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General housekeeping:

1) As we come to Romans, I am reminded that Christians often have their own language, and this language can be very confusing for seekers or even new followers. We use words like justification, sanctification, theology and ecclesiology. 

I will do my best to define words as we go, but I want to provide you with a few to add to your internal dictionary:
Christology -  Χριστός (khris-tos’) – anointed
Eschatology - ἔσχατος (es’-khat-os) – last or end
Ecclesiology - ἐκκλησία (ek-klay-see’-ah) - church
Soteriology - σωτηρία (so-tay-ree’-ah)- salvation or deliverance
Theology - θεός (theh’-os) - God

We will come across others “Christian” words as we go and I will define them. But if I fail to, please call me out!

2) At the very end of this introduction you will find a timeline for Paul and the Study of Romans (pages 15-16). You may want to keep that handy in your Bible as we work through the book of Romans. It may prove to be useful. 


Author:

It is widely agreed upon that Paul is the author of Romans, equally the title of the letter indicates that Paul wrote the letter. It is important to note that Paul used a scribe conduct the actual writing itself, the scribe is identified in 16:22: “I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord.” (Ro 16:22 ESV)

Also, in the letter Paul commends a woman named Phoebe:
“I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, 2 that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well” (Ro 16:1-2 ESV). Phoebe is likely the person who delivered the letter to Rome. She resided in Cenchreae, which was near Corinth and was one of its port cities. Keep this in mind as you think about this letter.  

This amazing epistle was written by a man originally named Saul, after the first king of Israel, and, like his namesake, was of the tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5). He was born in Tarsus (Acts 9:11), a prosperous city just off the northeastern Mediterranean coast in the province of Cilicia, located in what is modern Turkey.

The man writing this letter (humanly speaking) is the most brilliant scholar (outside of Jesus Christ) the church has ever known. He was a brilliant Jewish scholar and also a Pharisee who was trained by Gamaliel, one of the leading Pharisees of his day (Act 5:34), yet he was also aware of many modern philosophies and different religious and philosophical dogmas. He was quite comfortable quoting modern secular writers and poets, when those words were in line with the truth he was attempting to convey. Some examples are listed below:

In Acts 17:28, Paul wrote: “for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.'” Paul quoted “the first half of the fifth line, word for word, of an astronomical poem of Aratus, a Greek countryman of the apostle, and his predecessor by about three centuries. But, as he hints, the same idea can be found in other Greek poets. They probably meant it in a pantheistic sense; but the truth which it expresses the apostle turns to his own purpose—to teach a pure, personal, all powerful, spiritual God. 

In First Corinthians 15:33, Paul wrote: “Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.” The phrase “Bad company ruins good morals” are found in a play by Menander (4th-3rd century B. C.) but had likely become a common saying by Paul’s time.” In Titus 1:12, Paul wrote: “‘One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’” Scholars tell us that he is likely quoting Epimenides, a native either of Phæstus or of Cnossus in Crete. In this case Paul quotes this supposed prophet to highlight the folly of the point. I say all this to highlight the fact the Paul was a very learned man both in Hebrew, Christian, and even secular traditions. He was a scholar.  

On the matter of his understanding of Christian truth, we are told that he was personally taught the gospel by the Lord Jesus Christ and as such has a profound and amazing depth of understanding as it relates to the gospel. In Galatians 1:11-12 Paul wrote:
“For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man's gospel. For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
Therefore, we should not be surprised to learn that the apostles to the Gentiles has the deepest understanding of the gospel, which in-turn, because he was a Pharisee provides him with amazing insights into the Old Covenant. Solomon was one of, if not the smartest man who ever lived. Paul is the most gifted Professor of the Religion of the one true and living God who has ever lived.

When we read behind Paul, we must pay careful attention to every single word he uses, for each word seems carefully chosen and is loaded with theological insight. With Paul there are very few “wasted words”, but instead every word is meant to convey instruction. As we go through Romans, you will see how each word seems to be brimming with deep theological insight and wisdom. We will be astounded by the way his mind flows from topic to topic and how he is able to dismantle arguments even before our minds are able to fully form them. Apart from Jesus Christ, Paul is the greatest gift ever given to the New Testament church. He had a profound understanding of the Old Testament and is able to pull it into the New Covenant context and show us the new was always the endgame.

One additional thought about Paul and the book of Romans. There will be times when we may not agree on what Paul means. Paul is going to take us into deep water and at times and we may, from the same words, come to slightly different conclusions. If you think I am kidding about the depth of Paul’s teaching, I will quote Peter: 
“14  Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15  And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16  as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.” (2Pe 3:14-16 ESV)

If there are things that Paul taught that were “hard to understand” for a fellow apostle, a man who had walked with Jesus, then we need to be humble and recognize that although everything may be crystal clear to us, we may be wrong in some of our conclusions. Where the Bible speaks with clarity, we can proclaim with boldness. But, on the ancillary matters, we should proceed with caution and show grace to one another. Paul says it this way in Romans 14:19: “So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date and Location:

[bookmark: _Int_w1mlijgh][bookmark: _Int_17EU5MbZ]Most scholars agree that Paul wrote the letter to the Romans on the third missionary journey around 57AD (Acts 20:2-3). As mentioned earlier, Phoebe is likely the person who delivered this letter to Rome and the reality that she resided in Cenchreae, which was a port town 6.5 miles east of Corinth, supports our understanding that Paul wrote this letter while in Corinth. 

