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Yahweh Descends on Mt Sinai  

Exodus 19:1-19:25 

(Lesson #19) 

19:1 On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came 

into the wilderness of Sinai.  

Moses begins the Sinai section with a clear temporal marker: “the third new moon.”  In the Hebrew calendar, a 

ḥōdesh refers to the new moon, which marked the beginning of each month. Thus, “the third new moon” likely 

indicates the start of the third month since Israel’s departure from Egypt. 

This verse introduces the third major timestamp in the Exodus narrative. Reviewing the timeline helps us grasp the 

movement of the story: 

1. Departure from Egypt — 15th day of the first month (Num 33:3).  

2. Arrival in the Wilderness of Sin — 15th day of the second month. 

3. Arrival at Sinai — “the third new moon.” 

Unlike the previous two markers, this one is less specific because it does not give an exact day of the 

month, only that it was the third lunar cycle, implying the start of that lunar cycle since leaving Egypt. 

Israel’s calendar was lunar-solar—regulated by the cycles of the moon (months of 29–30 days), but periodically 

adjusted to stay aligned with the agricultural seasons determined by the sun. Since each month averaged around 

29.5 days, biblical references often simplify this to 29 or 30 days per month. 

Given this: 

• They left on the 15th day of Month one. 

• They reached the Wilderness of Sin on the 15th day of Month two — about 29 days later. 

• “The third new moon” would occur roughly two weeks after that date. 

Common calculation: 15 days (mid-month departure) + ~30 days (second month) + ~1 day (into the third month) 

≈ 44–46 days. 

Connection to Pentecost: Jewish tradition associates the giving of the law at Sinai with the Feast of Weeks. This 

festival occurs seven weeks after Feast of First Fruits (Lev 23:15–16), giving us a total of 49–50 days after they 

left Egypt until the law was given on Mt Sinai. But here we are around 44-46 days since leaving Egypt.   

The timestamp in 19:1 is not only chronological; it signals the transition from redemption to relationship. God 

has brought His people out of Egypt not only to free them but to enter into covenant with them (Exod 19:4–6).  

APPLICATION: This transition from redemption to relationship applies to all of us. If God has redeemed us, He 

did so with the desire to have a relationship with us.  

Vs 2  They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. 

There Israel encamped before the mountain,  

Here the people take up a long-term encampment. This sequence aligns precisely with the itinerary later 

recorded in Numbers 33:15–16, confirming that Rephidim was indeed their final stop before reaching the 

mountain of God. 

The verb “encamped” — appears twice for emphasis. The second occurrence uses the singular (“Israel 

encamped”), portraying the nation as one unified people standing before their covenant-making God. This 

singular usage appears again at key moments (Exod 14:10), highlighting Israel’s corporate identity. 
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Vs 3-6  while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say 

to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4  You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 

and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my 

voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 

6  and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to 

the people of Israel."  

Vs 3 - Moses ascends the mountain—the very place where everything began for him. This is the same mountain 

where he encountered the burning bush, where he first heard God call him by name, and where they had the 

interaction recorded in (Ex. 3). The promise made in Exodus 3 is now fulfilled.  

The Lord “calls” to Moses from the mountain. The verb qārā’ (קָרָא) often signals divine summons and prophetic 

commissioning (1 Sam 3:4; Jonah 1:2).  

In Exodus, it highlights Moses’ unique mediating role. God now gives Moses a specific message for the nation—

one that lays the foundation for their covenant identity. 

Notice, Moses is to speak to: “the house of Jacob” and tell “the people of Israel.”  The double naming recalls 

Jacob’s past identity and his transformed future. It invokes both their origin and their calling. God is reminding 

them who they were and who they are becoming. 

 

God then gives Moses four statements, four divine declarations, structured in two parts: 

1. Two reminders of what God has done for Israel. 

2. Two conditional promises of what God will do for Israel. 

This order is crucial. Obedience flows from redemption, not toward it. This same pattern will structure the Ten 

Commandments and much of biblical ethics: Grace first, obedience second. (Eph 2:1–10; Titu 2:11–14.) 

Two Reminders of What God Has Done: 

First, God begins by calling Israel to remember what He did to the Egyptians. They are to remember the ten 

plagues, which struck at the heart of Egypt’s gods, (Exod 7–12; Num 33:4) as well as the Red Sea judgment, 

where Yahweh overturned Pharaoh’s army (Exod 14–15). 

Second, Israel is to remember what He did for them. How Yahweh, bore them up on “eagles’ wings and brought 

you to myself.” The metaphor of the eagle communicates: protection, strength, speed, and tender care.  

Do not miss the key phrase: “…and brought you to Myself.” Redemption is not simply deliverance from Egypt 

but deliverance to God. Sinai is the relational goal of the Exodus.  

APPLICATION: God saved you, so that you might know Him, be in relationship with Him, and belong to Him! 

Two Conditioned Promises Containing What God Will Do:  

Now comes the hinge: Israel’s response. Two obligations appear: 

1. “Obey my voice” — a doubled Hebrew form meaning “to truly hear,” “to hear with intent to obey.” 

