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Description automatically generated]Proverbs Chapter 27 (Lesson #28)
Additional Proverbs from the Pen of Solomon

[bookmark: _Hlk185395244]As we have previously discussed, the Book of Proverbs is divided into seven distinct sections. We completed Section I (chapters 1–9) some time ago, and a many months back, we concluded Section II—the largest portion of the book—which spans from 10:1 to 22:16. Since then, we have also finished Section III (the 30 Sayings of the Wise) and the brief Section IV (additional sayings of the wise).
Today, we continue our journey through Section V (25:1 – 29:27). While these proverbs were authored by Solomon, this section is unique. 
As Proverbs 25:1 tells us:
“These also are proverbs of Solomon which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied.” (ESV)
This indicates that these specific proverbs were collected, transcribed, and added to the canon by the men of King Hezekiah approximately 250 years after Solomon’s reign. 
Hezekiah was a notable king, yet his legacy serves as a sobering reminder of the importance of finishing one’s race as faithfully as one begins it.
As we move into Chapter 27, we will spend a brief moment on each proverb, treating every one as a treasure chest of divine wisdom.


27:1 ¶  Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring. 

Solomon begins this section by grounding the reader in the sobering reality of human contingency. Solomon provides important reminders about life, about the frailty of life, and even about the uncertainty of life in this world.

Do not boast about tomorrow. For you and I are not God, we cannot see from God’s perspective, and thus we cannot know what tomorrow may bring. 

If we are not careful, we can believe that our safety, our wellbeing, our protection, comes from our assets, from the money we have in our 401K, from the security we have in our jobs.

Solomon would warn us, we have no idea what tomorrow could bring. Ask the people of Ukraine, what a certain tomorrow brought their way. 

James wrote about this very matter:
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. (Jas 4:13-16, ESV).

APPLICATION: pastoral application is clear: we must be men and women of diligent planning, but also of radical dependence.

Wisdom is not the absence of strategy, but the presence of humility. It is the ability to hold our calendars and our ambitions with an open hand, recognizing that while we may map out our path, it is the Lord who establishes our steps (Pro 16:9).

CONSIDER: 
13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. (Jas 4:13–16, ESV).
19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ (Lk 12:19–20, ESV). 

Vs 2 ¶  Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips. 
As I consider this proverb, I initially wrote: “Here Solomon provides good, wise and even spiritual advise as it relates to praise.”
But as I considered, this proverb is much more relevant today than ever! We live in a day where everyone is marketing themselves, everyone is self-promoting, everyone is seeking to pile up likes or followers. 
So this proverb is extremely relevant in the day and age where we find ourselves, so to unpack this let’s start in the middle. The consistent warning from the Wisdom Literature as well as the Bible as a whole is that of praising ourselves. The Bible provides many clear warning against such behavior:
27 	It is not good to eat much honey, nor is it glorious to seek one’s own glory.  (Pro 25:27, ESV). 

18 For it is not the one who commends himself who is approved, but the one whom the Lord commends. (II Cor 10:18). 

Instead, Solomon provides an alternative to praising ourselves, with our own tongue. Rather than praising ourselves, we should let another praise us, even a stranger, but do not do it with your own lips.

This allow the praise to originate from God and come through the mouth of another.

But there are warnings to be associated with the praise of men, not stated here, but worth remembering:
5 	A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet. (Pro 29:5, ESV). 

42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God. (Joh 12:42-43, ESV).  

Empty praise, undeserving praise, that praise which has an ulterior motive is dangerous for our souls!

So how do we allow men to praise us (for God could be moving them), and yet not fall into the snare of vanity (loving the glory that comes from men above the glory that comes from God). 

How do we make this proverb work? I believe the answer is in how we handle praise. Three recommendations:
1. Receive, Thank, and Redirect: When praise is offered, accept it with grace, 
2. Maintain Vertical Perspective: Recognize that human praise is often transient and fickle. Anchor your identity in the "praise of our Father," which is the only commendation that carries eternal weight.
3. Test the Heart: Whenever we are commended, pause to examine your internal response. Does this praise provoke a sense of superiority over others, or does it elicit a profound sense of gratitude for what God is doing through our life? 

If the former, we are in the "net" of flattery; if the latter, we are in the liberty of stewardship.
CONSIDER: Pro 25:27, Pro 27:2, 2 Cor 10:18


Vs 3 A stone is heavy, and sand is weighty, but a fool’s provocation is heavier than both. 

Here Solomon employs a classic pedagogical device, utilizing a numerical progression to drive home a difficult emotional truth. 
He begins with the physical world—the undeniable weight of a stone, followed by the crushing, shifting density of sand (likely referring to the vast, heavy accumulation of a seashore). 
No one would contest the physical reality that these objects possess significant weight; they are tangible and burdensome. 
Solomon then pivots from the physical to the psychological and spiritual, arguing that a fool's provocation—his ka'as (vexation, anger, or irrational irritation)—is more exhausting to the soul than the most daunting physical burden.
In the Wisdom Literature, a "fool" (evil) is not someone lacking intellectual capacity, but someone lacking moral and spiritual direction—one who is fundamentally "unhinged" from the fear of the Lord. 
The "provocation" of such a person is uniquely heavy because it is unpredictable and devoid of reason. 
When dealing with stones and sand, we know it weight and how it will behave. 
However, the anger of a fool is volatile; it is a burden that shifts, resists logic, and demands an endless expenditure of emotional energy.

APPLICATION: The application is twofold. 
First, when you encounter the "heaviness" of a fool’s provocation, remember that the burden is not meant to be carried alone. Just as the Lord gives us strength to bear physical labor, He provides the grace to navigate the unreasonable. 