Having completed his work in the eastern part of the Roman Empire, Paul hopes to travel to Rome and then ultimately on to Spain. 

The scriptures make it clear that Paul wanted to first go to Jerusalem and deliver the money he had collected from the Gentile churches (Rom 15:23-32 and Acts 19:21). 
“23  But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come to you, 24  I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25  At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26  For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem. 27  For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. 28  When therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. 29  I know that when I come to you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.” (Ro 15:23-29 ESV)

Here within these verses, which we will dive into in due time, Paul provides a three-stage itinerary. 
1) Stage one - Delivering the aid from the Gentile churches to the Jewish church was important to Paul. He likely saw this as a way to deepen the relationship and build solidarity between the two. 
2) Stage two – Stopping off in Rome, when he would come there with the “fullness of the blessing of Christ” (12:29).
3) Stage three – To go to Spain and to begin to minister in Spain. 

Paul’s chief aim was not Rome, he viewed Rome as little more than a stopping off point in his planned journey to Spain. We see this clearly in his explanation: 

What we see is that Paul having ministered in the major metropolitan centers throughout southern and western Asia Minor has now set his sights (God willing) on a territory untouched by the gospel, namely the far western end of the Mediterranean Sea (Spain).

Paul was a true missionary at heart!


The Venue:

The book is clearly written to all who are Rome, who are called to be saints. “To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ro 1:7 ESV) Keep in mind Paul has never visited the church in Rome, although as we will see a little later, Paul knew many of the believers in Rome. 

The first question that we should have: If Paul, the great missionary to the Gentiles did not establish the church in Rome, then where did the church in Rome come from? 

The most likely scenario is that there were Jews who resided in Rome, who were in Jerusalem during Pentecost in 33AD, following the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. They were there (being required to be there for Pentecost). Many of these Jews who lived in Rome, heard the gospel as preached by Peter, believed the gospel, and became followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. We read this in Acts chapter 2:  
“1 ¶  When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. 2  And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3  And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. 4  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 5 ¶  Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. 6  And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. 7  And they were amazed and astonished, saying, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8  And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 9  Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10  Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11  both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians —  we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God." 12  And all were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 

We further read in verse 41: 
41  So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.” (Ac 2:36-41 ESV)

[bookmark: _Int_EyTcImWb]So, following Pentecost in 33AD, we should imagine Jewish men, and possibly women, went back to Rome, back home as brand-new followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. These Jewish believers would have been discussing Jesus in the synagogues with their Jewish friends and family members in Rome. These Jews who resided in Rome had not moved to Jerusalem, but took a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and so they went back home. 

The church in Rome was birthed, more than likely, by Jewish converts to Christianity. 

So, you have this in your notes: The Roman Catholic Church holds that Peter started the church in Rome. This is not supported by Scriptures and is very unlikely for a number of reasons:
1) Whenever we see Peter he is in the region of Jerusalem.
2) Peter was still in Jerusalem in 50AD at the Jerusalem Council when they took up the matter of circumcision and the Gentiles connection with the Law, we read about this in Acts 15. It is unlikely Peter went back and forth between Jerusalem and Rome.
3) Paul refers to himself as the teacher and apostle to the Gentiles (II Tim 1:11) and the book of Acts bears that reality out. 
4) Paul never implies Peter started the church in Rome in the letter to Rome.

The most likely scenario is a church is planted in Rome following Pentecost and it slowly starts to grow and flourish. The believers, this young church in Rome would have been meeting in homes. In chapter 16, as Paul is sending his closing greetings he mentions a number of different people and a few different groups. We read this in Romans chapter 16: “3  Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4  who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5  Greet also the church in their house... (Ro 16:3-5 ESV)
Now we are familiar with Priscilla and Aquila, Paul met them having left Athens and proceeding to Corinth during the second missionary journey: “1 ¶  After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2  And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3  and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.” (Ac 18:1-3 ESV) 

Priscilla and Aquila, were tent makers like Paul, and they were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, now we are not told if they were believers when they met Paul or if Paul shared the gospel with them and then they were saved. But ultimately, we see them ministering in Ephesus. 

Now I want to redirect your attention to something that Luke said: 
 “1 ¶  After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2  And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3  and because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.” (Ac 18:1-3 ESV)

So, looking back at Acts 18 we learn something very interesting from Luke. Notice that Luke says: Aquila and Priscilla had lived in Rome, but had to leave because Claudius had commanded “all the Jews” to leave Rome. 

Claudius was the Emperor of Rome from (41-54 AD). But why would he have commanded all Jews to leave Rome?

