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Description automatically generated]Proverbs Chapter 28 (Lesson #29)
Additional Proverbs from the Pen of Solomon

[bookmark: _Hlk185395244]As we move into Chapter 28, we will spend a brief moment on each proverb, treating every one as a treasure chest of divine wisdom.
28:1 The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion. 
Here Solomon contrasts the psychological fragility of the wicked with the steadfast confidence of the righteous. The verb yānas ("flee") depicts a state of perpetual, paranoid agitation; the wicked person’s own conscience acts as a phantom pursuer, causing them to bolt even when no physical threat exists. 
Conversely, the righteous man possesses the character of a "lion", a symbol of regal authority and unshakable courage in the Ancient Near East. This bravery is not rooted in arrogance, but in the security of being in a right relationship with the Living God.
Application: For the man of character, this verse serves as a litmus test for integrity. When we are walking in the light—maintaining moral transparency in our business dealings, our private habits, and our home life—we possess a quiet, unshakeable confidence that is rooted in our relationship with Jesus. 
Pointing to Jesus: This verse finds its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ, the true "Lion of the tribe of Judah." While humanity lived as spiritual fugitives, hiding from the presence of God, Jesus walked into the face of death with perfect, unwavering boldness. He did not flee in the Garden of Gethsemane; instead, He stepped forward to meet His pursuers so that we would no longer have to live in the shadows of condemnation. 
Scripture Connection (Ps 27:1-2; Ps 53:5; Pro 3:25-26). 
Vs 2 When a land transgresses, it has many rulers, but with a man of understanding and knowledge, its stability will long continue. 
Here Solomon moves from individual character to corporate consequence. Solomon observes that a society in rebellion against God experiences political fragmentation—"many rulers" (often interpreted as frequent coups, internal strife, or an inefficient, bloated bureaucracy). 
Conversely, the term "stability" suggests a lengthening or endurance of time. Solomon posits that national longevity is not merely the product of military might or economic policy, but is anchored in the presence of a leadership class characterized by "understanding" (the discernment to apply truth) and "knowledge" (the experiential knowledge of God).
Application: This verse is a reminder that our personal pursuit of wisdom has public implications. A leader who lacks knowledge of God is a leader who breeds instability. As men, we are called to be the "men of understanding" who provide a steadying influence in our spheres of influence. 
Scripture Connection (I Kin 16:8-20; 2 Kin 15:8-15; Dan 4:27).
Vs 3 A poor man who oppresses the poor is a beating rain that leaves no food. 
Solomon employs a vivid agricultural metaphor here to describe a specific type of injustice. A "beating rain" refers to a violent, torrential storm that strips the soil and crushes the crops rather than nourishing them. 
The tragedy in this simile is the unnatural nature of the oppression: a "poor man", who should theoretically empathize with those in his own economic station—instead uses whatever sliver of power he possesses to exploit those beneath him. Just as a storm that should bring life-giving rain instead brings destruction, the person who has known hardship but uses it to justify his own cruelty acts against the very order of mercy and community.
Application: When a man in a position of struggle or leadership chooses to oppress those who are equally vulnerable, he becomes a force of destruction rather than a provider. Stewardship of our influence means that no matter how little we have, we are still called to be agents of provision, not agents of ruin. True integrity is proved not by how we treat our superiors, but by how we treat those who can do nothing for us.
Pointing to Jesus: Jesus is the ultimate example here. Though He was rich, for our sakes became poor so that through His poverty we might become rich (2 Cor 8:9). Unlike the man in Solomon’s proverb who acts as a destructive storm, Jesus was the "gentle rain" that brought life through His sacrifice. 
Scripture Connection (Pro 29:13; Mat 18:28-30; Eze 22:29). 
Vs 4 Those who forsake the law praise the wicked, but those who keep the law strive against them. 
Solomon here identifies the inevitable moral drift that occurs when a society abandons God’s standard. The verb translated "forsake" suggests an active, deliberate turning away from the law, which leads to a perverse distortion of values: "praising the wicked." 