2. “Keep my covenant” — to guard, preserve, or remain faithful. 

This covenant (berit, רִית  will be articulated in the chapters to come, but its essence is already clear: loyal (בְּ

relationship. God says, in effect: “You have seen My deliverance. Now will you walk in My ways?” 

Conditional Promise Number 1 
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“…you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine.” The Hebrew phrase 

segullah ( ה  means “special treasure,” “royal possession,” or “precious property.” In ancient Near Eastern (סְגֻלָּ

royal language, it referred to a king’s personal treasure—valued above all else.  
 

Conditional Promise Number 2  

“…and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” This climactic statement reveals God’s 

purpose for Israel’s vocation: 

1. “A kingdom of priests.” Not merely a nation with priests, but a nation of priests. In other words, Israel 

was to represent God to the nations (Isa 42:6; 49:6).  
2. “A holy nation” The word holy (qādôsh, ׁקָדוֹש) means “set apart,” “consecrated.” Israel was to reflect 

God, living in a way that the world would see the wisdom and justice of God through them (Deut 4:6–8). 

New Testament Fulfillment: Peter intentionally echoes Exodus 19 in reference to the church (I Pet 2:9).   

In Christ, God achieves through the Church what Israel as a nation failed to fully fulfill—serving as a priestly 

people who make God’s glory known among the nations. 

Moses receives not general guidance but a precise message. Israel’s covenant identity is not self-defined; it is 

God-declared. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Vs 7  So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had 

commanded him.  

After receiving God’s instructions at the mountain, Moses descends and summons the elders of the people. These 

elders serve as the recognized representatives of the tribes. This leadership structure appears in Exodus 3:16, is 

further clarified in Exodus 17, and here we see Moses setting these words before the elders.  

Moses “set before them” all the words of Yahweh. The phrase suggests careful presentation, not a mere 

summary. Moses lays out God’s four-part declaration (19:4–6). 

This underscores Moses’ role as the faithful covenant mediator—one who does not alter, soften, or embellish the 

divine message (Deut 5:27; Heb 3:5). 

Although this verse focuses on Moses and the elders, the narrative implies that the message extends beyond the 

leaders to the entire nation. Verse 8 will confirm this: “all the people” respond to the covenant proposal.  

The movement of the message from God → Moses → elders → Israel highlights a pattern of orderly revelation 

and representative leadership. This will remain important throughout Israel’s history and becomes the 

foundation for later prophetic, priestly, and kingly roles. 

Vs 8  All the people answered together and said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do." And Moses 

reported the words of the people to the LORD.  

The Hebrew emphasizes unity “all the people answered together.” This brief confession is Israel’s initial 

acceptance of the covenant proposal outlined in verses 4–6. At this point, Israel stands at a decisive moment. 

They affirm their willingness to: hear God’s voice, obey His commands, and keep His covenant.   



 

Yahweh Descends on Mt Sinai                                                           Dr. Rich Turner  pg. 4 

 
 

However, Israel almost certainly did not yet grasp the full scope of what covenant obedience would require—

laws, rituals, moral commands, priestly regulations, purity standards, and a reordered life. Their response is 

sincere, but it is uninformed. This will become painfully clear in Exodus 32 with the golden calf. 

APPLICATION: The New Testament also calls believers to holistic obedience grounded in grace (Joh 14:15).  

Just as Israel’s obedience flowed from what God had already done (Exod 19:4), so Christian obedience flows from 

the finished work of Christ (Rom 12:1; Eph 2:8–10). 

Vs 9a ¶  And the LORD said to Moses, "Behold, I am coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear 

when I speak with you, and may also believe you forever."  

God now reveals the manner in which He will manifest Himself: He will come in a “thick cloud.” This cloud is 

not a natural weather phenomenon but a visible manifestation of God’s presence that simultaneously reveals and 

conceals His glory.  

Throughout Scripture, this “glory-cloud” (Shekinah) becomes a hallmark of divine presence. The cloud protects 

the people from seeing God directly (Exod 33:20) while confirming that Yahweh is truly present among them. 

 

God explains the reason for this dramatic appearance: “…that the people may hear when I speak with you…” 

God intends the people to audibly hear the divine voice addressing Moses. The purpose is twofold: 

1. To validate Moses’ authority - The people will know that Moses’ words are not his own. His leadership 

is rooted in divine commissioning, not personal ambition. 

2. To cultivate lasting trust - The phrase “believe you forever” means that their confidence in Moses as 

Yahweh’s chosen mediator is to become enduring and unshakable. 

This is especially important in a book where Moses’ authority is repeatedly challenged (Exod 16:2–3; Num 12; 

Num 16). God is pre-emptively rooting Moses’ legitimacy in direct divine revelation. 

A Supernatural Event: This moment cannot be reduced to naturalistic explanations. In my opinion, and I 

believe I have the support of the Scriptures, we are not dealing with: a volcanic eruption, thunder in the 

mountains, or atmospheric oddities. 