The Roman historian Suetonius tells us, in his work the Life of Claudius, about an important event that happened during the reign of Claudius, he describes the event like this: “Since the Jews constantly made disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus, he [the Emperor Claudius] expelled them from Rome.” Most scholars agree that Chrestus is a corruption of the Greek Christos, and these disputes were likely disputes within the Jewish community in Rome about the person and work of Jesus of Nazareth. 

The best date for Claudius’ expulsion of the Jews residing in Rome was 49BC.  The end of the second missionary journey, when Paul met Priscilla and Aquila was approximately 51AD, so all of this connects and makes sense. 

Claudius died in 54 AD and it does not appear that his expulsion decree was renewed. So, Jews would have started moving back into Rome. Romans was written approximately 57AD and guess where we find Priscilla and Aquila?

Let me show you again:   
“3  Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4  who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5  Greet also the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first convert to Christ in Asia.” (Ro 16:3-5 ESV)

Aquila and Priscilla are back in Rome and have a church meeting in their home! Isn’t it funny how small the Christian world is?

But it is not just their home. There are allusions to other home churches that are meeting in Rome. Now Paul will not use the word “church” again, so we should not be dogmatic, but many scholars and theologians believe there were and here we see  some examples As Paul is closing his letter and greeting many of the saints he knows, who are in Rome, in Romans 16:10 we read:
 “Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus.” (Ro 16:10 ESV)

“Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus.” (Ro 16:10 NKJV)

In the Greek, it literally says, greet those of Aristobulous. 

Throughout chapter 16, Paul is largely greeting individuals, but occasionally he greets what appear to be groups like those “of Aristobulus.” 

In verse 11: “Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus.” (Ro 16:11 ESV)

in verse 14 Paul says:
“Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers who are with them.” (Ro 16:14 ESV)

In verse 15 Paul says: 
“Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.” (Ro 16:15 ESV) 

Here in chapter 16 we see 28 different individuals, living in Rome, who Paul greets. But there are also groups or groupings of individuals. For sure there was the church met in the home of Priscilla and Aquila. We do not know how big the church was in Rome, but even at a few hundred there would have been multiple meeting groups, that met in multiple meeting places, that all belonged to the same church. This model is very different than how we experience churches today.  Bottom-line, it seems there were at least five groups that he addresses here. This means at least five groups that he was aware of, and he had never been to Rome. 

Now as you think about these different groups meeting likely in different places, they were still the ONE church of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is clear than Paul expected them to share this letter throughout the church in Rome, although they likely met in different places. One church in Rome, meeting in different places.

As you consider all that we have discussed, it means that the church in Rome likely started as principally Jewish coverts and with the ejection of Jews from Rome, probably turned into a principally Gentile group of believers. If this is correct, the group would have been slowly moving away from its Jewish roots to be a community comprised of predominantly Gentile believers. By the time that Paul writes this letter in 57AD, many of the Jewish believers had likely returned to Rome to reunite with Gentile believers. It is possible that different house churches aligned themselves differently, we cannot be sure. But most theologians agree, the letter to the Romans was written to Jewish (2:17; 7:1) and Gentile (1:13; 11:13) believers in Jesus Christ, who lived in Rome. Everything we can learn and understand fully supports this understanding. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


How did the Gospel ever take hold in Rome:

Another question we should ponder, at least for a second is how in the world did Christianity take hold in the Roman Empire? Let’s be totally honest, Jesus was crucified as a common criminal by the Roman government. It is true that Pontius Pilate was nudged, prodded, and even pushed, by the Jewish religious leadership, but it was the Roman government who were in control and could have affected the release and instead ordered the execution of Jesus. How is it possible that a man who died as a Roman criminal, could all of a sudden be heralded as the Messiah and God in the flesh?  How could this idea take off in Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire?

I would argue emphatically that the answer is the resurrection! Jesus’ miracles, coupled with the miracles of the apostles, coupled with the empty tomb, create a series of inconvenient and undeniable facts that no one could argue against! In spite of the Roman government executing Jesus Christ, the gospel flourished (even in Rome) because of the miraculous nature of how it started, most importantly, the empty tomb and the resurrection of Jesus being the exclamation mark, if you will at the end of the sentence.   


Theme:

Although scholars debate the exact theme or themes of Romans, my purpose is not to get into the exact specifics, but rather to state the theme of Romans in broad and undeniable terms. With this goal in mind, the theme of Romans is: “The revelation of God’s judging and saving righteousness in the gospel of Jesus Christ. In the cross of Christ, God judges sin and yet at the same time manifests saving mercy” (ESV Study Bible).   


Purpose:

The letter to the Romans provides the fullest and most detailed expression of Paul’s theology. But, it is unlikely that Paul meant it to be that, for there are many grand theological points that he does not pick up in this letter, at least not in much detail. These topics include the person of Christ (Christology) (Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15-20), details about the church (ecclesiology) (I Tim 3; Titus 1), or specifics about the Lord’s return (eschatology) (IThes 4:13-5:11; II Thes 2:1-12).

