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Description automatically generated]Proverbs Chapter 22 (Lesson #23)
Additional Proverbs from the Pen of Solomon

[bookmark: _Hlk185395244]As we have discussed, the book of Proverbs is broken into Seven different sections. 
We finished SECTION I chapters 1-9, months ago and we have started our journey in SECTION II, this is the largest section of the Proverbs and extends from 10:1 all the way to 22:16. So it is a little longer than Section I. 
Today we will finish SECTION II and begin SECTION III (Thirty Sayings of the Wise).
We will now start moving through the final five sections much quicker. The longest two are now behind us 
Again, today we will finish section II and we will look at the first five of the 30 Sayings of the Wise. 
 

Once Again, we are going to spend about a minute on each of these proverbs, just scratching the surface, for each is a treasure chest worthy of our individual meditation. 

OK Ready?


22:1 ¶  A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold.
What would you choose? Great wealth or a good reputation? 
Here Solomon is saying that our reputation and the trust people place in us is worth more, it is more valuable than massive wealth. 
Money can be gained or lost, but a “good name”—being known as honest, dependable, and honorable—has lasting value. Favor, meaning the respect and goodwill of others, is portrayed by Solomon as more precious than material riches because it opens doors that money can’t buy. 
If anyone is qualified to speak on this topic, it is surely Solomon!
CONSIDER: 
“A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth.” (Ec 7:1 ESV)
“10  Take my instruction instead of silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold, 11  for wisdom is better than jewels, and all that you may desire cannot compare with her.” (Pr 8:10-11 ESV)
“Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.” (Ac 6:3 ESV)




Vs 2 ¶  The rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is the maker of them all. 
This proverb highlights a simple but profound truth: no matter how different people may seem in wealth, status, or circumstance, they share the same Creator. 
When “the rich and the poor meet together,” the verse reminds us that their ultimate worth and dignity comes from God, not from their bank accounts or social standing. 
It equally reminds us that we will all appear before the judgment seat of Christ. There wealth and social standing will be meaningless. 
This proverb pushes back against pride on one side and despair on the other. If God made the rich and the poor, then both matter, both are accountable, and both stand on equal ground before Him.
CONSIDER: 
“1 ¶  « To the choirmaster. A Psalm of the Sons of Korah. » Hear this, all peoples! Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 2  both low and high, rich and poor together!” (Ps 49:1-2 ESV)
“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.” (Re 20:12 ESV) “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.” (De 10:17 ESV)
“For God shows no partiality.” (Ro 2:11 ESV)

Vs 3 ¶  The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it. 
Here Solomon proverb draws a sharp contrast between wisdom and naivety.
A prudent person pays attention to warning signs — whether moral, financial, relational, or physical — and takes steps to avoid trouble. They’re not paranoid; they’re simply attentive and willing to change course when something looks risky.
The simple, on the other hand, ignore those signs. They keep going as if nothing could go wrong, and as a result, they end up experiencing the consequences that could have been avoided.
It’s a reminder that wisdom isn’t just about knowing things — it’s about responding to reality in a way that protects our life and our character.
CONSIDER:
“The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it.” (Pr 27:12 ESV)
“For the simple are killed by their turning away, and the complacency of fools destroys them;” (Pr 1:32 ESV)


Vs 4 ¶  The reward for humility and fear of the LORD is riches and honor and life. 
This proverb reminds us that humility—an often overlooked and rarely celebrated virtue—brings blessing when it is joined with a reverent fear of the Lord. 
Together, these qualities form a person who is wise, steady, and trustworthy. Scripture promises that such a life naturally leads to “riches and honor and life,” not only in material ways but also through spiritual depth, healthy relationships, stability, and a flourishing life. 
Those who place their faith in Jesus and seek to live in a way that pleases Him can expect God’s gracious reward.
CONSIDER:
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” (Jas 4:10 ESV)
“When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom.” (Pr 11:2 ESV)
“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.” (Php 2:3 ESV)