When the moral compass is discarded, society begins to celebrate that which is evil, elevating those who defy God’s design. In stark contrast, those who "keep the law" are compelled to "strive" against them. Following the law of Christ is not a passive act of private piety; it is an active, public resistance to the encroachment of wickedness.
Application: True discipleship involves having the courage to challenge the status quo when it compromises truth. We must guard our hearts against the temptation to applaud or validate the wicked for the sake of social comfort or professional advancement. Our loyalty to Christ necessitates that we stand firm.
Scripture Connection (Ps 10:3; Eph 5:11; 1 Jo 3:12). 
Vs 5 Evil men do not understand justice, but those who seek the LORD understand it completely. 
The "evil man" that Solomon here refers to are not simply those who are ignorant of the law, but ones who are intellectually and spiritually incapable of grasping true justice because they have  severed the connection between human conduct and the Divine Judge. 
True justice, in the biblical sense, is an objective reality anchored in the character of God. The phrase "understand completely" implies a comprehensive discernment. For those who "seek the Lord", justice is not theoretical, but a holy standard to be pursued. Because they know the Lawgiver, they alone can properly perceive the application of His laws.
Application: If a man does not know the Author of justice, his definition of justice will be flawed and unstable. 
Scripture Connection (Pro 1:7, 1 Cor 2:14; Jer 9:24). 
Vs 6 Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than a rich man who is crooked in his ways. 
Solomon employs a comparative wisdom formula ("Better is... than...") to dismantle the world's false hierarchy of value. 
The Hebrew contrast set is striking: the "poor man", often considered low-status in the ancient world—is compared to the "rich man". However, Solomon inverts societal judgment by focusing on the path one walks. The man of integrity walks a straight, unbroken path of integrity, while the rich man, despite his resources, is "crooked" or "perverse" in all his ways! 
In the Hebrew mind, wealth provides influence, but integrity provides worth. 
Application: For the Christian man, the pursuit of integrity must always supersede the pursuit of profit or position. Never sacrifice the internal reality of character for the external appearance of success.
Pointing to Jesus: This proverb points us directly to the "Poor Man of Galilee." Jesus was born into poverty, owned no worldly estate, and was rejected by the wealthy religious elite of His day. Yet, He is the only man who walked in perfect, absolute integrity. He points us to what is better!
Scripture Connection (Ps 26:1; 1 Tim 6:6; Luk 16:15). 
Vs 7 The one who keeps the law is a son with understanding, but a companion of gluttons shames his father. 
The one who follows the Lord Jesus and His teachings is a son of understanding. The law is not a burden to be avoided, but the very framework that develops a son's character. Conversely, the "companion of gluttons" which describes the one who aligns himself with those who are uncontrolled and lack discipline. The term zōlēl—often translated as "glutton"—connotes someone who is morally reckless and consumes resources without regard for order or responsibility. The consequence of such companionship is "shame", a deep, public disgrace that strikes at the honor of the father who raised him.
Application: Who are our "companions?" Not just the people we spend time with, but the habits, media, and ideologies we allow to influence our thinking. Are we consuming the wisdom of God’s Word, or are we keeping company with the "gluttonous" of a culture that rejects discipline and restraint?
Scripture Connection (Pro 10:1; Ps 119:99; 1 Cor 15:33).
Vs 8 Whoever multiplies his wealth by interest and profit gathers it for him who is generous to the poor. 
Solomon addresses the ethical limit of accumulation. Solomon observes a paradoxical outcome: the man who seeks to build his fortune through the systemic oppression of the needy is unknowingly acting as a "wealth collector" for someone else. By the providence of God, the fruit of such unrighteous gain is eventually stripped away and redistributed to the person who lives with an open hand toward the poor. 
The proverb serves as a theological guarantee that wealth harvested through the exploitation of others lacks permanence; it is ultimately destined for the hands of those who reflect God’s heart for mercy.