It is likely that Paul’s ultimate aim was to ensure that Jewish and Gentile believers in the Lord Jesus Christ were provided a clear presentation on the person and salvific work (both theology and soteriology) of the Lord Jesus Christ. At this point, most scholars will point out that this letter is not polemic and Paul is not addressing any issues or problems present within the church at Rome, like we see in many other letters of Paul (think of I Corinthians). They would say this is a treatise; a formal and systematic written discourse on theology and soteriology. 

At this point, I would disagree slightly and add that there does appear to be a polemic or a condition that Paul is addressing. It is the very one we would guess that must be addressed, knowing what we know about the church’s formation. If the church started largely as a group of Jewish converts, and then almost overnight became largely a group of only Gentile converts, and then after a few years Jews were allowed to return, and it became a true mixed body of believers, there is likely some confusion and even tension over food laws, festival days, and the keeping of the Sabbath. The Jewish converts would desire to keep and practice their ethnic heritage, while the Gentiles would have no such interest, we see this throughout the New Testament and I would argue, we see it here in Romans. One example for now:

“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.” (Ro 14:1-6 ESV)

Most scholars agree, it is not that there was a large number of vegetarians in Rome, but more than likely Jews, to ensure their laws of food preparations were not violated, simply stopped eating meat, while at the same time many Gentiles had no such concerns.

Equally, the one day being esteemed over other days is likely the Jewish Sabbath, while the Gentiles would have had not felt any such compulsion. 

But you see Paul’s goal, it is unity among the diversity of the body of Christ in Rome. This, in my humble opinion, is the only polemic, the only opportunity that Paul wrote about. Other than this one issue, I would agree that Romans, is largely Paul explaining the doctrines of salvation and justification. 

Now you will see this polemic come out in other verses and it will color many of Paul’s arguments. But keep in mind, he is writing to a mixed audience and he must explain freedom, yet he will not demand that Jews jettison, holy days, Sabbath keeping, or kosher food laws. Yet, he has no expectation that Gentiles should keep any of those items.

Other than this single issue, it does not appear that the letter of Romans was written in response to something that was happening, but rather this letter takes the form of a “treatise”, with this single issue buried deep in the letter. Overall, I agree, this letter addresses key theological points as they flow from the mind and logic of Paul. For the greatest part, what we find in Romans, is a free flowing presentation of Paul’s theology, how Gentiles can be incorporated with Jews into God’s people, and ultimately how being in the family of God changes our lives.  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Analysis or Outline of Romans:

There are many great outlines of the book, and here I will only provide the broad headers, a very basic framework that we will work under:

I.  The Letter Opening (1:1-1:17)

II. The Righteousness of God in His Wrath Against Sinners (1:18-3:20)

III. The Heart of the Gospel: Justification by Faith (3:21-4:25)

IV. The Assurance Provided by the Gospel: The Hope of Salvation (5:1-8:39)

V. The Righteous of God to Israel and the Gentiles: The Defense of the Gospel (9:11-11:36) 

VI. The Transforming Power of the Gospel: The Righteousness of God in Everyday life (12:1-15:13)

VII. The Letter Closing

Some Miscellaneous Statistics: 
The book of Romans contains: 7,114 words (KJV), 450 verses, that are organized into 16 chapters. For a little comparison, I Kings has 24,513 words. We spent 20 weeks unpacking those words and I suspect we will spend about that same amount of time unpacking 1/3 of the amount of words here in Romans. 
[bookmark: _Hlk120717161]The most commonly used words in the book are: God (158); law (78); Christ (66); sin (46); faith (40); Jesus (37); spirit (35); righteousness (32); flesh (23); grace (21); Israel (12) and gospel (11). 
The number of Old Testament quotes or illusions is a little surprising. There is not perfect agreement, but a widely accepted number, is that the book of Romans contains approximately 76 quotes, references or allusions. What makes this surprising, is that when we think of Romans, we understand it as Paul explaining the gospel, but he does so by quoting the Old Testament.   