True wisdom is learning when to engage, when to correct, and—importantly—when to step back and entrust the fool to the only one who can truly break the heart of stone. 
We should strive not to be this person. Anger is a dangerous emotion and it can cause even the wise, to “play the fool.”
CONSIDER:
12 Let a man meet a she-bear robbed of her cubs       rather than a fool in his folly. (Pr 17:12, ESV). 
3 Even when the fool walks on the road, he lacks sense,     and he says to everyone that he is a fool. (Ec 10:3, ESV).

Vs 4  Wrath is cruel, anger is overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy? 

Solomon employs another climactic triad, escalating from the explosive outward manifestations of rage to the deep-seated, corrosive power of jealousy. 

He begins with ḥēmah (wrath/fury)—a term rooted in the concept of burning heat. Solomon identifies it as or fierce. It is a violent, indiscriminate force that leaves wreckage in its wake. 

The second stage of this progression is ’aph (anger). Literally meaning "nostril," the word vividly captures the physiological reality of anger—the flared nostrils and the quickened breath of one whose internal temperature is rising. 

Solomon notes that this anger is "overwhelming" or a "torrent." It is like a flash flood; once the gates are opened, it becomes an uncontrollable, sweeping force that can overrun both the offender and the one who harbors it. We have all witnessed how quickly a heated moment can spiral into a destructive, overwhelming tide.

Yet, Solomon reserves his most sobering question for the final stage: But who can stand before jealousy? The Hebrew term translated jealousy/envy denotes a burning desire that refuses to be satisfied. 

While wrath and anger are often explosive and short-lived, jealousy is a slow-burning, calculated, and deeply pervasive cancer. It is more dangerous because it is not merely a reaction; it is a calculated obsession. 

Throughout Scripture, the destructive nature of envy has been catalogued. From Cain, to Joseph’s brothers, to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day. Envy is a horrible poison and who can stand before it!

APPLICATION: First, this proverb is a call to relational integrity: we must be careful not to unnecessarily stoke the fires of jealousy in others through vanity, preferential treatment, or boastfulness. 

Second, and more importantly, it requires a "guarding of our own hearts." Because envy and/or jealousy is powerful, we must be vigilant in rooting out its earliest signs in our own lives—such as the resentment we feel when another succeeds or the bitterness that arises when we feel overlooked.

Knowing the destructive nature of jealousy, the wise person does not simply suppress these feelings; they bring them into the light of the Lord’s presence. 

CONSIDER:
“For jealousy makes a man furious, and he will not spare when he takes revenge.” (Proverbs 6:34, ESV) 

“Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, jealousy is fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, the very flame of the LORD.” (Song of Solomon 8:6, ESV) 
“But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.” (James 3:14, ESV)


Vs 5  Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 
Here Solomon challenges our preference for comfort over truth. 
In this comparative proverb, he presents a jarring inversion of our social expectations: we typically assume that "love" should always feel gentle and affirming, while "rebuke" is inherently harsh. 
However, Solomon asserts that an open rebuke is superior to a love that remains concealed or silent when correction is needed.
The Hebrew term for "open" implies something that is uncovered, revealed, or plainly laid out. It is a correction that does not hide in the shadows of polite avoidance but addresses the issue directly for the sake of the brother or sister. 
As Solomon implies, a love that remains "hidden"—a love that sees a brother or sister "overtaken in a sin" (Galatians 6:1) and refuses to speak—is not love at all; it is apathy disguised as kindness. A "hidden" or "undetected" love is essentially impotent, as it allows the recipient to continue on a path of destruction without warning.
APPLICATION: An "open rebuke," even if it stings in the moment, is an act of faithfulness. It is far better to be corrected by a friend, or even by an adversary who inadvertently forces us to examine our conduct, than to be "loved" by those who watch us drift into error without lifting a finger to rescue us.
CONSIDER:
“Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you.” (Proverbs 9:8, ESV)

“A poor man who oppresses the poor is a beating rain that leaves no food.” (Proverbs 28:3, ESV) 

“Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?” (Galatians 4:16, ESV) 





Vs 6  Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 
This proverb serves as a corollary to the preceding verse. If verse 5 establishes that an open rebuke is superior to a silent, ineffective love, verse 6 defines the nature of that rebuke. 
Solomon draws a stark boundary between the intent of the heart and the appearance of the action. He identifies that "wounds" inflicted by a friend—the sting of hard, necessary truth—are in fact "faithful," they are trustworthy or reliable. These are the wounds of a surgeon, not a soldier; they are inflicted to heal, to excise the infection of sin, and to call the brother back from the edge of a precipice.
The "wounds of a friend" operate on the same logic as the discipline of the Father (Hebrews 12:6, 11). Just as a parent may cause temporary pain to protect a child from permanent danger, the faithful friend risks the momentary friction of confrontation for the long-term restoration of the person’s character. This is the hallmark of true covenantal love. It is a love that values the other person's eternal well-being far more than their immediate comfort.
In sharp contrast, Solomon highlights the "kisses of an enemy." The Hebrew term for "profuse" can also be translated as "deceitful," "abundant," or "excessive." The imagery is vivid: the enemy covers his hostility with an overload of affection. He offers flattery and superficial agreement—the "kisses"—not to build the other person up, but to disarm them. This is the danger we identified earlier regarding flattery: it is a "net for the feet" (Pro 29:5) because it blinds the recipient to their own errors, encouraging them to walk confidently into a trap.
APPLICATION: We must learn to distinguish between the person who offers a "painful" truth that saves and the person who offers a "pleasant" falsehood that destroys. We are often tempted to gravitate toward those who tell us what we want to hear, but we must realize that those who constantly kiss our egos may be our greatest enemies. Conversely, we must learn to cherish the friend who is courageous enough to wound us with the truth. 
CONSIDER:
“Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head; let my head not refuse it. Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds.” (Psalm 141:5, ESV) 
“Whoever rebukes a man will afterward find more favor than he who flatters with his tongue.” (Proverbs 28:23, ESV) 
 “Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel.” (Proverbs 27:9, ESV) 


