying to bridge the gap between finite creatures and an infinite God.
Jesus Christ is the answer to Agur's and our own lament. Where we are weary, worn out, and spiritually bankrupt, Jesus invites us: “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28). 
SCRITURE CONNECTION: Job 42:3-6; Ps 73:21-22; 1 Cor 1:25-31
Vs 4 Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name? Surely you know! 
Proverbs 30:4 shifts rapidly from a confession of human ignorance to a stunning display of divine sovereignty through a series of rhetorical questions. 
Following his admission that he lacks divine knowledge, Agur challenges his audience with five rapid-fire questions echoing the cosmic themes of Job 38.
The first four questions—asking who has ascended to heaven, gathered the wind in fists, wrapped waters in a garment, and established the ends of the earth—all point to the absolute transcendence and creative power of God. 
However, the final question delivers a theological crescendo: "What is his name, and what is his son's name? Surely you know!" While the Father's name is revealed to Israel, the mention of His "son" introduces a profound mystery. 
In the ancient Near East, divine beings or kings were sometimes metaphorically called "sons of God," but here, in the context of cosmic creation, it points beyond mere human royalty. It hints at an eternal, divine plurality within the Godhead—a veiled glimpse of the Logos long before the incarnation. 
Agur uses irony ("Surely you know!") to humble any human pride, reminding them that while God has revealed enough of Himself for us to trust Him, the inner depths of the divine nature remain infinitely beyond human comprehension.
POINTING TO JESUS:
Agur’s mysterious question—"What is his name, and what is his son's name?"—finds its ultimate, glorious resolution in the New Testament. While the Old Testament audience stood in silence before this question, the Gospel pulls back the veil.
He is the eternal Son of the Creator, through whom all things were made and in whom "all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell" (Colossians 1:15–19). 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Job 38:4-6; Joh 3:13 Ps 2:7
Vs 5-6 Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 6 Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar. 
Proverbs 30:5–6 anchors Agur’s cosmic awe in the concrete reliability of divine revelation. After highlighting the unsearchable greatness of God in verse 4, Agur grounds his theology in two absolute truths: God’s word is entirely flawless, and God Himself is a defense for the vulnerable.
The Hebrew verb used for "proves true" (tsaraph) literally means to smelt, refine, or test metals in a furnace. Every word of God has been put to the fire of reality and proven completely pure and reliable. Flowing from this, God is described as a magen (shield) for those who take refuge in Him.
Verse 6 delivers a stern, urgent warning: "Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar." Building directly on foundational Mosaic law (Deuteronomy 4:2), Agur warns against human presumptuousness. To add human speculation, traditions, or manipulative spin to divine revelation is to commit spiritual forgery. It invites a divine rebuke that exposes the offender as a liar before a holy God.
POINTING TO JESUS:
Agur’s declaration that every word of God proves true finds its ultimate embodiment in Jesus Christ, who is Himself the eternal Word made flesh (John 1:1, 14). Every promise of God finds its "Yes" and its "Amen" in Him (2 Corinthians 1:20).
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Duet 4:1-2; Ps 12:6; Rev 22:18-19
Vs 7-9 Two things I ask of you; deny them not to me before I die: 8 Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, 9 lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God. 
Proverbs 30:7–9 presents one of the most remarkable and balanced prayers in the Old Testament: the prayer of Agur. Framed as a dying plea ("deny them not to me before I die"), Agur makes two interconnected requests to God that cut straight to the core of human frailty.
First, he asks God to remove far from him falsehood, deception, or vanity, as well as lying. While this includes the external deception of the world, Agur's deeper concern is likely inner integrity—he desires a life utterly stripped of hypocrisy before a holy God.
Second, he asks for the precise middle ground of economic security: "give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me" (using the rare Hebrew term meaning a designated portion or daily allotment). Agur displays profound self-awareness by explaining the spiritual dangers of both extremes. Riches breed self-sufficiency, leading a person to become "full" and arrogantly ask, "Who is the Lord?" (abandoning dependence on God). Conversely, extreme poverty breeds desperation, tempting a man to steal and thereby profane, desecrate, or drag through the mud, the sacred name of his God.
APPLICATION:
This requires deep brutal honesty about our own hearts. Most of us naturally pray for comfort, abundance, and financial safety, assuming wealth is an unmitigated blessing. Agur reminds us of the spiritual hazard of ease: prosperity often lulls men into spiritual amnesia, making them self-reliant idolaters who forget they need God. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Mat 6:11-13; Phil 4:11-13; 1 Tim 6:6-8
Vs 10 Do not slander a servant to his master, lest he curse you, and you be held guilty. 