Vs 5 ¶  Thorns and snares are in the way of the crooked; whoever guards his soul will keep far from them. 
This proverb paints a vivid picture: a crooked or morally twisted path is full of “thorns and snares” — painful consequences, hidden traps, and complications that come from choosing what is wrong. Sin often looks smooth at the start, but the road quickly becomes tangled and dangerous.
By contrast, “whoever guards his soul” — meaning someone who pays attention to their inner life, conscience, and choices — will steer clear of those destructive paths. Wisdom isn’t just about knowing right from wrong; it’s about protecting yourself by avoiding the situations, habits, and influences that lead to harm.
CONSIDER: 
“Good sense wins favor, but the way of the treacherous is their ruin.” (Pr 13:15 ESV)
“The way of a sluggard is like a hedge of thorns, but the path of the upright is a level highway.” (Pr 15:19 ESV)
“Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” (Pr 4:23 ESV)



Vs 6 ¶  Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 
Here Solomon provides a principle about early formation: the patterns, values, and habits instilled in childhood tend to shape a person for the rest of their life. “Train up” implies intentional guidance — not just instruction, but modeling, correcting, encouraging, and shaping a child’s character.
“The way he should go” points to a path of wisdom, righteousness, and reverence for God. When a child is consistently guided in that direction, the proverb says that those early influences sink deep enough that, even in adulthood, they continue to shape the person’s choices and identity.
It’s not a mechanical guarantee but a recognition of how powerful early formation is. The heart bends in the direction it is trained.
CONSIDER: 
“6  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7  You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” (De 6:6-7 ESV)
“4  We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 5  He established a testimony in Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to their children, 6  that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell them to their children,” (Ps 78:4-6 ESV)
Vs 7 ¶  The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave of the lender. 
This proverb delivers a blunt but realistic observation about how money creates power dynamics.
The first line — “The rich rules over the poor” — isn’t endorsing the situation; it’s describing how wealth often translates into influence, control, and decision‑making power. Those with resources set terms; those without must often live within them.
The second line — “the borrower is the slave of the lender” — sharpens the point. Debt creates obligation. When you owe someone, they gain a measure of control over your choices, your time, and even your future. It’s not normally literal slavery, but it captures the feeling of being bound, limited, or pressured by financial commitments.
It is likely that each of us in one way or another has felt the slavery of borrowing. Wisdom is to remember this each time we get ready to sign on the bottom line. 
CONSIDER:
“1 ¶  My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have given your pledge for a stranger, 2  if you are snared in the words of your mouth, caught in the words of your mouth, 3  then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you have come into the hand of your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor. 4  Give your eyes no sleep and your eyelids no slumber; 5  save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the hand of the fowler.” (Pr 6:1-5 ESV)
“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.” (Ro 13:8 ESV)
Vs 8 ¶  Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of his fury will fail. 
This proverb uses farming imagery (sowing and reaping) to make a moral point: injustice is a seed that always grows into a disastrous plant. 
A person who “sows” wrongdoing—whether through oppression, deceit, cruelty, or abuse of power—should expect to “reap” the consequences. It may not happen immediately, but the harvest eventually comes.
The second line — “the rod of his fury will fail” — adds another layer. Someone who uses anger, force, or intimidation to control others will ultimately see that power collapse. Their threats won’t last, their influence won’t endure, and their attempts to dominate will crumble under the weight of their own wrongdoing.
In short, evil sooner or later, backfires. 
CONSIDER: 
“7  Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. 8  For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.” (Ga 6:7-8 ESV)
“As I have seen, those who plow iniquity and sow trouble reap the same.” (Job 4:8 ESV)




Vs 9 ¶  Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed, for he shares his bread with the poor. 
This proverb celebrates generosity as a way of life, not just an occasional act.
A “bountiful eye” describes someone who looks at others with compassion, kindness, and a readiness to give. Instead of seeing people as burdens or competitors, this person sees opportunities to bless. Because their heart is open, their hands are open — they “share their bread with the poor.”
The blessing mentioned isn’t merely financial. Scripture consistently teaches that those who give freely experience God’s favor, deeper joy, stronger relationships, and a life marked by abundance of the things that truly matter. 
CONSIDER:
“24 ¶  One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers want. 25 ¶  Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.” (Pr 11:24-25 ESV)
“give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you."” (Lu 6:38 ESV)