Application: This verse challenges the man who prioritizes "bottom-line" growth at the expense of his neighbor’s well-being. A man’s true stewardship is not measured by the speed at which his account grows, but by the righteousness of the methods he uses to build it. 
Scripture Connection (Ex 22:25; Luk 6:35; Po 13:22). 
Vs 9 If one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination. 
Solomon presents a chilling theological reality regarding the disconnect between our words and our walk. The verb "turns away" implies a deliberate, active closing off of one’s faculty of hearing. The "law" (tôrâh) represents the authoritative instruction of God. 
Solomon posits that if a man refuses to submit his life to the objective standard of God’s Word, his subjective appeals to God through prayer lose their integrity. The word "abomination" is signifying something detestable or morally repulsive to a holy God. 
It is not that the act of praying is inherently wrong; it is that the prayer becomes a hypocrisy—an attempt to seek favor from a God whose authority one is actively rejecting in their daily life.
Application: Whether in our business ethics, our marriage, or our personal habits, we cannot expect God to engage with our requests if we have "turned our ear" away from His Word. True prayer is not merely a request for God to join us in our plans; it is the submission of our lives to His. 
Pointing to Jesus: This verse points us to the necessity of the Mediator. Because of our sinful tendency to turn away from God’s law, all of our "prayers" would be detestable to a holy God if they were judged on our own merits. However, Jesus Christ lived the only life that perfectly heard and obeyed the law of God in every instance. His prayers were always heard. He makes our prayers acceptable to our Father. 
Scripture Connection (Ps 66:18; 1 Pet 3:7; Joh 15:7). 
Vs 10 Whoever misleads the upright into an evil way will fall into his own pit, but the blameless will have a goodly inheritance. 
Solomon presents the principle of divine justice, often referred to as "poetic justice," where the trap set for another becomes the snare for the one who placed the trap. The verb translated "misleads" suggests an intentional deception or a seductive pull that aims to dislodge the "upright" from their path. The image of falling into one's "own pit" draws on ancient hunting imagery; the deceiver is caught in the very destruction he fashioned for the innocent. 
Conversely, the "blameless" those whose lives are characterized by wholeness and integrity, are promised a "goodly inheritance". In the Hebrew worldview, this inheritance is not merely material; it is the secure, enduring blessing that accompanies those who walk within the covenantal favor of God.
Application: To use that influence to lead someone away from righteousness is not merely a social error; it is a spiritual offense that carries an inevitable backlash. We reap what we sow. 
Conversely, those who remain "blameless" in their devotion to truth, are under the protective care of a God who ensures their ultimate reward is secure. Our integrity is not a liability; it is the prerequisite for our true inheritance.
Pointing to Jesus: While human beings can only be "blameless" through the transformative grace of the Gospel, Jesus stands as the only one who was never misled and never misled another. He was tempted in every way, yet He remained perfectly upright, refusing to deviate from the Father's path even when the path led directly to the cross. Ultimately, our "goodly inheritance" is not something we earn through our own perfection, but a gift purchased by the blood of the One who walked the way of righteousness to the end.
Scripture Connection (Gal 6:7-8; Mat 18:6; 1 Pet 1:4). 
Vs 11 A rich man is wise in his own eyes, but a poor man who has understanding will find him out.
Solomon highlights the potential blinding effect of prosperity on the human ego. The "rich man" often falls into the trap of self-sufficiency; because he has successfully accumulated wealth, he assumes he is also intellectually and morally superior, becoming "wise in his own eyes". We have all seen this happen with celebrities, wealth leads to a presumed, yet false wisdom!
This is the hallmark of the fool, as it shuts out the possibility of learning from God or others. The contrast is the "poor man who has understanding". The word "find him out" means to investigate, search, or examine. Solomon suggests that true insight acts as a spiritual X-ray; the man who possesses the "understanding" that comes from the fear of the Lord can see through the shallow facade of the wealthy fool, piercing his arrogance to reveal the hollowness beneath.
