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Description automatically generated]Jezebel’s Ultimate Demise!
I Kings 22:37-53 and II Kings 9:30-37 (Lesson #20)

[bookmark: _Hlk120258535]REVIEW: Last week we saw the fall of King Ahab, the King of the Northern empire. We observed that he went against the clear warning from the prophecy of Micaiah, if you remember in the ultimate answer, to the King’s question: “shall we go to Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we refrain?” (I Ki 22:15)

We find Micaiah provides a prophecy: “And he said, "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These have no master; let each return to his home in peace.’"” (1Ki 22:17 ESV)

Now in all honesty, this prophecy is so clear that even a child could understand it! But then as Ahab is wining to Jehoshaphat, Micaiah, pulls back the curtain and provides a glimpse into something that he had been allowed to see.

Vs 19–23 - And Micaiah said, "Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; 20  and the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one said one thing, and another said another. 21  Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ 22  And the LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’ 23  Now therefore behold, the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the LORD has declared disaster for you." 

A few quick observations:
1) This was the Word of the Lord to Ahab (vs 19) 
2) Yahweh is telling Ahab what is happening in the natural is being influenced by the super-natural. God was providing Ahab clear direction on how to proceed.
3) Although this was the idea and the work of a fallen angel, an evil spirit, God is the one who asked the initial question and who allowed the fallen angel to proceed.
4) God knew, in spite of hearing the truth, Ahab would not follow the truth, but would follow the false prophets.

Seven things we know about God:
1) God is holy (Josh 24:19; I Sam 2:2)
2) God cannot sin (Ps 11:7; Num 23:19; I Jn 3:5)
3) God Himself does not do evil, but he does allow it (Rom 8:28) and even use evil to accomplish his will (I Sam 16:14; Job 1:4-7; Luk 22:32-33).
4) God is occasionally presented in the scriptures as doing what He sovereignly allows (I Ki 22:22, 22:23). 
5) God is not tempted with evil, nor does He tempt anyone to sin (Jam 1:12-13).
6) God is sovereign over His creation and as such acts in complete sovereignty without violating his own nature (Ps 135:6)
7) God’s ways are not only different than ours, but higher than ours (Is 55:8-9) 

By the way, this is deep water, and good for us to talk through together, bringing all we know about God into the discussion. 

So Ahab, goes against Micaiah’s word from the Lord and proceeds onto the battlefield, yet before arriving he decides to disguise himself so that he cannot be found.

His plan works, although the captains of Ben-hadad’s army found Jehoshaphat, who was wearing his kingly attire, they could not find Ahab.

But then… An unnamed soldier, shoots an arrow an arrow at random and it not only hits Ahab, but it hits him in the small opening between his breastplate and chain armor. Although it does not kill Ahab, as the day wears on, he bleeds out and at evening he dies.  

22:37  So the king died, and was brought to Samaria. And they buried the king in Samaria. 38  And they washed the chariot by the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked up his blood, and the prostitutes washed themselves in it, according to the word of the LORD that he had spoken. 39  Now the rest of the acts of Ahab and all that he did, and the ivory house that he built and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Israel? 40  So Ahab slept with his fathers, and Ahaziah his son reigned in his place. 

Vs 37 - As the left the battlefield in defeat, likely the chariot captain drove Ahab’s chariot back to the capital city of Samaria. Contained in the chariot the lifeless corpse of Ahab, a man who had over and over again resisted Yahweh! 

This troubler of Israel, died in battle, through the shot of a random arrow.

Vs 38 - As they washed out the chariot, by the pool of Samaria, the dogs were there drinking up Ahab’s blood, and the whores were washing themselves in the same runoff. 

As I said last week, this is a fitting end for a King whose whole life has been comprised of spiritual adultery, this man and his wife did more to lead the nation of Israel astray than any who went before or after him. 

Also, this all happened according to the word of Yahweh! Be reminded of what Elijah prophesized: 
“And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, "Have you killed and also taken possession?"’ And you shall say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD: "In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick your own blood."’"” (1Ki 21:19 ESV)

Be reminded of what Micaiah prophesized: 
1Ki 22:17  And he said, "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, ‘These have no master; let each return to his home in peace.’"

I Ki 22:23b “… the LORD has declared disaster for you.” 

1Ki 22:28  And Micaiah said, "If you return in peace, the LORD has not spoken by me." And he said, "Hear, all you peoples!"

God had and will always fulfill his word!
Vs 39-40 - Quiet possibly the most wicked king who ever lived, a man who never truly got on track with Yahweh, a man who resisted God’s grace over and over again dies. 