Proverbs 30:10 introduces a sharp transition in Agur’s oracle, moving from personal prayers of humility to practical warnings about social ethics, which then cascades into a series of character portraits detailing specific types of wickedness.
The verse issues a direct command: "Do not slander a servant to his master, lest he curse you, and you be held guilty." In the ancient Near Eastern household, a servant or slave often held a position of intimate trust with the master of the house. To backbite or falsely accuse (literally to use the tongue against) a servant behind his back is an act of cowardice and malicious manipulation.
Agur warns of a two-fold consequence. First, the wronged servant may appeal to God in a bitter curse, and because God hears the cries of the oppressed, that curse carries real weight. Second, you will be held (guilty, holding a liability of accountability) before both human and divine justice.
This verse serves as the thematic bridge into the rest of the chapter. Agur is transitioning from internal heart postures (truthfulness, contentment) to exposing external, corrupt human behaviors. He begins cataloging the systemic types of destructive men that tear down communities.
APPLICATION:
Agur warns that punching down is a mark of moral bankruptcy. A man of true character does not use his position or influence to slander those who have less power to defend themselves. Furthermore, it highlights the hidden power of our words: God pays attention to how we treat the vulnerable, and malicious gossip always boomerangs back on the perpetrator. 
POINTING TO JESUS:
Jesus willingly took on the very form of a servant (Philippians 2:7). Though He was falsely accused, slandered, and condemned by human authorities, "when he was reviled, he did not revile in return" (1 Peter 2:23). Instead of cursing His accusers, He bore the curse for us upon the cross ("Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us," Galatians 3:13). 
In Him, our record of slander and guilt is wiped clean, and His Spirit empowers us to use our words to build up. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Eph 4:29; Jam 3:8-10; Col 3:22-25
Vs 11 There are those who curse their fathers and do not bless their mothers. 
Proverbs 30:11 begins Agur’s numerical list of corrupt character archetypes, focusing first on the fundamental breakdown of the family unit.
Throughout the first 29 chapters of Proverbs, the overarching refrain has been the urgent call for piety within the family unit—how a wise child brings joy to a father and a mother, while a foolish child brings grief. Here, Agur drops the instructional tone and states a grim sociological and spiritual reality: some people actively rebel against the source of their existence.
The Hebrew verbs carry profound weight. To "curse" one's father means to treat him with utter contempt, treating his authority and worth as light or worthless. Conversely, failing to "bless" one's mother highlights an active withholding of honor, gratitude, and spoken respect. 
In the ancient Near East, where family lineage and parental authority were the bedrock of society and covenant life, a child cursing parents was viewed as a capital offense. Agur is highlighting a total inversion of natural law and moral order.
APPLICATION:
While we may not openly hurl curses at our parents, many men struggle with subtle forms of dishonor—harboring bitterness, ignoring aging parents, speaking dismissively of them, or failing to show basic gratitude for the sacrifices that shaped us. More broadly, as fathers and leaders, this verse challenges us to cultivate homes where honor flows naturally. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Ex 20:12; Pro 20:20; Eph 6:1-3
Vs 12 There are those who are clean in their own eyes but are not washed of their filth. 
This verse targets the dangerous psychological and spiritual phenomenon of self-deception. The Hebrew word for "clean" implies ritual or moral purity, while "filth" refers to human excrement or foul moral corruption. 
Agur paints a vivid, unsettling contrast: an individual looks into the mirror of their own conscience and sees pristine righteousness, yet in reality, they are steeped in moral decay.
Unlike the blatant rebellion of verse 11 (cursing parents), this type of person is defined by a hardened, unyielding self-righteousness. These people have completely blinded themselves to their own sin because their internal moral compass has been warped. They do not seek cleansing because they are convinced, they are already clean.
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, Agur’s warning cuts straight to the heart of our daily walk. Men are uniquely prone to the trap of comparison and self-justification. 
This verse is a sharp call to rigorous self-examination. True spiritual maturity requires inviting the Holy Spirit to search our hearts, exposing the hidden filth we naturally try to mask, and coming to God with clean-hands honesty rather than arrogant pretense.