Application: For the man who finds himself experiencing success, this proverb is a vital check on his own heart. Wealth has a subtle way of whispering that we are more capable or insightful than we actually are. 
Pointing to Jesus: The ultimate "Poor Man with understanding" is Jesus Christ. He possessed no earthly riches, yet He possessed all wisdom. 
Scripture Connection (Pro 26:12; 1 Cor 1:25; Luk 18:9). 
Vs 12 When the righteous triumph, there is great glory, but when the wicked rise, people hide themselves. 
Solomon captures the social atmosphere of a nation based on the moral quality of its leadership. When the righteous "triumph" it results in "great glory", a state of honor and prosperity that radiates throughout the land. 
In contrast, when the wicked "rise" (referring to the seizure of power or authority), the immediate reaction of the populace is to "hide themselves". This imagery conveys a sense of survival under tyranny, where citizens must retreat into obscurity or fear to escape the erratic and predatory nature of ungodly rulers. 
Application: For the man of leadership, this proverb illustrates that your character is not just a private matter; it creates a "climate" for everyone under your care. If you are a man of righteousness, those who look to you—your family, your employees, or your community—will experience a sense of security and honor. 
Scripture Connection (Ps 12:8; Pro 29:2; Rom 5:2). 
Vs 13 Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes them will obtain mercy. 
Solomon presents two spiritual options: concealment versus confession. 
The verb translated "conceals" implies an active, intentional effort to mask one's moral failures from others, and perhaps even from oneself. Solomon offers a hard truth: such a man "will not prosper", meaning he will be thwarted in his pursuit of true spiritual success and divine favor. 
The solution is dual-layered: to "confess" (acknowledge or agree with God about the sin) and "forsake" (actively depart from or abandon the practice). The promise of "obtaining mercy" is linked to this complete rupture from the behavior. True repentance is not a verbal ritual to bypass consequences; it is a change of direction.
Application: For the Christian man, this verse is the essential "reset button" for integrity. When we sin and we will, let us not conceal but rather confess and forsake. That is the path that leads to mercy. 
Pointing to Jesus: While Solomon sets the standard for obtaining mercy, Jesus provides the power to achieve it. Because we often find it impossible to "forsake" our sins on our own, we would be left in our failures if not for the finished work of Christ. Jesus does not merely ask us to confess; He gives us His Spirit to enable us to forsake the old life. 
Scripture Connection (1 Joh 1:9, Ps 32:3-5; Luk 3:8). 
Vs 14 Blessed is the one who fears the LORD always, but whoever hardens his heart will fall into calamity. 
Solomon presents the vital distinction between a life lived in holy reverence and one marked by willful stubbornness. To "fear the LORD always"  is to live in a state of constant, conscious awareness of God’s holiness and authority; it is an orientation of the heart that governs every decision. 
The Hebrew term for "blessed" carries a sense of profound spiritual satisfaction and favor that transcends outward circumstances. 
Conversely, the man who "hardens his heart", this is the same language used to describe Pharaoh’s defiance, will inevitably "fall into calamity" This "calamity" is the natural byproduct of a heart that has become too stubborn to be corrected by wisdom, leading a man to stumble into disaster.
Application: For the man who desires true stability, this verse provides the ultimate security measures: a tuned ear and a soft, responsive heart. 
Pointing to Jesus: This proverb describes the reality of the human condition, but Jesus Christ stands as the only One who lived with an "always" fear of the Lord. He never hardened His heart against the Father’s will; even in the agony of the garden, He maintained perfect, reverent submission. 
Scripture Connection (Pro 9:10; Heb 3:13; Ps 112:1). 
Vs 15 Like a roaring lion or a charging bear is a wicked ruler over a poor people.
Solomon employs two of the most formidable predators in the Ancient Near East to describe the nature of tyrannical authority. The "roaring lion" here signifies a ruler who uses intimidation, threats, and verbal volatility to keep his subjects in a state of perpetual terror. 
The "charging bear" here depicts the physical, aggressive reality of oppression; this is a ruler who actively pursues and crushes the vulnerable. 