Vs 10 ¶  Drive out a scoffer, and strife will go out, and quarreling and abuse will cease. 
I once saw a motivational poster with the caption “Attitudes are contagious” and a picture of a bundle of fireplace matches with one standing above the rest and lit. 
This proverb is making that very point. One person’s attitude can poison an entire environment.
A scoffer is someone who mocks, resists correction, stirs conflict, and treats serious things lightly. They don’t just disagree — they undermine, belittle, and provoke. Because of that, wherever they remain, strife follows.
The proverb’s point is simple: remove the source of contempt, and the chaos it creates disappears with it. This proverb is a reminder that peace often requires the courage to confront or distance oneself from destructive influences.
CONSIDER: 
“For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, quarreling ceases.” (Pr 26:20 ESV)
“As charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.” (Pr 26:21 ESV)
“6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 ¶ Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” (1Co 5:6-7 ESV)



Vs 11 ¶  He who loves purity of heart, and whose speech is gracious, will have the king as his friend. 
This proverb teaches that a person who genuinely loves purity of heart—meaning they value integrity and moral cleanliness—and who speaks with graciousness will naturally attract favor, even from those in positions of authority like a king. 
This proverb highlights the power of character and communication: inner sincerity combined with kind, tactful speech opens doors to influence and trust. 
Spiritually, purity of heart reflects God’s own nature (cf. Matthew 5:8), and gracious words mirror Christlike wisdom (Colossians 4:6). 
CONSIDER:
“"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.” (Mt 5:8 ESV)
“Righteous lips are the delight of a king, and he loves him who speaks what is right.” (Pr 16:13 ESV)
“Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.” (Pr 22:29 ESV)



Vs 12 ¶  The eyes of the LORD keep watch over knowledge, but he overthrows the words of the traitor. 
Here Solomon emphasizes God’s active role in preserving truth and exposing falsehood. The phrase “eyes of the LORD” conveys His constant watchfulness and vigilance—He guards true knowledge, ensuring that wisdom and righteousness endure. 
The Hebrew term for “knowledge” (da‘at) refers to understanding rooted in God’s truth, not mere information.
In contrast, the deceitful words of a traitor or treacherous person will ultimately fail because God Himself brings them to ruin. 
This teaches that integrity and truth are under divine protection, while lies and betrayal cannot stand against God’s justice. 
CONSIDER:
“For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to give strong support to those whose heart is blameless toward him. You have done foolishly in this, for from now on you will have wars."” (2Ch 16:9 ESV)
“The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good.” (Pr 15:3 ESV)
“The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples.” (Ps 33:10 ESV)






Vs 13 ¶  The sluggard says, "There is a lion outside! I shall be killed in the streets!" 
This proverb illustrates the excuses of a lazy person. Rather than taking responsibility or engaging in work, the sluggard invents exaggerated dangers—like a lion roaming the streets—to justify inactivity. 
The imagery is intentionally extreme, showing how fear and procrastination often mask laziness. Spiritually, it warns against allowing imagined obstacles to keep us from obedience and diligence.
The Hebrew term for “sluggard” (‘atsel) conveys habitual laziness, not occasional rest. Ultimately, this verse reminds us that excuses, no matter how dramatic, cannot replace the call to wise and responsible action.

CONSIDER:
“Righteous lips are the delight of a king, and he loves him who speaks what is right.” (Pr 16:13 ESV)

“The sluggard does not plow in the autumn; he will seek at harvest and have nothing.” (Pr 20:4 ESV)

“9 How long will you lie there, O sluggard? When will you arise from your sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, 11 and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man.” (Pr 6:9-11 ESV)



Vs 14 ¶  The mouth of forbidden women is a deep pit; he with whom the LORD is angry will fall into it. 
Here Solomon warns of the destructive power of seductive speech. The “mouth of forbidden women” refers to the alluring words of an adulteress or immoral woman, which are compared to a deep pit—a trap that is hard to escape once entered. 