What Others Have Said About Romans:
Martin Luther, in this commentary on Romans, written in 1552, Luther penned these opening words in his very lengthy introduction to the book: “This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament and the very purest Gospel, and is worthy not only that every Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but occupy himself with it every day, as the daily bread of the soul. It can never be read or pondered too much, and the more it is dealt with, the more precious it becomes, and the better it tastes.”
John MacArthur, in 1981, when he preached through the book of Romans said this to his congregation: “We embark, I believe, tonight on a life changing adventure.  I'm convinced that people will be utterly transformed in mind and heart as we move through this very special journey in the book of Romans. The reason I have that confidence is because that is what has happened in the past.  It's amazing if you just go back in history and see how the book of Romans affected people's lives. The greatest reformations and revivals that we know about were results of the power of this book.”
Chuck Missler, when he taught through the book of Romans in 2007, referred to Romans as “the most profound of all literature”, and the “definitive Gospel according to Paul.”
R.C. Sproul, in his commentary on Romans, penned in 2009, Sproul reminded readers of the impact that this book has had on Western Civilization and on some of the greatest minds the church has been given. He concludes his remarks with this simple statement: “I remind you that God has richly blessed those who have devoted themselves to the study of this book.”
Tim Keller, opens his commentary on Roman, written in 2014, with this simple, yet profound statement: “The letter to Romans is a book that repeatedly changes the world, by changing people.”
It has been said: Romans will delight the greatest logician and captivate the mind of the consummate genius, yet it will bring tears to the humblest soul and refreshment to the simplest mind. It will knock you down and then lift you up. It will strip you naked and then clothe you with eternal elegance. The book of Romans took a Bedford tinker like John Bunyan and turned him into the spiritual giant and literary master who wrote The Pilgrim’s Progress and The Holy War.
I hope as you consider the words of these bible teachers and preachers, it causes a sense of excitement to well up within you are we approach together our study on the book of Romans. Recognizing these words                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          have been repeatedly used to changes the lives of the hearers!
But it is not just what these men say about Romans, it is also how much real-estate you have reserved in your own mind to the storing of great and precious truths from the book of Romans. 
I suspect, for most, if not all of us here this morning. We have more verses from the book of Romans memorized or loosely memorized, than any other book in the Bible, with the possible exception of the Psalms. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Letter Opening

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2  which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3  concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4  and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5  through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6  including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

Vs 1- As is Paul’s custom, he identifies himself by both name and office.

Name: Paul: Παῦλος (pow’-los), means small or little. 

It is fitting, I suppose that the greatest mind the church has ever be blessed with (can I say that word?) 😊 and his name means small.

Paul was a giant in the faith, whose name meant small and he was indeed small in his own eyes. I suspect, if I could learn to minimize myself, God might be even more willing to glorify Himself through me. 

Office: 
1) He leads with the fact that he is  “servant” of Christ Jesus. The Greek word is δοῦλος (doo’-los), and points to the slaves of Paul’s day as well as the bond-servants of the Old Testament.

[bookmark: _Hlk120276769]In Roman times, the term bondservant usually referred to one who was held in a permanent position of servitude. Under Roman law, a bondservant was considered the owner’s personal property. Slaves essentially had no rights and could even be killed with impunity by their owners.

The Hebrew word for “bondservant,” ‘ebed, had a very similar connotation. Mosaic Law had conditions for an indentured servant to become a bondservant voluntarily: “But if the slave plainly says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free,’ 6 then his master shall bring him to God, and he shall bring him to the door or the doorpost. And his master shall bore his ear through with an awl, and he shall be his slave forever (Ex 21:5-6, ESV). 

Paul was a bond-servant of Jesus Christ. Let the richness of the Greek and Hebrew ideas fill your mind.  

Is it just the apostles, who should consider themselves slaves?

THEOLOGY: 
[bookmark: _Hlk120276581]All believers today should consider themselves bondservants (consider Ex 21:5-6) or slaves of Christ (1 Corinthians 7:22; Ephesians 6:5-6; 2 Timothy 2:24-25). He is our Lord and Master, and our allegiance is due to Him alone. As bondservants, we renounce other masters (Matthew 6:24) and give ourselves totally to Him (Matthew 16:24).

2) Paul was called to be an apostle.  So not just a bond-servant, but a “called” “apostle”. We need to deal with both of these words. 

Let’s deal with the word translated called first. The Greek word is κλητός (klay-tos’) and it means to invite, to be selected, to be appointed. 

3) Paul is a servant of Jesus and he is/was called to be is an apostle. The Greek word here ἀπόστολος (ap-os’-tol-os) means messenger, delegate, or one sent on a mission. In the New Testament it is not used to describe simply a messenger, but a unique and particular office, the office of an apostle. 
a. A few examples: Mat 10:2, Luk 6:13, Acts 1:26, 4:33, 5:12, Rom 11:13, ICor 9:1, ICor 12:29; 

I want you to jot this down in your mind, that Paul was called κλητός (klay-tos’) to be an apostle.  It will come back around here in a second. 

[bookmark: _Hlk120277095]THEOLOGY: To be an apostle (in the New Testament Biblical sense) there were specific requirements. 
I) [bookmark: _Hlk119740251]Term was originally used to describe the 12 whom Jesus chose (Mat 10:2, Luk 6:13, Luk 22:14).
II) Following Judas’ betrayal and suicide, Peter recommended they replace Judas with someone who was “a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 1:22).
III) Paul added reiterated that apostles were people who had seen Jesus Christ (ICor 9:1).
IV) Here in just a couple of verses we will see that that the office of an apostle, is an office a person is appointed to by Christ (Rom 1:7).
V) Finally, we see that miracles were often wrought by the hands of the apostles (Acts 2:43, 5:12, 8:18).

