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The “True” in John's Gospel: A Revelation of Ultimate Reality

John 1:9 That was the true <228> Light which gives light to every man coming into the
world.

John 4:23 “But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true <228> worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father 1s seeking such to worship Him.
John 6:32 Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, Moses did not give you
the bread from heaven, but My Father gives you the true <228> bread from heaven.
John 7:28 Then Jesus cried out, as He taught in the temple, saying, ““You both know Me,
and you know where I am from; and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is
true <228>, whom you do not know.

John 15:1 “I am the true <228> vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

John 17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true <228> God,
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

John 19:35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true <228>; and he
knows that he is telling the truth, so that you may believe.

The “True” in John's Gospel: A Revelation of Ultimate Reality

John’s Gospel uses the word ain@waég (aléthinos) (Strongs #228) to emphasize the authentic,
divine nature of Jesus and His mission. This term doesn’t merely mean “correct” or “accurate”
— it points to what is genuine, ultimate, and eternally real.

Jesus as the True Revelation

1.

True Light — John 1:9

Jesus is the true Light, illuminating every person. This echoes Genesis 1:3 — “Let there
be light” — suggesting that Jesus is not just a source of physical light, but the spiritual
light of creation, revelation, and salvation.

True Bread — John 6:32

In contrast to the manna in the wilderness, Jesus is the true Bread from heaven, offering
eternal sustenance. This points to the fulfillment of God's provision, not just for
physical needs, but for the soul.

True Vine — John 15:1

Jesus is the true Vine, replacing Israel as the source of life and fruitfulness. Psalm 80 and
Isaiah 5 portray Israel as God’s vine, but Jesus embodies the faithful and fruitful Israel,
through whom believers are nourished.

The “True” in John’s Gospel: A Revelation of Ultimate Reality Dr. Rich Turner pg. 1



The True God and True Worship

4. True Worshipers — John 4:23
Worship is no longer tied to a location but to spirit and truth. True worshipers are those
who respond to the reality of God’s nature with sincerity and spiritual alignment.

5. True God —John 17:3
Eternal life is knowing the only true God and Jesus Christ. This verse is a cornerstone of
Christian theology, affirming the exclusive and relational nature of salvation.

6. True Sender — John 7:28
Jesus was sent by the true One — the Father. His mission is rooted in divine authenticity,
not human invention.

True Testimony

7. True Witness — John 19:35
John’s testimony of Jesus’ death is true, given so that others may believe. This
underscores the historical reliability and spiritual significance of the Gospel account.

Theological Thread

Jesus is the true Light, true Bread, and true Vine — each revealing a dimension of His divine
role:

o Light: illumination and revelation
e Bread: sustenance and life
¢ Vine: connection and fruitfulness

He is sent by the true God, to call forth true worshipers, and is testified to by true witnesses.
This progression shows that truth in John’s Gospel is not abstract — it is embodied in Jesus,
and it invites a response of faith, worship, and transformation.
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