POINTING TO JESUS:
We cannot wash our own spiritual filth away through moral effort or self-deception. The good news of the Gospel is that we do not have to cleanse ourselves. Titus 3:5 reminds us that God saved us "not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit." 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 16:2; Rev 3:17-18; 1 Jo 1:8-9
Vs 13 There are those—how lofty are their eyes, how high their eyelids lift! 
Agur uses vivid anatomical imagery to describe the posture of pride. In the ancient Hebrew mindset, a person's physical posture directly reflects the internal state of their soul. The phrase "lofty eyes" (meaning high or exalted) and lifted eyelids describe a man who looks down on everyone else. 
This type of person is entirely consumed by self-exaltation. While verse 12 targeted internal self-deception, verse 13 exposes how that pride manifests outwardly in social arrogance and a disregard for others.
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 6:16-17; Jam 4:6; Phil 2:3-5
Vs 14 There are those whose teeth are swords, whose fangs are knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, the needy from among mankind. 
Proverbs 30:14 presents the fourth wicked archetype in Agur’s catalog, shifting from internal pride and self-righteousness to predatory exploitation.
Agur employs terrifying, violent imagery, comparing merciless oppressors to wild beasts of prey. The metaphor of teeth as swords and fangs as knives depicts individuals who use their power, influence, or wealth not to protect, but to tear apart the vulnerable.
The targets of their brutality are explicit: the poor and the needy (destitute). These are individuals who lack the social leverage or financial protection to fight back. 
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, verse 14 confronts the dark temptation to use strength, position, or economic leverage to crush others for personal advantage. Agur reminds us that God is paying attention to how the powerful treat the powerless. True masculine strength is never measured by how many people a man can dominate or outmaneuver, but by how he uses his strength to shield and defend those who cannot protect themselves. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Ps 57:4; Pro 22:22-23; Jam 5:1-4
Vs 15-16 The leech has two daughters: Give and Give. Three things are never satisfied; four never say, “Enough”: 16 Sheol, the barren womb, the land never satisfied with water, and the fire that never says, “Enough.” 
Proverbs 30:15–16 introduces the fifth element in Agur’s numerical sequence, utilizing a striking organic metaphor to illustrate the insatiable nature of greed and death: 
Agur begins with a vivid word picture of the leech (this word is derived from a root meaning to cling or suck), whose twin daughters constantly cry out with a dual demand: "Give, Give." This ravenous parasite sets the thematic template for a classic numerical proverb ("three things... four never say enough") that catalogs four relentless, bottomless voids in creation:
· Sheol: The realm of the dead, which perpetually swallows up human life without ever filling.
· The barren womb: A relentless, aching grief and yearning that constantly cries out for life.
· The parched land: Which eagerly absorbs torrential rain only to dry out and thirst for more.
· Fire: The ultimate consuming agent that devours everything in its path.

Together, these four metaphors expose a chilling reality: unbridled human appetite shares the exact same character as the grave and the wildfire. It is a bottomless pit that can never be appeased.
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, Agur’s picture of the leech and the four insatiable voids serves as a profound warning against the spiritual sickness of consumerism and unchecked desire. Modern culture operates entirely on the twin daughters' mantra: “Give, Give.”  May it not be so for you and I!
POINTING TO JESUS:
Agur’s stark description of Sheol, the fire, and the endless vacuum of human greed points directly to the ultimate human condition: we are spiritually bankrupt, dead in our sins, and swallowed up by an appetite that only leads to the grave. Yet, Jesus Christ entered our world of ravenous consumption to offer something entirely counter-cultural: living water that permanently satisfies. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 27:20; Joh 4:13-14; 1 Tim 6:6-8
Vs 17 The eye that mocks a father and scorns to obey a mother will be picked out by the ravens of the valley and eaten by the vultures. 
Proverbs 30:17 delivers one of the most jarring and visceral warnings in the entire book, returning to the theme of parental disrespect with lethal severity.
Agur zooms in on a specific anatomical part—the eye —which serves as the window of internal contempt. This is the eye that looks upon an aging or authoritative father with mockery and treats a mother's instruction with disdainful disobedience.
The consequence is terrifying: the offender's eyes will be plucked out by ravens and devoured by (vultures or young eagles). In the ancient Near Eastern world, to be left unburied and exposed to scavenging birds of prey was the ultimate disgrace. It was a sign of divine judgment. 
Agur is using hyperbole to stress a spiritual law of reaping and sowing: violent, arrogant contempt for God-established authority ultimately destroys the rebel from the inside out.