Falling into this pit signifies moral and spiritual ruin. The second line adds a sobering truth: those who persist in sin and rebellion, provoking the Lord’s anger, are especially vulnerable to such temptation. 
This reflects the principle that unchecked lust and disobedience lead to judgment.

CONSIDER:
“3  For the lips of a forbidden woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, 4  but in the end she is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. 5  Her feet go down to death; her steps follow the path to Sheol;” (Pr 5:3-5, ESV)









Vs 15 ¶  Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him. 
This proverb acknowledges the natural tendency toward foolishness in a child’s heart. “Bound up” suggests that folly is deeply ingrained—it does not disappear on its own. The solution is loving, corrective discipline, symbolized by “the rod,” which represents guidance and consequences rather than harshness. 
The goal is not punishment for its own sake but the removal of folly and the shaping of wisdom. As I reflect back across my own mistakes as a parent most were around this very point, the application of loving, corrective discipline. 
CONSIDER:
“Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him.” (Pr 13:24 ESV)
“For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives."” (Heb 12:6 ESV)








Vs 16 ¶  Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his own wealth, or gives to the rich, will only come to poverty. 
In this proverb, Solomon condemns two forms of injustice: exploiting the poor for personal gain and currying favor with the wealthy through gifts. 
Both actions reveal selfish motives and disregard for God’s standards of righteousness and as this verse warns, such behaviors ultimately lead to loss—whether through divine judgment or the natural consequences of greed and corruption. Scripture consistently affirms God’s concern for the poor and His opposition to oppression.
The Hebrew verb for “oppress” (‘ashaq) conveys crushing or exploiting, emphasizing the severity of the sin. True prosperity comes not from manipulation but from integrity and generosity.

CONSIDER:
“Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him.” (Pr 14:31 ESV)

“Whoever closes his ear to the cry of the poor will himself call out and not be answered.” (Pr 21:13 ESV)

“1 ¶  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 2  Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3  Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4  Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5  You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6  You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.” (Jas 5:1-6 ESV)

This marks the end of SECTION II, we will now move into SECTION III. 
Introduction to Section III
Vs 17-19 ¶  Incline your ear, and hear the words of the wise, and apply your heart to my knowledge, 18  for it will be pleasant if you keep them within you, if all of them are ready on your lips. 19  That your trust may be in the LORD, I have made them known to you today, even to you. 
These verses mark a transition from the largest section of the book of Proverbs, into a section of thirty wise sayings, urging the reader to listen attentively and internalize these additional “words of the wise.”  
The call to “incline your ear” and “apply your heart” emphasizes both active listening and wholehearted commitment. Keeping these words “within you” and “ready on your lips” suggests memorization and practical application—wisdom should shape both thought and speech. 
The ultimate purpose is revealed in verse 19: that our trust may be placed in the LORD. Wisdom is not merely for success or moral living; it is designed to deepen faith and reliance on God. 

CONSIDER:
“5  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 6  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.” (Pr 3:5-6 ESV)





Vs 20-21  Have I not written for you thirty sayings of counsel and knowledge, 21  to make you know what is right and true, that you may give a true answer to those who sent you? 
Here Solomon formally introduces the structured collection of wise sayings, “thirty sayings” designed to impart counsel and knowledge. The purpose is twofold: first, to help the reader discern what is “right and true,” and second, to equip them to respond with integrity when questioned or entrusted with responsibility. 
Wisdom is not merely theoretical; it shapes practical judgment and truthful speech. 
This reminds us that the words of the Lord are the flawless right and true words. 
CONSIDER:
“The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined in a furnace on the ground, purified seven times.” (Ps 12:6 ESV)








Vs 22 (#1 SOTW)  (Oppressing the Pour) Do not rob the poor, because he is poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate, 23  for the LORD will plead their cause and rob of life those who rob them. 
This proverb delivers a strong warning against exploiting the vulnerable. The phrase “because he is poor” highlights the injustice of taking advantage of someone’s weakness. 
“Crush the afflicted at the gate” refers to perverting justice in the city gate—the place where legal decisions were made in ancient Israel. God Himself becomes the defender of the poor, promising to “plead their cause” and bring judgment on oppressors, even to the point of taking their life. This reflects God’s heart for justice and His special concern for the marginalized.