Solomon further indicates that this type of ruler generally targets the "poor people", emphasizing that such a ruler exploits those who lack the social or economic resources to defend themselves.
Application: Men how do we lead? As a roaring lion or as a charging bear? There is a third path, not mentioned here, but clearly implied. Rather than an out-of-control predator, the Lord is calling us to lead as a servant? 
Pointing to Jesus: This verse highlights the terror of being under a predatory ruler, which is the default state of humanity under the dominion of sin and death. We were like a "poor people" being hunted by the ultimate roar and charge of Satan and of our own transgressions. 
However, Jesus Christ is the "Lion of the tribe of Judah" who acts in the exact opposite manner of the rulers described here. He is a King who roared against the forces of darkness to protect His people. 
Scripture Connection (1 Pet 5:8; Eze 34:2-4; Joh 10:11).
Vs 16 A ruler who lacks understanding is a cruel oppressor, but he who hates unjust gain will prolong his days. 
Solomon connects intellectual deficiency with moral catastrophe. The "ruler who lacks understanding" is not merely uneducated; he is profoundly detached from the wisdom of God, and consequently, his leadership inevitably devolves into "cruel oppression." 
The antithesis is found in the leader who "hates unjust gain." Solomon promises that such a man "will prolong his days." This is both a physical principle of longevity and a proverbial guarantee of the endurance of his legacy. A ruler who rejects the temptation to extract wealth from others at the expense of justice aligns himself with God’s own governing principles, ensuring his house, and his leadership, will stand the test of time.
Application: Men this proverb highlights the two threats to the prolonging of our days. The two threats are twin sisters: stupidity and greed. A leader who operates without biblical understanding is inevitably going to "oppress" those he leads, often because he cannot see the long-term impact of his short-term decisions. 
We must develop a deep hatred for gain that is not earned through righteousness.
Pointing to Jesus: While many earthly rulers have had their reigns cut short by their own cruelty and greed, the reign of Jesus Christ is eternal precisely because He is the only ruler who perfectly understood justice and utterly rejected "unjust gain." 
Scripture Connection (Ex 18:21; Is 33:15-16; Ps 2:10-12).
Vs 17 If one is burdened with the blood of another, he will be a fugitive until death; let no one help him. 
Solomon here addresses the inescapable nature of a grave moral crime. To be "burdened with the blood of another" refers to one who has committed murder or is complicit in the shedding of innocent blood. 
The consequence is severe: the murderer becomes a "fugitive" (wanderer or vagabond), forever hunted by the reality of his own conscience and the demands of justice. 
The final imperative, "let no one help him," is a legal and social sanction; it mandates that society must not provide refuge or aid to the one who has violated the sanctity of life. 
Application: For the Christian man, this verse stands as a stark reminder of the gravity of our actions and the sanctity of human life. While we may not always face the literal consequences described in ancient legal codes, the principle remains: actions have permanent consequences, and some sins, especially those that harm or destroy others, create a "weight" that no amount of self-justification can lift. 
Scripture Connection (Gen 4:12-14; Mat 5:21-22; Act 28:4).
Vs 18 Whoever walks in integrity will be delivered, but he who is crooked in his ways will suddenly fall. 
Solomon presents a final, decisive contrast between two life paths. The "walk in integrity" refers to a life of moral wholeness and consistency; the promise that such a man "will be delivered" (to be saved or rescued) implies that God acts as the protector of those who do not compromise their character. 
In contrast, the one who is "crooked in his ways" faces a different end. The term "suddenly" denotes a collapse that happens in a moment, catching the crooked man entirely unprepared. This is not a slow decline, but a catastrophic failure of his own making, as his lack of internal foundation leaves him unable to stand when the pressure comes.
Application: For the Christian man, this verse is a promise of divine security in an insecure world. It does not promise that the man of integrity will avoid all trouble—in fact, life often brings "trying times" to test that very integrity. The promise is that you will not be destroyed by those trials. 