Vs 7  One who is full loathes honey, but to one who is hungry everything bitter is sweet. 
Solomon takes a simple, observable reality from the physical world designed to serve as a mirror for the human condition. Once again, what is interesting is the reader is left to supply the spiritual application. 
In the Ancient Near East, honey was the pinnacle of sweetness and luxury—a highly prized delicacy. Yet, Solomon observes the physical paradox of being full: the one who is "full" (Hebrew: a soul that is gorged or satisfied) finds even the most desirable treat repulsive. 
Conversely, the one who is hungry finds that even "bitter" things taste sweet. When the physical frame is deprived, the palate is humbled. The hunger does not just make one willing to eat; it fundamentally alters the perception of the food itself. What would otherwise be rejected becomes a welcome relief.
APPLICATION: Spiritually, this proverb serves as a diagnostic tool for our hearts. The "full" person—the one who believes they have achieved enough, know enough, or possess enough—is in the greatest danger. 
When we become self-satisfied, we lose our appetite for the "honey" of God’s Word and His grace. We become desensitized to the sweetness of divine truth because our souls are gorged on the temporal delicacies of this world. Complacency is the enemy of spiritual growth; it creates a spiritual palate that is incapable of savoring the things of God.
Pointing to Christ:
In this, we see the absolute necessity of the "hunger" that Christ describes in the Beatitudes: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” (Matthew 5:6).
Christ is the ultimate answer to this proverb. In our natural, sinful state, we are like the one who is full—full of pride, full of self-reliance, and therefore blind to our desperate need for a Savior. 
We reject the Gospel because we do not yet recognize our spiritual starvation. But it is the hungry soul—the one who recognizes their poverty of spirit—who finds the "bitter" reality of the cross to be the sweetest news imaginable.
The cross, in human terms, is an instrument of suffering, rejection, and bitterness. To the self-sufficient world, it is a scandal to be avoided. But to the one who realizes they are starving for reconciliation with God, the message of the cross is the only sweetness that satisfies. 
Christ did not come for the full; He came for the hungry. We only truly taste the sweetness of Christ when we recognize the bitterness of our own need.

CONSIDER:
“Now the rabble that was among them had a strong craving. And the people of Israel also wept again and said, “Oh that we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we ate in Egypt that cost nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic. But now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” Now the manna was like coriander seed, and its appearance like that of bdellium. The people went about and gathered it and ground it in handmills or beat it in mortars and boiled it in pots and made cakes of it. And the taste of it was like the taste of cakes baked with oil. When the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell with it.” (Numbers 11:4–9, ESV) 
““Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.” (Matthew 5:6, ESV) 

Vs 8  Like a bird that strays from its nest is a man who strays from his home. 
Next, Solomon employs a simple, yet profound simile to illustrate the inherent peril of abandoning one’s divinely appointed place of security. 
The image of a bird straying from its nest serves as a masterclass in natural observation: For a bird to leave this sanctuary prematurely or aimlessly is to forfeit the very conditions necessary for its survival and growth. It is a portrait of vulnerability, as the creature trades the safety of the nest for the unpredictability and exposure of the wild.
In the second half of the comparison, Solomon pivots to the human experience. To "stray" from one’s home is not merely a change of physical location; it is a fundamental abandonment of one’s foundational stability. In the context of the Wisdom Literature—specifically the recurring warnings against the "forbidden woman" found in Proverbs 5, 6, and 7—this "straying" represents a man stepping out of the protection of his marriage and into the lair of the seductress.
The weight of Solomon’s warning is clear: home is the "castle" of companionship, covenant, and identity. When a man wanders from this sanctuary, he is not just seeking novelty; he is actively dismantling his own safety. 
He is walking away from the intimacy of his wife and the structured life that grounds his moral compass, choosing instead the lethal allure of destruction. Like the young bird that has no capacity to defend itself once it leaves the nest, the man who abandons his home enters a realm where his reputation, his family, and his very soul become prey to the predators of his own making.
APPLICATION: Men we must see the necessity of contentment and commitment. Straying from the home may have some temporary allurement, but it is folly to the highest degree. When we feel the restless impulse to "stray"—whether it is toward professional pursuits that erode our family life or emotional entanglements that threaten our marriage—we must recognize it for what it is: a foolish, dangerous departure from the safety God has provided. 
CONSIDER:
“She is loud and wayward; her feet do not stay at home; now in the street, now in the market, and at every corner she lies in wait.” (Proverbs 7:11–12, ESV) 
“Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.” (Luke 15:13, ESV) 


Vs 9  Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel. 
In this verse, Solomon employs a dual observation to describe the restoration of the human spirit. He begins with the sensory experience of the ancient Near East: "oil and perfume." 
In a world that lacked modern sanitation, fragrant oils were not merely luxuries; they were essential for hospitality, medicinal healing, and the dignity of the person. To be anointed with oil was to be refreshed, honored, and prepared for society. Solomon observes that these scents perform a work on the internal man—they "make the heart glad." They lift the spirits and break the monotony of the mundane, offering a tangible sense of well-being.
Solomon then provides the direct parallel: "the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel." The Hebrew term for "earnest counsel" is deeply significant; it literally means "counsel from the soul." This is not the hollow, polished advice of a casual acquaintance, rather, it is advice that comes from the deep, internal reserves of a person’s own life and integrity.
The "sweetness" of such a friend is that their words provide the same relief to the soul that fragrant oil provides to the body. When a friend speaks to us with soul-deep honesty, it clears our vision and can restore our resolve. 
APPLICATION: May we work to cultivate these types of deep, personal, meaningful relationships with other men that could be described as earnest counsel from a sweet friend!
This of course reminds us that Jesus is the close who sticks closer to us than a brother and His counsel always has our very best in mind. 
CONSIDER:
“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ,” (Ephesians 4:15, ESV) 
“Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head; let my head not refuse it. Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds.” (Psalm 141:5, ESV) 
“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!” (Ecclesiastes 4:9–10, ESV) 