[bookmark: _Hlk119740323]An apostle is different than an elder (Acts 15:2, 15:6, 15:22) or a brother (Acts 11:1, 15:23, ICor 1:1) 

Still in verse 1.  We are told a forth point. 
4) Paul says that he was “set apart”, the Greek word means separated, or marked off for something.  

Paul was set apart, he was marked off, which brings us to point #5. He was set apart “to the” Gospel.

What Paul is claiming is that his life was totally dedicated to God’s act of salvation in Christ.  

5) Gospel of God.

Here we see the first appearance of the English word gospel and it is worthy of a quick introduction as we will develop this word through Paul’s teaching in Romans.

Gospel – The Greek word is translated gospel is εὐαγγέλιον (yoo-ang-ghel’-ee-on) and it means good news or glad tidings. The gospel is the glad tidings, the good news of God. 

[bookmark: _Hlk120277704]So, having mentioned the word εὐαγγέλιον (yoo-ang-ghel’-ee-on) “gospel”, Paul immediately begins to put flesh on the bones.

Paul’s mind now pivots to discuss the “gospel”, the good news of God!!

The Gospel
1) The gospel of God. Although Paul is teaching and preaching the gospel,  the source, the owner, the author is God. This is principally “HIS” good news. Now Paul will refer to it as his gospel, but he means he has made it his own, much like we must to be saved. 

The gospel is not an invention of man, but rather the plan and program of God.

2) Point 2 - Of the gospel - which he (God) promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures.

Further, the gospel is not a new or novel invention, but rather it is something that was promised through the Old Testament prophets in the Holy Scriptures (Old Testament).

We are right, when we look for the gospel in the Old Testament for it is there, in the Old Testament, in veiled form, God was promising through the prophets, the gospel, the good news!

3) Point 3 - Of the gospel – it Concerns God’s Son
The gospel is God’s plan, promised in the Old Testament by the prophets, and it is about, focuses on, revolves around, concerns His Son!

The gospel is about, God’s Son!  The gospel is not about being a good person, it is not about things we do or things we do not do. The gospel is not about our behavior.

The gospel is not a creed or a confession.  The gospel (the good news) is God’s plan, promised in the Old Testament, by the prophets and it is all about His Son, Jesus Christ!

APPLICATION: If a Jew, Muslim, or Jehovah Witness can set through the sermon with us, then that sermon was not about the gospel. 

As a teacher, I hope I never get you so deep in the Old Testament stories, that I leave behind the gospel!

Having mentioned God’s Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, it is almost like the mind of Paul races ahead to ensure we know who Jesus is:

Vs 3b –  Jesus Christ, the Son of God: Point #1:

1) Descended from David according to the flesh. 

This of course is factually true, and of course highlights Jesus’ humanity. 

But it is also highlighting that Jesus descended from the line of the legitimate kings of the combined nation of Israel, and then after the kingdom split, the legitimate line of Judah.

Jesus is the promised ultimate and final king that we have been hoping for in our study in I Kings, in fulfillment of the promise made to David in (II Sam 7:12-16). 

Paul is already laying the foundation that Jesus is the promised messiah and the ultimate king.

Vs 4 - and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord

OK, one piece of a sentence here, but a great deal to unpack to be sure we get Paul’s punch!

1) Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, did not make him the son of God, His resurrection from the dead did not cause him to become the son of God.

His resurrection from the dead, was the declaration to the entire world that Jesus Christ is the SON OF GOD!

God has raised Jesus (His Son, the second person of the Godhead) from the dead. This is the ultimate and final declaration of who Jesus is!  Notice in passing this declaration, the resurrection of Jesus Christ was in power! 

God raised Jesus, His son, from the dead to prove that he is the promised Messiah, he is God’s Son, and as we see He did so in δύναμις (doo’-nam-is), this is where we get the English word dynamite. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ, is the dynamite declaration of God to the entire creation that Jesus Christ is His Son, He is the promised  Messiah, and he is also… notice it at the end of Vs 4,

2) His identity and title: He is our Lord!  
Notice he is not just Lord, which of course He is.  But he is “OUR” Lord!

He is Jesus, who is the Christ Χριστός (khris-tos’) – the word means anointed (Messiah) who is also the Lord κύριος (koo’-ree-os) - the Greek word means master, lord, sovereign, or owner. 

This alone, in the Greek is not a definitive declaration that Jesus is God. But this combined with the facts that Paul just called him the Son of God and now Paul says he is OUR κύριος, our Lord, leaves no wiggle room to deny the divinity of Jesus!

The gospel is about Jesus Christ, who descended from King David according to the flesh, but at the same time is declared to be the very Son of God, this declaration by the Spirit of Holiness as evidenced in that he rose from the dead.

The one who did this… The God-man Jesus Christ, our Lord!
“5  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6  who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7  but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9  Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,” (Php 2:5-9 ESV)

Vs 5 – Notice that it is through the God-man Jesus, that Paul and the other apostles received grace and the apostolic office. 

That of course is correct, and the office of an apostle is not something man appoints themselves to, nor is an office that men appoint others to.  Apostles are appointed by the Lord Jesus Christ!