Scripture Connection (Ps 25:21; 1 Cor 10:13; Luk 6:49). 
Vs 19 Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless pursuits will have plenty of poverty. 
Solomon employs an agricultural metaphor to articulate a foundational principle of stewardship and cause-and-effect. "Whoever works his land" is the one who accepts the reality of his calling and applies diligent labor to the specific "plot" God has entrusted to him. The promise is "plenty of bread", a life of stability and provision. 
The antithesis is the one who "follows worthless pursuits." The Hebrew term used here refers to things that are empty, hollow, or devoid of substance. Solomon observes that while the industrious man gains "plenty" of food, the man who chases vanity and avoids productive labor ultimately reaps a "plenty" of his own: a harvest of poverty.
Application: For the Christian man, this verse is a bracing reality check on how we invest our time. We all have the same 24 hours, yet we often squander them on "worthless pursuits" and distractions. True stewardship requires us to identify the "land" God has given us—our career, our family, our ministry—and put our hand to the plow. Hard work is the divine mechanism for provision. 
Scripture Connection (2 Thes 3:10; Pro 12:11; Col 3:23).
Vs 20 A faithful man will abound with blessings, but whoever hastens to be rich will not go unpunished. 
Solomon juxtaposes the blessings that abound with a "faithful man" against the volatile, sinful pursuit of the man who "hastens to be rich" 
The term translated “faithful” carries the weight of reliability, consistency, and steadfastness, a man whose life reflects the character of God. Such a man "abounds with blessings", suggesting a surplus of favor that is not necessarily just monetary, but encompasses all aspects of life. 
In contrast, the one who "hastens" a word implying frantic, impulsive, and often desperate rushing—demonstrates a lack of trust in God’s timing. Solomon’s warning is absolute: this shortcut-seeking vanity pursing man "will not go unpunished." He will not be held guiltless, as his haste often requires the abandonment of honesty and the trampling of others.
Application: For the man of faith, success is not defined by how quickly you can climb the ladder or stack your capital, but by your reliability in the duties God has assigned you. 
Scripture Connection (Pro 10:22; 1 Tim 6:9; Ps 37:3).
Vs 21 To show partiality is not good, but for a piece of bread a man will do wrong.
Solomon opens with an absolute moral judgment: "To show partiality is not good." The Hebrew idiom literally means "to acknowledge faces," referring to the corruption of justice by favoring one person over another based on status, bribes, or personal relationship, rather than truth. 
Solomon follows this with a stark, cynical observation of human nature: "for a piece of bread a man will do wrong" The "piece of bread" represents the most basic necessity of life. Solomon is noting the tragedy of moral compromise; when survival is at stake, the veneer of integrity often vanishes, and a man will violate his conscience, betray justice, and disregard the law just to satisfy his hunger.
Application: This verse serves as both a warning against corruption and a humbling realization of our own vulnerability. For the man in a position of power, the command is clear: we must be absolutely impartial. Our decisions cannot be swayed by who stands before you, their wealth, or their influence. 
The second half of the verse challenges us to consider our own breaking points. While we like to think we are incorruptible, Solomon reminds us that pressure—especially the pressure of need or desperation—has a way of exposing the true condition of our hearts. 
Pointing to Jesus: Jesus is the only leader who was completely "without partiality." He could not be bought, intimidated, or swayed by the status of those who stood before Him. 
Scripture Connection: (Jam 2:9; Lev 19:15; Mat 4:2-4). 
Vs 22 A stingy man hastens after wealth and does not know that poverty will come upon him. 
Solomon employs the Hebrew idiom "a man with an evil eye" to describe the stingy or covetous man. This is a person whose "eye", the faculty of perception and desire, is directed by envy and selfishness rather than contentment or generosity. Solomon observes a fatal irony: this man "hastens after wealth", mirroring the impulsive behavior seen in verse 20, yet he suffers from a profound intellectual and spiritual blindness. He perceives his pursuit as a climb toward security, but the divine reality is that his path is a descent into "poverty" (lack or want). The man whose "eye" is fixed on hoarding will find that God eventually strips away the very accumulation he sought to protect.