Vs 10  Do not forsake your friend and your father’s friend, and do not go to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity. Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother who is far away.
In this proverb, Solomon addresses key relational aspects. 
He begins with a two-fold command: do not forsake your friend and do not forsake your father’s friend. To abandon a friend—especially one who has walked with you or your family through the years, or even your father’s friend (generational fidelity) is to act with a short-sightedness that severs the roots of our own support system.
The second half of the warning, "do not go to your brother’s house in the day of your calamity,"  only makes full sense when we read the conclusion. At point we would be wondering, why would I not go to a close relative, my brother in the “day of calamity.” In fact prior to reading the conclusion, I would tend to disagree.
Now the conclusion, which ties all this together: "Better is a neighbor who is near than a brother who is far away"—is not an invitation to discard familial duties. Rather, it is a call to recognize the value of the community which are close by, the neighbor who is near.
APPLICATION: When the "day of calamity" hits—whether in a family crisis, a medical emergency, or a professional failure, it is the person who is present, the neighbor who is nearby, and the friend who has remained faithful who will be our greatest asset. Wisdom is found in recognizing that availability is one of the highest forms of loyalty.
CONSIDER:
“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.”” (Luke 10:25–37, ESV) 
“Then King Rehoboam took counsel with the old men, who had stood before Solomon his father while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me to answer this people?” And they said to him, “If you will be a servant to this people today and serve them, and speak good words to them when you answer them, then they will be your servants forever.” But he abandoned the counsel that the old men gave him and took counsel with the young men who had grown up with him and stood before him.” (1 Kings 12:6–8, ESV) 
“A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24, ESV) 


Vs 11  Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, that I may answer him who reproaches me. 
Here Solomon pivots from the observations of the natural world to the sphere of covenantal instruction. The address, "Be wise, my son," carries the weight of a father’s legacy. This is not merely an academic request; it is a plea for the son to embody the wisdom that has been meticulously passed down, viewing that wisdom as the primary vehicle for relational and defensive success, understanding that wisdom is the accumulation of walking with God. Be wise my son!
Next Solomon describes the profound connection between the child’s character and the parent’s joy. "Make my heart glad," suggests more than a passing feeling of happiness; it implies a deep-seated satisfaction that comes from seeing one's life work—the investment of time, discipline, and teaching—reproduced in your child. For the father, the son’s acquisition of wisdom is the ultimate validation of his own life’s purpose. When the son chooses the path of wisdom, he is essentially honoring the father’s devotion to the truth. Nothing makes a Father who has walked with God happier than seeing his children walk with God. 
The latter half of the verse introduces a striking tactical element: "that I may answer him who reproaches me." The presence of a "reproacher" (one who taunts, insults, or challenges) indicates that the father is under constant scrutiny. In the ancient world, a man’s honor was intrinsically tied to the reputation of his household and his chilren. A foolish son is a living indictment of the father’s failure; a wise son, however, serves as a living, breathing rebuttal.
APPLICATION: This is why for a Father who possesses wisdom, we train up our children. We want them to know and walk with God, for that is what makes out heart glad. 
Seeing Christ: We see a beautiful shadow of this in the relationship between the Father and the Son. Christ’s entire life was the ultimate manifestation of "making the Father’s heart glad." In His baptism and on the Mount of Transfiguration, the Father declares, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased" (Matthew 3:17).
Also, Christ provides the supreme answer to the "reproaches" of the enemy. The Accuser (Satan) constantly challenges the faithfulness and the sovereignty of God. Yet, through the life, death, and resurrection of Christ—the truly Wise Son—the Father’s justice and mercy are vindicated. Because the Son walked in perfect wisdom and obedience, every reproach leveled against the Father’s plan of salvation is silenced. We, as adopted sons and daughters, are called into this same reality: as we walk in wisdom, our lives reflect the character of our Heavenly Father, serving as a testimony against the accusations of the world.
CONSIDER:
“The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son makes a glad father, but a foolish son is a sorrow to his mother.” (Proverbs 10:1, ESV) 
“The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him.” (Proverbs 23:24, ESV)
“I hope to see you soon, and we will talk face to face.” (3 John 14, ESV) 


Vs 12  The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.  
In this proverb, Solomon provides another example from the natural world that is meant to serve as a diagnostic test for the heart. He contrasts two figures: the "prudent" and the "simple." This is more than a comment on street-smarts; it is an assessment of one's spiritual discernment and relationship with reality.
The word translated as "prudent" carries a nuance of craftiness or shrewdness—the ability to perceive a situation for what it truly is. The prudent person is not merely reactive; they are observant. Upon "seeing danger" (or more broadly, "the evil"), they do not stand their ground to test their own strength; they take action to remove themselves from harm’s way. 
This "hiding" is not an act of cowardice, but of profound wisdom. It acknowledges that some threats are not meant to be conquered through bravado, but avoided through discernment. The prudent person understands that protection is often found in timely retreat or avoidance.
In direct contrast, we find the "simple" (naive, gullible, the one who lacks a moral compass) goes on ahead. Where the prudent perceives, the simple ignores. They "go on," they walk blindly into the path of destruction, emboldened by a lack of awareness or a misplaced sense of invincibility. They do not merely encounter trouble; they "suffer for it." They pay the heavy, inevitable price of their own lack of discernment.
APPLICATION: In a culture that celebrates 'pushing through' at all costs, biblical wisdom reminds us that true prudence is not cowardice, rather wisdom is the discernment to see where the current of the world leads to destruction and the integrity to step away.
The Pictures of Christ: In this, we see a striking tension in the life of Christ. Throughout the Gospels, there were moments where Jesus "hid Himself" or withdrew from areas where the danger was not yet in alignment with His Father’s timing. He was the ultimate "prudent" one—He knew exactly when to avoid the snare of the Pharisees or the anger of the crowd because He walked in perfect alignment with the Father’s sovereign plan.
However, the ultimate picture of this verse is found in the moment Christ refused to hide. When the danger of the Cross was in front of Him, a danger far more lethal than any earthly snare, He did not "go on" blindly; He walked into it with eyes wide open. He intentionally did not hide. He took upon Himself the "suffering" that we, the simple ones, had earned for ourselves.
CONSIDER:
“The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.” (Proverbs 22:3, ESV) 
““Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16, ESV) 

 
Vs 13  Take a man’s garment when he has put up security for a stranger, and hold it in pledge when he puts up security for an adulteress.  