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Duet 21:18-21; Pro 20:20; Eph 6:1-3
Vs 18-19 Three things are too wonderful for me; four I do not understand: 19 the way of an eagle in the sky, the way of a serpent on a rock, the way of a ship on the high seas, and the way of a man with a virgin. 
Proverbs 30:18–19 presents another classic numerical riddle. Agur uses the Hebrew word for "wonderful," "extraordinary," or "too difficult" to describe phenomena that leave no physical trace behind them.
· The eagle in the sky and the ship on the sea leaves behind no permanent path or track in the air or water; they pass through, and the medium instantly closes behind them.
· The serpent on a rock leaves no footprints or slime trail on hard stone.
· The way of a man with a virgin (or young woman) points to the mysterious dynamics of courtship, attraction, and the profound union of two hearts that leaves an indelible, life-changing mark without mechanical explanation.
The common thread linking all four is undetectable movement, and mysterious mastery without a visible mechanism. Agur is marveling at the hidden ways of the Creator, acknowledging that human intellect cannot map out every wonder of the natural and relational world.
APPLICATION: 
For Christian men, Agur’s reflections invite us into a posture of holy curiosity and wonder. In our hyper-technical, data-driven world, we often labor under the illusion that everything can be measured, dissected, and completely explained. Agur reminds us that the universe is full of mysteries that defy human control. 
POINTING TO JESUS:
Just as the eagle and the ship leave no trace behind, the presence and work of the Holy Spirit move mysteriously through human history—"The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes" (John 3:8). 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Ecc 11:5; Joh 3:8; Eph 5:31-32
Vs 20 This is the way of an adulteress: she eats and wipes her mouth and says, “I have done no wrong.”
Proverbs 30:20 serves as a sharp, sobering contrast to the innocent mysteries listed in the previous verses, shifting from the untraceable paths of nature to the calculated deception of the unrepentant heart: 
Agur builds on the numerical pattern of verses 18–19. While those verses highlighted paths that leave no physical trace (the eagle, the ship, the serpent), verse 20 exposes a different kind of "leaving no trace"—the chilling, sociopathic ease with which an unfaithful person conceals moral guilt.
The imagery is domestic yet deeply unsettling. The adulteress partakes in her sin ("eats"), casually cleans up any visible evidence ("wipes her mouth"), and looks everyone in the eye with utter composure, claiming innocence ("I have done no wrong"). 
There is no outward panic, no visible remorse, and no public sign of moral corruption. Agur exposes a terrifying psychological state: a conscience so deeply cauterized that sin is consumed like a casual meal.
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, verse 20 is a flashing neon warning sign against the slow hardening of the conscience. Sin rarely begins with a dramatic, public explosion; it usually starts in secret, casual compromises.
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 9:17; 1Joh 1:8-10; Jer 2:35
Vs 21-23 Under three things the earth trembles; under four it cannot bear up: 22 a slave when he becomes king, and a fool when he is filled with food; 23 an unloved woman when she gets a husband, and a maidservant when she displaces her mistress. 
Proverbs 30:21–23 delivers another classic numerical riddle, detailing four social disruptions so destabilizing that society itself quakes under their weight. 
Agur uses the imagery of an earthquake and a structural collapse to describe social inversions where the unqualified or previously oppressed are suddenly elevated to power without moral grounding.
· A slave who becomes king: Lacking political wisdom, discipline, or preparation, a former slave thrust into absolute power often rules with a bitter, reactive tyranny.
· A fool filled with food: Prosperity or comfort does not humble a fool; rather, having his stomach full emboldens his arrogance, causing his underlying foolishness to bubble over.
· An unloved woman who gets a husband: A woman hardened by long-term rejection and bitterness, upon finally securing a husband, frequently weaponizes her newfound position.
· A maidservant who displaces her mistress: Referencing the ancient Near Eastern dynamic (seen in Sarah and Hagar), a domestic servant who usurps her mistress's authority loses all perspective, turning cruel, prideful, and unmanageable because she cannot handle social elevation.
The unifying thread is the sudden elevation of character-deficient people to positions of influence, resulting in chaos, oppression, and societal instability.
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, verse 21–23 serves as a profound lesson on character, readiness, and stewardship. In our careers, communities, and families, we often desire promotion, success, or influence. However, Agur issues a sobering reminder: position without character is a disaster waiting to happen.