We see a second point worthy of our attention. God’s chief aim, it appears from this text, with the establishment of the office of apostle was to… BRING ABOUT the obedience of faith. This is an obedience that springs from faith!

Martin Luther – “We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.” 

The apostle or immediate followers, authored the entire New Testament, with only Hebrews being up for discussion and many would argue that Paul authored Hebrews.

So God had apostles in the early church for the establishment of the faith and to produce in followers thorough their teaching and the indwelling Holy Spirit, the obedience that is produced by faith. 

“For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience —  by word and deed,” (Ro 15:18 ESV)

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith — ” (Ro 16:25-26 ESV)

Finally, in verse 5, we see a third point worthy of mentioning. Namely, that Paul and the others, have been given grace, to bring about obedience that is produced by faith among all nations.

The Gospel is not a Jewish thing, any more than it is a Gentile thing.  It is an all the nations of the earth thing!

In verse 6, Paul reminds them this call to obeisance produced by faith, involves them, the believers in Rome (Jew and Gentile).  The ones who are called (there it is again) of Jesus Christ. 

Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles, but not just the Gentiles!  Here is what the Lord told Ananias:
Acts 9:15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.

Vs 7 -  Here we have the recipients of Paul’s letter. Let’s just unpack how Paul describes them:
1) To all those who are in Rome… (residents or at least currently residing in Rome). 
2) Loved by God… if you are a believer, you are “loved by God.”
I worry that we have gotten over the reality that the creator of all things, the sovereign of the universe loves us.  But that is Paul’s point. 
3) Who are “called” to be saints. 

Once again, the Greek word is κλητός (klay-tos’) - as I told you a few minutes ago, the word means to invite, to be selected, to be appointed.

Just as Paul was called to be an apostle and all that meant, you and I have been called to be saints. 

The Greek word translated “saint” is the Greek word ἅγιος (hag’-ee-os). It means called out ones, set apart ones, saints.  

You see you are I were called out of darkness, into the light, into the Kingdom of Christ, through the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is God’s eternal plan.

Vs 7 - The end of the opening salutation.
This is Paul’s standard greeting. I have said it multiple times, I will say it again, without grace there can be no peace.

We could say, No grace, no peace as well as know grace, know peace

This grace χάρις (khar’-ece) and peace εἰρήνη (i-ray’-nay). Peace (Shalom), is the common greeting for Hebrews, but Paul’s common greeting for believers is grace and peace.

Because of the grace of God, we have peace with God. 

THEOLOGY: Apart from the grace of God, men and women are enemies of God because of their sins. Our sins have not only separated us from God, they have caused us to become enemies of God, to resist God, to resent God, in fact the natural man will not receive the things of God (I Cor 2:14). 

That brings us to the end of the opening salutation, although typically a salutation is not meant to instruct it is clear that Paul’s does. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Description automatically generated]Timeline for the Apostle Paul and the Study of Romans
	33 (or 30)
	Jesus returns to Judea, is crucified, and resurrected. James the brother of Jesus becomes a believer after witnessing the resurrected Jesus (1 Cor. 15:7; Acts 12:17). Jesus ascends to the Father’s right hand (Acts 1). Jesus’ first followers receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost and many travel back to the cities and provides were they were from and begin to proclaim the gospel (Acts 2).

	33/34*
	Paul witnesses the resurrected Lord on the way to Damascus and is commissioned as an apostle to the nations (Acts 9; Gal. 1:15–16).

	34–37
	Paul ministers in Damascus and Arabia (Acts 9:19–22; 26:20; Gal. 1:16–18).

	36/37*
	Paul meets with Peter in Jerusalem (Acts 9:26–30; Gal. 1:18).

	37-41
	Caligula becomes Emperor of Rome

	37–45
	Paul ministers in Syria, Tarsus, and Cilicia (Acts 9:30; Gal. 1:21).

	41-54
	Claudius becomes Emperor of Rome

	42–44
	Paul writes to the church in Corinth about his “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7).

	44–47*
	Paul’s Second Visit to Jerusalem; time of famine (Acts 11:27–30; Gal. 2:1–10).

	46–47
	Paul’s First Missionary Journey (with Barnabas) from Antioch to Cyprus, Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, and Lystra (Acts 13:4–14:26).

	48*
	Paul writes Galatians, perhaps from Antioch (cf. Acts 14:26–28).

	48–49*
	Paul and Peter return to Jerusalem for the Apostolic Council, which, with the assistance of James, frees Gentile believers from the requirement of circumcision in opposition to Pharisaic believers (Acts 15:1–29); Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch (Acts 15:30) but split over a dispute about John Mark (Acts 15:36–40).

	48/49–51*
	Paul’s Second Missionary Journey (with Silas) from Antioch to Syria, Cilicia, southern Galatia, Macedonia, notably Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea; and then on to Achaia, notably Athens and Corinth (Acts 15:36–18:22).