Keep in mind, the nation of Israel suffered under this king’s foolish reign for 22 long and desperate years. He is followed on the throne by his son, a man named Ahaziah.  Unfortunately like all who have gone before him he is an evil king and will continue to lead Israel away from Yahweh. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
41 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. 42  Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 43  He walked in all the way of Asa his father. He did not turn aside from it, doing what was right in the sight of the LORD. Yet the high places were not taken away, and the people still sacrificed and made offerings on the high places. 44  Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel. 

Vs 41-42 - WOW, we now come to the official introduction of Jehoshaphat. Ok, so Jehoshaphat comes into power in the forth year of Ahab, he was 35 when he ascended the throne and would reign for 25 years. 

Ahab reigned for 22 years, so that means that their reigns overlapped for 18 years. They knew each other and clearly had a good relationship; in that we see that as Jehoshaphat went out and assisted Ahab in battle. Although we would be remiss to not add “foolishly and unwisely” assisted the king of Israel in battle.

We are told that his mother’s name was Azubah. 

Vs 43 - First, we see that Johoshaphat was a good and godly king. He followed in the footsteps of Asa his father. He did not turn from following Yahweh. So, maybe not the wisest king, but he was a good king. A king who followed Yahweh. 

YET, he did not destroy all the high places, and people (of Judah) who had the temple continued to make sacrifices to Yahweh and offerings to Yahweh from these high places.

So they served the right God, but not in the right way. Not in the way Yahweh had told them they were to worship him!

Vs 44 - Jehoshaphat also made peace with the king of Israel. We figured that out already… But it reminds us although he was a follower of Yahweh, he did not always show wisdom.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

45  Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he showed, and how he warred, are they not written in the Book of the Chronicles of the Kings of Judah? 46  And from the land he exterminated the remnant of the male cult prostitutes who remained in the days of his father Asa. 47  There was no king in Edom; a deputy was king. 48  Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir for gold, but they did not go, for the ships were wrecked at Ezion-geber. 49  Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, "Let my servants go with your servants in the ships," but Jehoshaphat was not willing. 50  And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father, and Jehoram his son reigned in his place. 51  Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel. 52  He did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way of his father and in the way of his mother and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin. 53  He served Baal and worshiped him and provoked the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger in every way that his father had done.” 

Vs 45 - Now what is interesting, is that we waited all this time to hear about Jehoshaphat, Asa’s son, another good king, and this is all the detail of the 25 years of his rule that the writer of Kings provides us. 

Good ruler, but breathtaking, apparently not.  Remarkable, not at least as far as the writer of I Kings is concerned. 


Vs 46 - If you remember, it was Asa who started driving the male cult prostitutes from the land. 

Here we are told that Jehoshaphat finished the job, he drove out the final remnants of those who were selling their wares under the banner of worship to a pagan deity. 

Vs 47 - I am not sure why the writer of Kings mentions this now. This has been the case since David subdued Edom and placed garrisons in it and governors over it. 

But here we are reminded that this continued on. So you know, Edom will rebel against Judah, this is recorded in II Kings 8.

Vs 48-49 - It appears the Jehoshaphat revitalized the ships that Solomon had used that went to Ophir to mine gold. If you remember these ships brought in a significant amount of gold each year along with almug wood and precious stones. 

But the endeavor never got off the ground, the ships we are told were wrecked (the Hebrew word is break or broken) in Ezion-geber.

Then we are told that Ahab’s son, Ahaziah’s offered to send his servants (his sailors) to work with Jehoshaphat’s servants (or sailors) and they would come in league together and reenter the gold business using ships to go to Ophir.

But Jehoshaphat, likely thinking of how sideways things went with Ahab in the attempt on Ramoth-gilead, “was not willing” to do that.  Maybe some biblical sense after all! 

Vs 50 - Thus with very little information here, Jehoshaphat passed on, he is buried with his ancestors in the Jerusalem (city of David) and his son Jehoram, ascends the throne in his place. There are additional details about Jehoshaphat in II Kings (likely a flashback) and II Chronicles. 

51-53 - The writer of Kings flips the channel changer and shifts back to the northern empire and begins to talk about Ahaziah, the son of Ahab, who ascended the throne at the death of his dad.  

Ahaziah ascends the throne to reign over Israel in the 17th year of Jehoshaphat. He reigned only two years. 

We are told, sadly that he walked in the way of this father Ahab (the rust standard) and his mother Jezebel (the leader of Baal worship). In case we did not get it, he also walked in the steps of Jeroboam. 

Further, he served Baal, and worshipped Ball, which provoked the Lord to anger, in EVER WAY that his dad did.

He was a chip off the old block, which means he was a very wicked king!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Rather than jumping to Romans and rushing an introduction, I thought we would finish the story of Ahab and Jezebel. 

In II Kings we learn that Ahaziah fell through some lattice work, in the upper chamber of the palace. He was very sick and without getting into the story, he ultimately died.  
Now Ahaziah, did not have a son who could assume the throne, so at his death, the kingdom passed to his brother Joram.