This is a very tough Proverb, here Solomon returns to the theme of suretyship (the act of guaranteeing another person's debt). This is a recurring warning throughout Proverbs. 

In the ancient Near Eastern context, taking a garment as a pledge was a standard, although very serious, legal safeguard. A man’s garment was often his most essential possession, it was his coat by day and his blanket by night. To take it as collateral was a way of forcing someone to face the immediate reality of their foolish financial commitments.
It seems that the command "take his garment," is not an instruction to be cruel to the destitute. Rather, it is a piece of tough-love wisdom. Solomon is prescribing a "reality check" for the one who acts as security for a stranger or, even worse, for an "adulteress" (often interpreted in Proverbs as the wayward or the morally compromised).

Rich’s oversimplified paraphrase: It is unwise to put up security for a person whose lifestyle is unwise. It may cost you.

APPLICATION: In our modern context, this serves as a warning against the "gullibility of the good-hearted." We are called to be generous, but we are also called to be wise. Often, we confuse "being kind" with "being irresponsible." Solomon warns that those who lend their name or resources to those living in folly are not actually helping; they are enabling a lifestyle that leads to ruin. Setting boundaries—even painful ones like holding a "pledge"—is a form of wisdom that protects both parties from deeper destruction.
The Picture of Christ
While this verse speaks of the cold reality of human debt and legal pledges, it provides a striking contrast to the work of Christ.

In this proverb, the guarantor (the one who pledges security for a stranger) is acting in folly and will likely lose his garment. However, Christ entered the ultimate "suretyship" for a people who were not just strangers, but enemies. He became the "guarantor" for those who had nothing to pledge.

Unlike the man in Proverbs who foolishly gambles his property for a stranger, Christ intentionally laid down His life, allowing Himself to be "stripped" of His garments at the Cross, to pay the debt of those who could never repay Him. He took the "pledge" upon Himself so that we could be released from our obligation. 

CONSIDER: 

“My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have given your pledge for a stranger, if you are snared in the words of your mouth, caught in the words of your mouth, then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you have come into the hand of your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor. Give your eyes no sleep and your eyelids no slumber; save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the hand of the fowler.” (Proverbs 6:1–5, ESV) 
“Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer harm, but he who hates striking hands in pledge is secure.” (Proverbs 11:15, ESV) 
“Be not one of those who give pledges, who put up security for debts. If you have nothing with which to pay, why should your bed be taken from under you?” (Proverbs 22:26–27, ESV) 


Vs 14  Whoever blesses his neighbor with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, will be counted as cursing. 
This proverb paints a vivid, almost humorous scene: someone showing up at a neighbor’s door at the crack of dawn, shouting a "blessing" at the top of their lungs. While the intent might be to express kindness, the method and timing reveal a lack of consideration. 
By "rising early in the morning" to impose his presence and noise upon his neighbor, the actor demonstrates that he is focused more on his own display of piety or affection than on the needs or rest of the other person.
The Hebrew phrasing suggests that the neighbor—disturbed from sleep or forced into an unwanted social interaction—will perceive this "blessing" as a "curse." It is an intrusion rather than a gift. The lesson is that wisdom requires us to consider how our actions are actually experienced by others, rather than how we intend them to be felt.
APPLICATION: True wisdom is characterized by discretion—knowing not just what to do, but when and how to do it. A "blessing" delivered at the wrong time is a failure of social stewardship; it turns a moment of potential grace into a moment of friction.
We should always consider how our help, might inadvertently frustrate the one we are trying to assist. 
The Pictures of Christ: When we consider this in light of the life of Christ, we see the perfect model of timing and appropriateness. Jesus was never intrusive; He never forced His presence upon others at an inconvenient hour. His ministry was marked by a profound sensitivity to people’s needs, rhythms, and situations. When He approached those in need, He did so with perfect timing and fully considering their current situation. 
CONSIDER:
“Be not overly righteous, and do not make yourself too wise. Why should you destroy yourself?” (Ecclesiastes 7:16, ESV) 
““Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” (Matthew 6:1–4, ESV) 
“To make an apt answer is a joy to a man, and a word in season, how good it is!” (Proverbs 15:23, ESV) 