Application: The life of a believer is not about accumulation, rather it is about stewardship. As men, we must constantly test our hearts: are we managing our resources with an open hand, trusting in God's provision, or are we frantically grasping for more, blind to the fact that a life built on greed is fundamentally unstable?
Pointing to Jesus: While the stingy man looks at the world and sees only what he can consume, Jesus looked at the world—and specifically at His people—and saw what He could give. 
Scripture Connection: (Mat 6:22-23; 1 Tim 6:10; Pro 11:24). 
Vs 23 Whoever rebukes a man will afterward find more favor than he who flatters with his tongue.
Solomon challenges our natural instinct to avoid conflict in favor of social comfort. The verb translated "rebuke" denotes a strong, reasoned confrontation aimed at correcting a fault. While we fear that honesty will produce hostility, Solomon promises that it ultimately yields "more favor" (grace or appreciation) than the manipulative "flattery with the tongue." 
Flattery is a deceptive act of self-preservation, prioritizing the speaker’s own comfort or reputation over the neighbor’s well-being. A true rebuke, however, requires courage and demonstrates a commitment to the other person's integrity. 
Application: For the Christian man, this proverb is a guide for healthy leadership and deep friendship. In an era that celebrates "being nice" as the highest virtue, we must distinguish between kindness and flattery. Flattery is a form of hatred because it allows someone to continue in error to protect your own social standing. 
Pointing to Jesus: Jesus was the master of the "loving rebuke." He did not flatter the crowds, nor did He coddle the pride of the religious leaders. He confronted sin directly because He loved people too much to leave them in the darkness. Still today, His words rebuke, heal, correct, and comfort. 
Scripture Connection: (Pro 27:6; Gal 4:16; Heb 12:6). 
Vs 24 Whoever robs his father or his mother and says, “That is no transgression,” is a companion to a man who destroys. 
Solomon addresses a very grievous violation of the moral order: the economic exploitation of one's own parents. The verb gāzal ("robs") implies the forceful or deceitful seizure of property. The gravity of this sin is compounded by the offender's self-justification: "That is no transgression." 
This is a profound hardening of the conscience, the person has not only violated the Fifth Commandment ("Honor your father and mother") but has actively silenced the voice of objective truth. 
Solomon equates this person with a "companion to a man who destroys." By excusing his actions, the offender aligns himself with the destructive forces of chaos; he becomes a partner to those who dismantle the very foundations of family, trust, and society.
Application: For the Christian man, this proverb is a sharp rebuke to the "me-first" mentality that often creeps into our lives, even within our families. 
Pointing to Jesus: While the sinner in Solomon’s proverb seeks to rob his parents to satisfy his own desires, Jesus chose the path of total sacrifice for His own. He honored His Father perfectly and even provided for His mother, Mary, while hanging in agony on the cross. 
Scripture Connection: (Ex 20:12; Mar 7:10-13; Pro 19:26). 
Vs 25 A greedy man stirs up strife, but the one who trusts in the LORD will be enriched. 
Solomon dismantles the myth that greed is a private vice, showing instead that it is an inherently social and disruptive force. The "greedy man" literally a "wide-appetited" person is never satisfied, and this insatiable hunger inevitably "stirs up strife." 
The Hebrew verb “stirs” (gāreh) implies an active, provocative contention; the greedy man’s constant quest for more puts him in direct competition with everyone around him, creating conflict as he pursues his own interests at the expense of others. 
In contrast, the one who "trusts in the LORD" lives from a position of security rather than scarcity. This trust results in being "enriched", a term often used for being made fat or prosperously refreshed. This implies an abundance that God provides to those who look to Him rather than to their own grasping efforts.
Application: Greed is inherently divisive because it turns neighbors into obstacles or competitors. True leadership and personal peace are found in the opposite direction: a radical trust in God’s provision. 