CONSIDER: 
“Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the needy honors him.” (Pr 14:31 ESV)

“22  You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23  If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry, 24  and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.” (Ex 22:22-24 ESV)








Vs 24 (#2 SOTW) (Anger) Make no friendship with a man given to anger, nor go with a wrathful man, 25  lest you learn his ways and entangle yourself in a snare. 
This proverb warns against close association with those who are habitually angry or hot-tempered. Anger is contagious—spending time with such a person can lead to adopting their destructive patterns and falling into sinful behavior. 
The phrase “entangle yourself in a snare” suggests that unchecked anger leads to traps of conflict, broken relationships, and spiritual harm. 

The Hebrew word for “snare” (moqesh) conveys the idea of a hidden trap, emphasizing that the danger is subtle but real. Choosing companions wisely is essential for maintaining a life of peace and godliness

CONSIDER:
“A man of great wrath will pay the penalty, for if you deliver him, you will only have to do it again.” (Pr 19:19 ESV)

“19 ¶  Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20  for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” (Jas 1:19-20 ESV)







Vs 26 (#3 SOTW) (Debt) Be not one of those who give pledges, who put up security for debts. 27  If you have nothing with which to pay, why should your bed be taken from under you? 
Here Solomon cautions against becoming a guarantor for someone else’s debt. In ancient times, pledging security often meant risking personal property—even essentials like one’s bed—if the borrower defaulted. 
This warning is extremely practical: avoid financial entanglements that could lead to personal ruin. As we consider this we should exercise caution when co-signing or guaranteeing obligations that could jeopardize our own stability.

CONSIDER:
“1 ¶  My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, have given your pledge for a stranger, 2  if you are snared in the words of your mouth, caught in the words of your mouth, 3  then do this, my son, and save yourself, for you have come into the hand of your neighbor: go, hasten, and plead urgently with your neighbor. 4  Give your eyes no sleep and your eyelids no slumber; 5  save yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the hand of the fowler.” (Pr 6:1-5 ESV)

“Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer harm, but he who hates striking hands in pledge is secure.” (Pr 11:15 ESV)






Vs 28 (#4 SOTW) (Landmarks) Do not move the ancient landmark that your fathers have set. 
This proverb addresses the importance of respecting established boundaries, particularly property lines. Moving a landmark was a form of theft and a violation of covenantal order, undermining justice and community trust. 
Beyond land ownership, this principle speaks to honoring long-standing moral and spiritual foundations. Scripture repeatedly warns against such actions,  showing that tampering with what God has ordained invites judgment. 

CONSIDER:
“"You shall not move your neighbor’s landmark, which the men of old have set, in the inheritance that you will hold in the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.” (De 19:14 ESV)
“"’Cursed be anyone who moves his neighbor’s landmark.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’” (De 27:17 ESV)







Vs 29 (#5 SOTW) (Skill) ¶  Do you see a man skillful in his work? He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure men.” 
This proverb highlights the value of excellence and diligence. A person who is “skillful” in their work is one marked by competence, integrity, and consistency and will rise to positions of honor and influence. 
Standing “before kings” symbolizes recognition and opportunity at the highest levels, while “not before obscure men” contrasts the reward of excellence with mediocrity. Scripture repeatedly affirms that hard work and wisdom lead to advancement.
Ultimately, this verse encourages believers to pursue excellence as an act of worship, knowing that God honors those who steward their gifts well.

CONSIDER:
“The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to forced labor.” (Pr 12:24 ESV)

“A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.” (Pr 10:4 ESV)

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,” (Col 
3:23 ESV)
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