	49
	Emperor Claudius expels Jews from Rome, likely because of conflicts about Jesus (Acts 18:2) Suetonius); Paul befriends two refugees, Priscilla and Aquila, in Corinth (Acts 18:2–3).

	49–51*
	Paul writes 1–2 Thessalonians from Corinth (Acts 18:1, 11; also cf. Acts 18:5 with 1 Thess. 1:8).

	51
	Paul appears before Gallio, proconsul of Achaia (Acts 18:12–17).

	52–57*
	Paul’s Third Missionary Journey from Antioch to Galatia, Phrygia, Ephesus, Macedonia, Greece (Acts 18:23–21:17).

	52–55
	Paul ministers in Ephesus (Acts 19:1–20).

	53–55*
	Mark writes his Gospel, containing Peter’s memories of Jesus; perhaps within a decade, Matthew publishes his Gospel, which relies on Mark and other sources. Paul writes 1 Corinthians from Ephesus (Acts 19:10).

	54
	Emperor Claudius dies (edict exiling Jews not renewed); Priscilla and Aquila return to Rome and host a church in their home (cf. Rom. 16:3–5).

	54–68
	Nero becomes Emperor of Rome

	55–56*
	Paul writes 2 Corinthians from Macedonia (Acts 20:1, 3; 2 Cor. 1:16; 2:13; 7:5; 8:1; 9:2, 4; cf. 1 Cor. 16:5).

	57*
	Paul winters in Corinth and writes Romans (Acts 20:3; cf. Rom. 16:1–2; also cf. Rom. 16:23 with 1 Cor. 1:14); travels to Jerusalem (Acts 21:1–16), visits with James the brother of Jesus (Acts 21:17–26), and is arrested (Acts 21:27–36; 22:22–29).

	57–59
	Paul is imprisoned and transferred to Caesarea (Acts 23:23–24, 33–34).

	60
	Paul begins voyage to Rome (Acts 27:1–2); he is shipwrecked for three months on the island of Malta (Acts 27:39–28:10).

	62*
	Paul arrives in Rome and remains under house arrest (Acts 28:16–31); he writes Ephesians (see verses for Colossians), Philippians (Phil. 1:7, 13, 17; 4:22), Colossians (Col. 4:3, 10, 18; cf. Acts 27:2 with Col. 4:10), Philemon (cf. Philem. 23 with Col. 1:7; Philem. 2 with Col. 4:17; Philem. 24 with Col. 4:10; also cf. Col. 4:9). Luke, Paul’s physician and companion (cf. Col. 4:14), writes Luke and Acts.

	62–64
	Paul is released, (at this point does he go to Spain?), writes 1 Timothy from Macedonia (cf. 1 Tim. 1:3) and Titus from Nicopolis (Titus 3:12); he is rearrested in Rome (2 Tim. 1:16–17).

	64 (July 19)
	Fire in Rome; Nero blames and kills many Christians.

	64–67*
	Paul writes 2 Timothy (cf. 2 Tim. 4:6–8). Paul is martyred in Rome

	66
	First Jewish-Roman War begins with a riot between Greeks and Jews at Caesarea; Roman procurator Gesius Florus (A.D. 64–66) is murdered and a Roman garrison wiped out; Menahem, son or grandson of Judas the Galilean, murders the high priest Ananias and seizes control of the temple; Nero dispatches Vespasian with three legions.

	67*
	Romans destroy the Qumran community, who beforehand hid the so-called Dead Sea Scrolls in nearby caves; the church in Jerusalem flees to Pella (Matt. 24:15–16; Mark 13:14; Luke 21:20–22); John migrates to Ephesus with Mary, Jesus’ mother.

	68
	Nero commits suicide; year of the three emperors (Galba, Otho, and Vitellius)

	69
	Rebellion quelled in Galilee and Samaria. 

	69-79
	Vespasian summoned back to Rome to become Emperor of Rome.

	70 (Aug. 30)
	Titus, Vespasian’s son, after a five-month siege of Jerusalem, destroys the temple after desecrating it; the temple’s menorah, Torah, and veil are removed and later put on display in a victory parade in Rome; the influence of the Sadducees ends; the Pharisee Johanan ben Zakkai escapes and convinces the Romans to allow him and others to settle in Jamnia, where they found a school.

	73 (May 2)*
	Before Roman general Silva breaches the fortress atop Masada following a two-year siege, 936 Jewish rebels commit suicide.

	77–78
	Josephus publishes Jewish War in Rome.

	79-81
	Titus becomes Emperor of Rome

	81
	The Arch of Titus, celebrating his destruction of the temple, is erected in Rome.

	81-96
	Domitian becomes Emperor of Rome.

	93–94
	Josephus publishes Jewish Antiquities in Rome.

	95*
	Amidst persecution, Clement, a leader in the Roman church, writes his Letter to the Corinthians (1 Clement) appealing for peace between the young men and elders.

	
	


This timeline was adopted and modified from the New Testament Timeline contained in the ESV Study Bible. 
* denotes approximate date; - designates date range for event; / signifies either/or
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