Vs 15-16  A continual dripping on a rainy day and a quarrelsome wife are alike; 16  to restrain her is to restrain the wind or to grasp oil in one’s right hand. 
In this two-verse proverb, Solomon equates a "quarrelsome wife”, literally in the Hebrew, a “woman of contentions” to a "continual dripping on a rainy day." Anyone who has lived in a dwelling with a leaky roof knows the specific psychological toll of this sound. It is not necessarily loud or dangerous, but it is persistent, rhythmic, and inescapable. It wears down the resolve of those inside. 
By linking this to the "quarrelsome" person, Solomon highlights that the damage done to a home by constant bickering is not always through a sudden explosion, but through the slow, steady erosion of peace and comfort.
The second verse provides the sobering conclusion. Solomon offers two metaphors for the futility of trying to force a change through direct suppression: "restraining the wind" and "grasping oil in one’s right hand."
To grasp oil is to see it inevitably slip through one’s fingers, no matter how tightly the fist is clenched. To restrain the wind is a classic ancient idiom for an impossible, superhuman task. 
APPLICATION: Solomon is teaching a hard lesson about human agency: one cannot "force" another person to be different, especially when they are committed to a pattern of contention. The more one tries to exert control over such a situation through force or suppression, the more the situation slips away. It is a cautionary word for the husband—or indeed anyone caught in a cycle of constant debate—that trying to "win" a quarrelsome person by force is as futile as catching the wind.
POINTING TOWARDS CHRIST: In this passage, we should see ourselves as the contentious woman, filling our lives with noise and resistance. We can attempt to manage our lives alone, which is like the grasping of oil. 
Christ, however, does not deal with us through the futile "restraint" described here. Instead of trying to force us into submission, He brings the peace that stills the storm. Where we are like the restless, quarreling wind, Christ is the One who stood in the boat and said, "Peace, be still."
The Gospel provides the only true remedy for the "quarrelsome" heart. We are made new, not by human force or the vain attempt to control others, but by the transformative power of the Holy Spirit. Christ took the ultimate "dripping" of our sin and rebellion upon Himself at the Cross so that we might finally find rest. Through His grace, the contentiousness is replaced by a spirit of gentleness—a peace that can be held, not because we grasp it with our own strength, but because He holds us in His.
CONSIDER:
“A foolish son is ruin to his father, and a wife’s quarreling is a continual dripping of rain.” (Proverbs 19:13, ESV) 
“It is better to live in a corner of the housetop than in a house shared with a quarrelsome wife.” (Proverbs 21:9, ESV) 
“The beginning of strife is like letting out water, so quit before the quarrel breaks out.” (Proverbs 17:14, ESV) 


Vs 17  Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 

Here we find one of the most well-known proverbs in the entire book. This is the theme verse for the local ministry “Iron Sharpens Iron” and I am assuming it is the reason behind the men’s Sunday School class here at FBFirst called “Iron Men.” 
The metaphor of "iron sharpening iron" speaks to the reality of friction. In the Ancient Near East, an iron blade did not become sharp by resting against another; it required the heat, the pressure, and the abrasive action of one against the other. To sharpen is to refine, and refinement is rarely comfortable. Solomon observes that just as the smith uses one piece of metal to grind away the dullness of another, men are designed to use their lives to grind away the dullness, pride, and complacency in each other.
The proverb holds a profound anthropological truth: "one man sharpens another." A man who lives in total isolation or surrounds himself only with those who offer no resistance will inevitably become dull. He lacks the "grindstone" of accountability, iron-willed integrity, and godly correction. 
If this is true in the natural, it is imperative in the spiritual. A man’s walk with Christ is not a solitary journey. The "sharpen" believer is one who has allowed the Holy Spirit to use other believers as the instruments of his refinement. We sharpen one another by confronting error with truth, encouraging endurance when we grow weary, and holding one another to the standard of the Gospel.
APPLICATION: What kind of men are you surrounding yourself with? For it is only truly “Iron Men” who can aid us in grinding away, the things in our life that our not pleasing to our Great King! 
The Picture of Christ: The ultimate "Sharpener" is Christ Himself. While we are called to sharpen one another, we recognize that it is Christ who first sharpened us by the "sword of the Spirit"—the Word of God (Heb 4:12). Christ is the only one who can handle the iron of our lives without breaking us; He is the Master Smith who knows exactly how much pressure, how much fire, and how much "friction" we need to become fit for His service.
In the Upper Room, Jesus washed the feet of His disciples—a service that prepared them for the work ahead. He provided the ultimate example of a man who makes His brothers better. He did not merely "sharpen" them with words; He refined them by His life, His sacrifice, and His persistent grace. When we sharpen one another, we are simply participating in the work that Christ began in us: the work of removing our dullness so that we might cut through the darkness of this world with the truth of His Kingdom.
CONSIDER:
“Oil and perfume make the heart glad, and the sweetness of a friend comes from his earnest counsel.” (Proverbs 27:9, ESV) 
“Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy.” (Proverbs 27:6, ESV) 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,” (Hebrews 10:24, ESV) 
Vs 18  Whoever tends a fig tree will eat its fruit, and he who guards his master will be honored. 
In this proverb, Solomon links the concepts of diligence and loyalty to their inevitable rewards. He bridges the gap between labor and inheritance, suggesting that life is a system of sowing and reaping, where faithfulness to one's responsibilities invariably leads to a place of honor.
In the ANE, a fig tree was a prized possession, but it required constant, patient care—pruning, watering, and protection from pests. Solomon’s observation is simple: there is no harvest without the "tending." The one who stays with the task, who puts in the long hours of maintenance, is the one who enjoys the sweetness of the fruit. 
In our fast-paced culture, this is a call to consistency. Spiritual maturity and the "fruit" of a life well-lived are not gifts given to the passive; they are the result of daily, quiet tending to the things God has placed under our care.
The second half of the proverb shifts from agriculture to service. To "guard" one’s master is to be a faithful steward of his interests, his reputation, and his safety. Solomon observes that such singular, selfless loyalty does not go unnoticed. While the world may encourage us to seek our own advancement, Solomon teaches that the path to true honor is found in being a faithful guardian of the master’s mission. It is a reversal of worldly wisdom: by prioritizing the Master’s agenda, the servant secures his own status and reward.