Already, you should see that God’s judgement against the house of Ahab is starting to be fulfilled and God is already starting to “cut-off” the house of Ahab.  

Again, skipping some details, I will only say that Elisha, under the direction of God goes to Ramoth-gilead and anoints Jehu king over the northern empire, the prophet then tells Jehu that he is Yahweh’s instrument of judgment against the house of Ahab and against Jezebel.

Jehu first strikes down Joram. Then we read in II Kings 9:30-37, and this is where we will finish our time today:
II Kinsg 9:30 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it. And she painted her eyes and adorned her head and looked out of the window. 31  And as Jehu entered the gate, she said, "Is it peace, you Zimri, murderer of your master?" 32  And he lifted up his face to the window and said, "Who is on my side? Who?" Two or three eunuchs looked out at him. 33  He said, "Throw her down." So they threw her down. And some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the horses, and they trampled on her. 34  Then he went in and ate and drank. And he said, "See now to this cursed woman and bury her, for she is a king’s daughter." 35  But when they went to bury her, they found no more of her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36  When they came back and told him, he said, "This is the word of the LORD, which he spoke by his servant Elijah the Tishbite: ‘In the territory of Jezreel the dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel, 37  and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as dung on the face of the field in the territory of Jezreel, so that no one can say, This is Jezebel."

Vs 30 – Following Jehu striking down Joram, and by the way he threw his body out on the plot of ground that belonged to Naboth.

Jehu now comes to Jezreel, as we have discussed Ahab and Jezebel had a second palace here. When Jezebel (who is now like the queen mother) learns that Jehu is coming, she has no doubt heard that Jehu has executed her son (Joram), she gets out her mascara, eye shadow, curlers, and curling iron and she makes herself up.  

Scholars disagree as to what she is trying to accomplish or doing.

Is she simply dressing up as the queen mother, is this an act of defiance (rather than sack clock and ashes representing her repentance), or does this have anything to do with the false god Asherah?

We all probably have opinions, but in truth, I am not sure we can ever be exactly sure what she is thinking, but it is clear what happened!

Notice, she positions herself at the window…

Quick Point of APPLICATION: The outward appearance is of course important. Even the farmer paints the barn every now and again. But here the writer of Kings is showing us where her heart really was. Inside she was very ugly and wicked. Knowing her life was near its end, where does she focus.  The outside!

Peter said this: “(wives) Do not let your adorning be external (only) —  the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear —  but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God’s sight is very precious.” (1Pe 3:3-4 ESV)

Jezebel is a woman, who I suspect even at this older age was very beautiful, but it was external only. It was not the imperishable beauty of a follower of Yahweh, or as we would say today a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ!

Vs 31 - Jehu comes through the gate of Jezreel, through the city that contains Naboth’s vineyard. From the window in the palace, Jezebel must have had a clear view of the gate of the city.

As Jehu comes through the gate, she shouts from the window of her palace to Jehu. Is it peace?  You Zimri!

Zimri was the king who had killed King Elah, the son of King Baasha, Let’s briefly be remined of the event:
“In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha began to reign over Israel in Tirzah, and he reigned two years. But his servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against him. When he was at Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, who was over the household in Tirzah, Zimri came in and struck him down and killed him, in the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place. When he began to reign, as soon as he had seated himself on his throne, he struck down all the house of Baasha. He did not leave him a single male of his relatives or his friends. Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of Baasha, according to the word of the LORD, which he spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, for all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, which they sinned and which they made Israel to sin, provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with their idols.” (1Ki 16:8-13 ESV)

Zimir has the shortest reign ever recorded and he committed suicide!
 
Jezebel is saying, no doubt sarcastically and defiantly, so do you come in peace you little Zimri, (power grabbing rebel who only lasted one week following the murder of his master).

If nothing else, she is BOLD!

If proverbs 15:1 is true (and it is), this was not a wise way to approach Jehu:
“A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Pr 15:1 ESV)

But picture this probably beautiful, older woman, a complete pagan and false God worshipper. Outside probably very attractive, inside venous poison!

To get her clear in your mind, if Ahab was 25 when he became king (875BC) (and we do not know his exact age) and she was 25, she would now be 59 years old (give or take a year).

She has lived an additional 14 years or so beyond wicked king Ahab, and I would argue she was the “more wicked” person in this Bonnie and Clyde duo.

But, God’s mercy runs out sooner or later, and we should be guessing that hers, in spite of a long delay is about to run out. 

APPLICATION: God is indeed patient, loving, and kind (Ps 145:8). He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance (Ez 33:11; II Pet 3:9). Yet, there comes a day in the life of every rebel when the window of opportunity closes and judgment falls. 