Pointing to Jesus: Jesus lived the exact opposite life of a greedy person.  He did not stir up strife to secure His own position; He offered Himself as the Prince of Peace, reconciling us to God and to one another. 
Scripture Connection (Jam 4:1-2; Ps 37:3-5; 1 Tim 6:6). 
Vs 26 Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom will be delivered.
Solomon presents the ultimate contrast between self-reliance and divine dependence. To "trust in one’s own mind" is the hallmark of a "fool" (kĕsîl). In Hebrew wisdom literature, the heart is the seat of the will and intellect; thus, trusting in it means relying on one’s own flawed, finite human reasoning as the final authority. This is not just a mistake; it is the "height of folly" because it ignores the reality of our fallen nature. 
Conversely, the one who "walks in wisdom" is the one who aligns his life with God's revealed truth. Solomon promises that this person "will be delivered" (escape or be rescued), suggesting that while the self-reliant man stumbles blindly into traps, the man of wisdom walks in a path of divine protection.
Application: We are often conditioned to "trust our hearts" or "follow our intuition," but Solomon warns that such confidence is a direct path to ruin. Our hearts are prone to deception and self-justification. True strength lies in the admission that we do not have all the answers. 
Pointing to Jesus: Jesus is the only human whose heart and mind are perfectly aligned with the Father’s. He never suffered from the folly of human pride; He walked in perfect wisdom every step of the way. 
Scripture Connection: (Pro 3:5-6; Jer 17:9; 1 Cor 1:30). 
Vs 27 Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he who hides his eyes will get many a curse. 
Solomon presents an antithetical promise regarding the relationship between our resources and our neighbors. The man who "gives to the poor", is promised that he "will not want." This is a profound theological statement on the nature of divine provision: generosity is not a path to depletion, but a pathway to sustained supply. 
In direct contrast is the man who "hides his eyes." This phrase describes the act of willfully choosing not to see the suffering of others to avoid the responsibility of helping. Solomon declares that such a man, who prioritizes his own comfort over his neighbor's need, will be met with "many a curse", signifying that a heart closed to the poor is a heart that invites divine disfavor even a curse. 
Application: We often treat our resources as a private fortress, fearing that to give is to lose. Solomon turns this logic on its head: the fear of "want" is actually best conquered through the act of giving. 
Pointing to Jesus: This verse finds its ultimate context in the person of Jesus Christ, who saw the needs of a broken humanity and refused to "hide His eyes." While the world would have been justified in ignoring our spiritual poverty, Jesus instead looked upon us with compassion and took our poverty offering us His riches. 
Scripture Connection: (2 Cor 9:6-8; Mat 25:40; Pro 19:17). 
Vs 28 When the wicked rise, people hide themselves, but when they perish, the righteous increase.
Solomon concludes the chapter by emphasizing the suffocating effect of ungodly leadership on a society. When the "wicked rise" the "people hide themselves." This is the inevitable reaction of the wise: they retreat into silence and obscurity to avoid the erratic and predatory nature of those who have no fear of God. 
However, Solomon offers a hopeful, long-term perspective: "when they perish" (when they are destroyed or fade away), a period of relief occurs, allowing the "righteous to increase." 
This suggests that an evil government has a restraining effect on the righteous. By the way we see this throughout the Old Testament. 
Application: This verses seems to tell us that there may come seasons in life where wisdom dictates that you must "hide"—not out of cowardice, but out of prudence. But remember, that God is the one who ultimately deals with the wicked, and He will eventually create the space for the righteous to emerge and multiply.
Pointing to Jesus: Jesus’ victory over the grave provides the ultimate space for righteousness to flourish. Because He reigns, the dark influence of the world is ultimately temporary, while the expansion of His kingdom is certain and eternal.
Scripture Connection (Pro 28:12; Act 9:31; Ps 1:3). 
Men, I present to you Proverbs chapter 28, the Wisdom of Solomon as collected by the men of King Hezekiah! But we recognize that all scripture is God breathed, thus this is actually the wisdom of God!
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