APPLICATION: This verse hits at the heart of our identity as followers of Christ. We are both "tenders" of His vineyard and "guards" of His interests.
· We tend the tree: We are called to cultivate the fruit of the Spirit in our lives and the lives of those we lead.
· We guard the Master: We are called to be vigilant in our devotion, defending the integrity of the Gospel and living in a way that brings honor to His Name.
The Picture of Christ: This proverb finds its ultimate fulfillment in the life of Jesus. He is the perfect Servant who guarded the Father’s interests above His own. Because of His faithfulness, the Father has given Jesus a name which is above all names (Phil 2). 
Furthermore, Christ invites us into this honor. He tells us that when we serve Him faithfully, we will hear those beautiful words: "Well done, good and faithful servant" (Mat 25:21). 
CONSIDER:
“Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Or who tends a flock without getting some of the milk?” (1 Corinthians 9:7, ESV) 
“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’” (Matthew 25:21, ESV) 
“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.” (Proverbs 12:15, ESV) 

Vs 19  As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man reflects the man. 

Here again like verse 17, Solomon chooses a metaphor that would have been very familiar to his audience.
In the ancient world, still water was a fantastic and inexpensive mirror. One could not look into it without seeing their own image staring back. Solomon uses this common experience to teach a profound lesson about the human condition: the heart is not a private chamber hidden from view; it is the defining feature of who we are.
While we may cultivate a polished exterior, a refined reputation, or a carefully curated public persona, the "heart" (lēb)—the seat of our desires, motives, and secret thoughts—is what truly defines our nature. 
Just as the water provides an unavoidable reflection of the face, our actions, speech, and patterns of life provide an unavoidable reflection of what is happening within our hearts. There is no hiding from the reality of our own internal state.
Solomon’s unstated point is that you cannot be one thing on the inside and another on the outside for very long. Eventually, the "water" of our circumstances (the pressures of life, the heat of conflict, the weight of decisions) will force the truth of our hearts to the surface. 
A man is not what he claims to be; he is what he thinks and chooses when no one is watching. The heart is the "man." If the heart is deceitful, the man is deceitful. If the heart is set on wisdom, the man will reflect that wisdom in his daily walk.
APPLICATION: For the Christian, this verse is a call to radical honesty before God. We are called to "keep our hearts with all vigilance" (Pro 4:23), because the heart is the "man" the Lord sees. God does not look at the outward appearance; He looks at the heart (1 Sam 16:7). The question for the believer is not "What do others see?" but "What does the Lord see when He looks into the mirror of my heart?"
The Picture of Christ: This proverb finds its ultimate, glorious resolution in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only man whose heart perfectly reflected the Father. When Philip asked Jesus to "show us the Father," Jesus replied, "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father" (John 14:9). In Christ, there was no distortion between the internal and external. He was the "image of the invisible God" (Col 1:15), the one in whom the heart and the life were in total, perfect alignment.
When we look into the "water" of God’s Word, the mirror of the Gospel, we are meant to see our own hearts reflected, revealing our desperate need for a Savior. We see that our reflection is distorted by sin, and we are led to the one Heart that was never broken, never stained, and never deceptive. 
CONSIDER:
“The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.” (Luke 6:45, ESV) 
“he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all their deeds.” (Psalm 33:15, ESV) 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9, ESV) 


Vs 20  Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied, and never satisfied are the eyes of man. 

In the Wisdom Literature, the pairing of Sheol and Abaddon appears three times (Job 26:6; Proverbs 15:11; 27:20). Sheol represents the realm of the dead, while Abaddon literally denotes "perishing" or "destruction."
Solomon begins with an observation that we have all witnessed: the grave is insatiable. Throughout human history, the grave has claimed nearly every soul; only two individuals—Elijah and Jesus—have escaped its hold. Among the billions who have lived on this earth, the abode of death has been the destination for all others.
Yet, Solomon draws a startling parallel: just as the grave is never satisfied, neither are the eyes of man. He warns that the human eye is too insatiable. Whether through the pursuit of forbidden lovers or the restless craving for more, the eyes of man seek a fulfillment they can never reach.
APPLICATION: Recognizing our identity apart from Christ and the guidance of the Holy Spirit is essential. When we pull away from God and resist the work of the Spirit, we open the door for our sinful nature to take control. At its core, that fallen nature is characterized by a hunger that is never satisfied.


POINTING TO CHRIST: The insatiability of the human eye serves as a diagnostic tool, revealing the profound void in the soul apart from its Creator. This restlessness is evidence that we were made for something—and Someone—greater.
1. The Bread of Life: Jesus provides the only remedy for this hollow craving. He declared, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (John 6:35, ESV). There is only one who can truly quench the thirst of the human heart: the Lord Jesus.
2. The Conqueror of the Grave: While the grave is insatiable, there is one who has defeated death, hell, and the grave, breaking their stronghold on humanity. Jesus not only conquered these realms but fundamentally changed the destiny of mankind. Through Him, our trajectory is shifted from Abaddon (perishing) to eternal life.
CONSIDER: 
“All things are full of weariness; a man cannot utter it; the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear filled with hearing.” (Ecclesiastes 1:8, ESV) 
“The leech has two daughters: Give and Give. Three things are never satisfied; four never say, “Enough”: Sheol, the barren womb, the land never satisfied with water, and the fire that never says, “Enough.”” (Proverbs 30:15–16, ESV) 
““Moreover, wine is a traitor, an arrogant man who is never at rest. His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death he has never enough. He gathers for himself all nations and collects as his own all peoples.”” (Habakkuk 2:5, ESV) 
Vs 21  The crucible is for silver, and the furnace is for gold, and a man is tested by his praise. 

Solomon employs a powerful three-part comparison here, utilizing two familiar industrial processes to arrive at a piercing truth about the human heart.

First, he establishes that the crucible is for silver; it is a functional necessity for removing impurities to produce usable metal. 

Second, he notes that the furnace is for gold—a parallel process reinforcing the same reality: if you want pure, high-value gold, you must subject it to the intensity of the furnace.

Finally, Solomon reaches his point: humanity is also refined by fire. However, the "furnace" for a man is the crucible of praise. Just as high heat separates base dross from precious metal, the way a man handles praise reveals what is truly beneath the surface of his character.