Vs 32 - Jehu, hearing the taunts of Jezebel, lifts up his face to the window and asks the question of those who are in the palace and are able to hear him…

Who is on my side? Two or three eunuchs looked at him. They dare not lift, their voice, but they made eye contact with Jehu.

Vs 33 - He said, “throw her down.”  When she hit the ground some of her blood splattered on the wall and on the horses and we have the added commentary that the horses trampled on her.


Now we do not know how high the floor that she was on was. But obviously high enough, it seems that the impact with the ground caused blood to splatter on the wall and on the horses (likely the ones that Jehu and others were riding).

APPLICATION: This is a very violent, a very graphic picture of her death. But, it is more importantly a reminder of the judgement of God!

I would remind you this woman brought Baal and Asherah worship into Israel. This woman was guilty of a host of capital offenses in the execution of Naboth. This woman had stirred Ahab to be the very wicked king that he was.  He was wicked on his own, he was super wicked with her.

This is graphic, but so is this, where Jesus describes hell as a place: 
“’where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’” (Mr 9:48 ESV)

MESSIAH: As we read about Jezebel’s death, it is hideous shocking, graphic. But it also serves to remind us of the hideous, shocking, and appalling death of the Lord Jesus Christ. The one who “became sin” so that we might be made the righteous of God in Him (IICor 8:10). 

This is the shock factor of our sins (heinous) and yet Jesus took them to Calvary and bore them on our behalf!

Another Important Point of APPLICATION: God has avenged the death of his servant. It did not happen immediately, but Naboth mattered to God and final justice would be served! God does and will avenge his children (Nahum 1:2; Deut 32:43):
“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is avenging and wrathful; the LORD takes vengeance on his adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies.” (Na 1:2 ESV)

“"Rejoice with him, O heavens; bow down to him, all gods, for he avenges the blood of his children and takes vengeance on his adversaries. He repays those who hate him and cleanses his people’s land."” (De 32:43 ESV)

Evil men may prosper here on earth (which is as best a very short time), but God gets the final say. God will avenge the blood of His persecuted children eventually and finally!

Vs 34 - So Jehu goes in and eats and drinks. As he is having dinner and considering what has happened, he has a change of mind of sorts.

He then directs some (unnamed) followers who are with him to go out, pick up Jezebel, (this cursed woman) and bury her. His reason… She is a king’s daughter.

Keep in mind, she is the daughter of the King of Sidonia (Ethbaal) (with Baal).

Vs 35 - So those whom he had directed, went out to bury her.  All they found was her skull, feet, and the palms of her hands. 

Another Graphic picture of judgment.

Vs 36-37 - Those who had been so directed, came back and reported to Jehu what they had found.

Jehu, who obviously had some familiarity with Elijah and his prophecy said, this is exactly what Elijah said when he prophesied against Ahab and Jezebel from Naboth’s vineyard!

“Behold, I will bring disaster upon you. I will utterly burn you up, and will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel. And I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the anger to which you have provoked me, and because you have made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel the LORD also said, ‘The dogs shall eat Jezebel within the walls of Jezreel.’” (1Ki 21:21-23 ESV)

Although it took many years for judgment to fall, it ultimately fell and the fall was absolutely fatal for Jezebel and it will be fatal for the entire house of Jeroboam. 

There is no grave marker, there is no headstone, there is no place where you can go and visit Jezebel. As promised, the dogs ate her up, within the walls of Jezreel!

APPLICATION: God’s word will not fail. Every single jot and tittle, every single word and phrase will come true.

But it is more than that is it not. God’s word provides the guidance and direction we need for today. It is not only true for the tomorrows (future) but it provides truth for today:
“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2Ti 3:16-17 ESV)

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” (Heb 4:12 NKJV)

To close out the sad story of Bonnie and Clyde, I mean Ahab and Jezabel, we have a man and a women who were bent of doing evil, a man and a woman who spurned the grace of Yahweh over and over.

To finish the story, before we head to Romans: Keeping it simple, Ahab had 70 sons, of course this might have included grandsons as well. Jehu sent word to Samaria, the capital city where they all lived, likely all living in the palace. The rulers of the city along with the elders and the guardians of Ahab’s sons, slaughtered all 70, put their heads in baskets and sent them to Jehu in Jezreel.

Although it took time for the prophecy to be fulfilled, it ultimately was. In horrific and graphic ways. 

Such is the Word of God, delays in promised judgement may seem, to a lost and dying world like cancelled judgment. But the only thing that can cancel judgment is placing faith in Jesus Christ.

That is the point of I Kings, man needed a better king, than even the very best we could muster, and when the true and living God is removed, lost men and women can sink into the most wicked and defiled villains we have ever seen!

As we come to Romans, we will find Paul is ready to introduce us to the Lord Jesus Christ and the Gospel of God!
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