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Ecc 10:5-7; Pro 19:10; Phil 2:5-8
Vs 24-28 Four things on earth are small, but they are exceedingly wise: 25 the ants are a people not strong, yet they provide their food in the summer; 26 the rock badgers are a people not mighty, yet they make their homes in the cliffs; 27 the locusts have no king, yet all of them march in rank; 28 the lizard you can take in your hands, yet it is in kings’ palaces. 
Proverbs 30:24–28 introduces another numerical riddle, shifting from societal disasters to surprising marvels found in small creatures. 
Agur here describes creatures that lack physical strength or status yet exhibit remarkable survival instincts through innate wisdom.
· The Ants: Physically weak, yet they possess remarkable foresight, laboring diligently during the harvest to secure provisions for seasons of scarcity.
· The Rock Badgers: Feeble creatures lacking defenses against predators, yet they display defensive wisdom by building secure habitations deep within impenetrable rock cliffs (Psalm 104:18).
· The Locusts: Highly vulnerable individual insects with no central commander or king, yet they exhibit astonishing collective discipline, moving in synchronized unity as an unstoppable force.
· The Lizard (or Gecko): Small and easily captured by hand, yet it possesses a tenacity that allows it to inhabit the most secure, restricted human environments, even royal palaces.
The unifying theme is surpassing limitations through strategic wisdom, discipline, and resourcefulness.  
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 6:6-8; Ps 104:18; 1 Cor 1:27-29
Vs 29-31 Three things are stately in their tread; four are stately in their stride: 30 the lion, which is mightiest among beasts and does not turn back before any; 31 the strutting rooster, the he-goat, and a king whose army is with him. 
Here in Proverbs 30:29–31 delivers the final numerical riddle of Agur’s oracle, focusing on majestic dignity and fearless composure.
Agur uses the Hebrew word for (stride, march, or stately walk) paired with a word meaning (beautiful or stately) to describe an arresting, unshakeable physical presence.
· The Lion: The undisputed king of the beasts, moving with absolute confidence because it never retreats or cowers before any challenger.
· The Strutting Rooster: A creature displaying proud, unhesitating posture and readiness. 
· The He-Goat: The undisputed leader of the flock, moving forward with authoritative swagger and posture.
· A King with his army around him: The human pinnacle of authority, walking with supreme confidence because he is backed by unshakeable military might and loyal ranks.
The unifying thread is unflinching courage, regal dignity, and commanding presence. These are figures that command immediate respect through their posture and bearing.
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, these verses offer a powerful reflection on godly confidence, composure, and spiritual posture. The world desperately needs men who walk with a steady stride rather than cowering in fear, insecurity, or compromise. Not rooted arrogance, but rooted in Christ Jesus. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 28:1; Rev 5:5; Eph 6:10-13
Vs 32 If you have been foolish, exalting yourself, or if you have been devising evil, put your hand on your mouth. 
After cataloging the catastrophic dangers of pride, foolishness, and malicious scheming throughout the chapter, Agur turns the spotlight directly onto the reader. The phrase "put your hand on your mouth" is a powerful ancient gesture of absolute silence, humility, and remorse (mirroring Job's confession in Job 40:4).
Agur recognizes that a man's pride and foolishness almost always find expression through his mouth—through boasting, arguing, self-justification, or plotting evil. Therefore, the most urgent step of wisdom is radical self-interruption: stop talking, stop defending yourself, and shut your mouth before God. It is a call to immediate, unreserved repentance, halting sinful momentum before it leads to destruction.
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Job 40:4; Mic 7:16; Jam 1:19
Vs 33 For pressing milk produces curds, pressing the nose produces blood, and pressing anger produces strife. 
Proverbs 30:33 brings Agur’s masterclass of an oracle to a punchy, clever, three-part conclusion. 
Agur employs a triple play on the Hebrew root matsah (to press, wring, or squeeze). He draws a direct line between physical pressure and its inevitable physical result:
· Squeezing milk produces butter or curds.
· Wringing the nose produces blood.
· Pressing or stirring up anger produces rib (strife, quarreling, and relational wreckage).
Just as natural laws dictate that squeezing milk or a nose yields a predictable chemical or physical reaction, the moral law of the universe guarantees that pushing anger will always explode into conflict. 
APPLICATION:
For Christian men, verse 33 serves as a vital practical warning about emotional management and conflict resolution. Men often fall into the trap of thinking they can "win" an argument by turning up the heat, raising their voices, or aggressively pushing their point. Agur reminds us that pressure always produces a mess. 
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION: Pro 15:18; Jam 1:19-20; Pro 29:22
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