APPLICATION: For men, the handling of praise is the ultimate stress test. When we are commended for our work, our leadership, or our achievements, where does that glory settle? Are we men who seek to hoard glory for ourselves, or are we men who possess the spiritual maturity to reflect that glory back to the Giver of every good and perfect gift? Praise acts as a revealer of the soul; it exposes whether we are driven by ego or by a desire to honor God.



POINTING TO JESUS: While praise often acts as a trap for the sinful nature of man, it serves as the ultimate triumph for the perfect Son of God.

Jesus is the only man who has ever lived who handled the praise of men—and the judgment of men—with absolute perfection. Throughout His ministry, when the crowds sought to make Him king or heap accolades upon Him, He never once allowed the "furnace" of human praise to shift His focus. He consistently deflected all glory to the Father, demonstrating that His identity was not tethered to human opinion, but to the will of God. 

CONSIDER: 
“The crucible is for silver, and the furnace is for gold, and the LORD tests hearts.” (Proverbs 17:3, ESV) 
“For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7, ESV) 
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” (Philippians 2:3, ESV) 

Vs 22  Crush a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his folly will not depart from him. 

Solomon shifts from the refining fires of the previous verse to the brutal labor of the mortar and pestle. 

In the ancient world, this was a common, grueling task—repeatedly pounding grain to separate the husk from the kernel. By suggesting that a fool could be subjected to this same crushing process alongside the grain, Solomon is using hyperbole to make a sobering point: there is a type of "folly" that is so fundamentally woven into a person’s character that no amount of external pressure, discipline, or even "crushing" circumstances can grind it away.

While the furnace of praise (v. 21) refines the godly man, the mortar of affliction is useless against the deep-seated rebellion of the fool. The fool’s problem is not external; it is an internal defiance of wisdom that external force cannot correct.

APPLICATION: This verse serves as a sober warning regarding the limits of human influence and the stubborn nature of the unrepentant heart. We often think that if a person just faced enough hardship, "crushing" enough trouble, or sufficient correction, they would eventually "wake up" and abandon their foolish path. 
However, Solomon reminds us that where there is a willful rejection of God’s wisdom, human efforts to change that person will ultimately fail. It highlights the desperate need for a supernatural transformation—a change of heart that only God can perform.

POINTING TO JESUS: When we realize that we cannot "grind" the folly out of ourselves—or others—we are pointed directly to the necessity of the Gospel.

We cannot purify ourselves through the intensity of our own works or the crushing weight of our failures. The folly we carry in our own nature is too deep for our own hands to remove. Only the internal work of the Holy Spirit, made possible by the sacrifice of Christ, can replace a heart of stone with a heart of flesh (Ezekiel 36:26).

Second, the ultimate "crushing" mentioned in Scripture was not reserved for the fool, but for the righteous Son of God. Isaiah 53:10 tells us that “it was the will of the Lord to crush him.” Jesus allowed Himself to be crushed in our place—taking the weight of our folly, our rebellion, and our sin upon Himself at the Cross.

CONSIDER:
“Like a dog that returns to his vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.” (Proverbs 26:11, ESV) 
“Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil.” (Jeremiah 13:23, ESV) 
““Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.” (Matthew 7:6, ESV) 

Vs 23-27  Know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to your herds, 24  for riches do not last forever; and does a crown endure to all generations? Vs 25  When the grass is gone and the new growth appears and the vegetation of the mountains is gathered, 26  the lambs will provide your clothing, and the goats the price of a field. 27  There will be enough goats’ milk for your food, for the food of your household and maintenance for your girls

This concluding poem of the chapter functions as an agrarian manual for diligence, using the metaphor of animal management to teach the principles of stewardship. Solomon begins with an urgent imperative: “Know well” (in the Hebrew, literally "knowing, you shall know"). This denotes a thorough, intimate familiarity with one's assets. In the ancient Near Eastern context, the flock was the primary source of capital.
The rationale in verse 24 shifts to the transience of worldly stability. By pairing “riches” with the “crown,” Solomon highlights that neither private wealth nor public power is immutable. 
Verses 25–27 transition to the cyclical nature of God’s provision. The mention of grass appearing and vegetation being gathered reflects the rhythms of the seasons. Solomon argues that when a man is diligent in his "flocks"—the responsibilities entrusted to him—the land itself, through the grace of God, yields a surplus that provides clothing, assets (the price of a field), and sustenance for the household.

APPLICATION: For men, this passage is a call to active stewardship. It is easy to become detached from the "flocks" God has placed in your care—whether that is your business, your career, or your family—by delegating everything to others or losing yourself along the way. 
Solomon reminds us that leadership requires proximity. You cannot effectively lead what you do not know. A man who ignores the "condition of his flocks" is a man who presumes upon a stability that does not exist. True character is found in the daily, often mundane, act of paying attention to the details of your life. Stewardship is not just about managing money; it is about managing the human and material resources entrusted to your care with such intentionality that those you lead are well-clothed, well-fed, and secure.
POINTING TO JESUS: 
While Solomon warns that human crowns and earthly riches are fleeting, we look to the one who holds a crown that does endure to all generations. 
Jesus Christ is the ultimate Shepherd who knows the condition of His flock—every individual soul—with infinite intimacy. Unlike the temporal wealth Solomon describes, Jesus provides a "maintenance" that does not fade with the seasons.
Where our own efforts at stewardship eventually fail because of the transience of this life, Christ’s finished work provides the eternal covering we cannot produce ourselves. 
He is the Good Shepherd who not only knows the condition of His sheep but laid down His life to ensure they would lack nothing. Through His resurrection, He guarantees an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. 
CONSIDER:
““One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own?” (Luke 16:10–12, ESV) 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” (Psalm 23:6, ESV) 

Men, I present to you Proverbs chapter 27, the Wisdom of Solomon as collected by the men of King Hezekiah, but we recognize that all scripture is...
God breathed, this is the wisdom of God! 
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