 

The text explicitly states: 

• Yahweh will come.  

• Yahweh will speak audibly to Moses. 

• The people will hear Yahweh speaking with Moses. 

Natural events may accompany the theophany (thunder, fire, shaking), but they do not explain it. The narrative 

presents this as a direct, personal, supernatural act of revelation—God making Himself heard by an entire nation. 

This of course points to the deeper reality that Moses is here once again serving as a picture of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and you and I are to hear Him (Heb 1:1-2).  

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Vs 9b When Moses told the words of the people to the LORD,  

After the people give their unanimous response—“All that the LORD has spoken we will do” (v. 8)—Moses 

returns to God and reports their words.  
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This brief statement reinforces Moses’ role as mediator, the one who moves between the people and their God, 

carrying divine words downward and carrying the people’s response upward. This two-way movement illustrates 

what true mediation looks like. Moses does not invent the covenant, revise it, or soften its demands. He simply 

reports it, word for word.   

Vs 10-11  the LORD said to Moses, "Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them 

wash their garments 11  and be ready for the third day. For on the third day the LORD will come down on 

Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.  

God now gives Moses a second instruction: “Go” (lēk,  לֵך). Moses is not to remain on the mountain but to descend 

and prepare the people for a direct encounter with Yahweh Himself.  

What follows is a three-day consecration ritual, the first major act of national sanctification in the Torah. God 

commands Moses to “consecrate them” “to set apart,” “to make holy,” or “to dedicate to sacred use.” This 

involves two specific actions: 

1. Washing Their Garments: This outward washing symbolizes inward purification. In the ancient 

world, washing clothes was laborious and reserved for significant moments. Here, it represents: moral 

cleansing, preparation for holiness, and separation from ordinary life.  

2. Preparing for the Third Day: The people must be “ready” for the third day, showing deliberate 

emphasis. Israel must approach God mindfully, not casually.  

 

The timing is striking. The “third day” often marks a decisive moment of divine revelation, deliverance, or 

life-giving intervention in Scripture (Gen 22:4; Josh 1:11; 2 Kgs 20:5; Esth 5:1; Matt 16:21; 1 Cor 15:4). 

While Exodus 19 is not a prophecy of the resurrection, it participates in the biblical pattern.  

Israel must wait—not because God needs time, but so Israel learns to anticipate His arrival with reverence. 

God promises that on the third day “the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people.” The 

Hebrew is vivid: 

• “Yahweh will descend.” 

• “in the eyes of all the people.” 

This is a public, national, sensory theophany, involving: God’s audible voice, visible manifestations (cloud, fire, 

smoke), seismic activity, and supernatural glory. 

The text explicitly says Yahweh Himself will descend.  

The biblical authors never treat Sinai as a misunderstood volcano. They present it as a supernatural event where 

the Creator steps into the created order, revealing His holiness before an entire nation. 

Vs 12-13  And you shall set limits for the people all around, saying, ‘Take care not to go up into the mountain 

or touch the edge of it. Whoever touches the mountain shall be put to death. 13  No hand shall touch him, but 

he shall be stoned or shot; whether beast or man, he shall not live.’ When the trumpet sounds a long blast, they 

shall come up to the mountain."  

God now commands Moses to “set limits”, meaning to create visible boundaries all around the base of Mount 

Sinai. These boundaries communicate one central truth: God is holy, and His presence is dangerous for the 

unprepared. The people are instructed: “Take care not to go up into the mountain or touch even the edge of it.” 



 

Yahweh Descends on Mt Sinai                                                           Dr. Rich Turner  pg. 6 

 
 

This signals an urgent warning. God is not being harsh—He is being protective. His holiness is life-giving, but 

also lethal to sinful humanity apart from proper mediation (Exod 33:20). 

God declares that any person or animal who crosses the boundary must be executed.  Why such severity? 

1. God’s holiness cannot be violated. 

2. No one may approach God except through His appointed mediator, Moses. 

3. Even accidental trespass is deadly because the holiness of God is not diminished by human ignorance. 

The section concludes with a dramatic instruction: “When the trumpet (shofar) sounds a long blast, they shall 

come up to the mountain.” 

Several key points: God initiates the approach, the trumpet is supernatural, and God sets the terms for 

relationship. 

APPLICATION: As Yahweh called the nation of Israel to the mountain with the blast of the trumpet, one day, 

God will call us His people home, with the blast of a trumpet (II These 4:16-5:6)! 

Vs 14-15  So Moses went down from the mountain to the people and consecrated the people; and they washed 

their garments. 15  And he said to the people, "Be ready for the third day; do not go near a woman."  

Moses descends the mountain once again and carries out the consecration that God commanded in verse 10. The 

text tells us simply that he “consecrated the people” but then explains how this consecration took place:  

1. Washing Their Garments: The people washed their garments, a rare and labor-intensive act in the ancient 

Near East.  

2. Abstinence From Sexual Relations: Moses adds further instruction: “Do not go near a woman.” 

The point is not that sexual relations are defiling, but that meeting with God requires deliberate spiritual 

preparation.  

Moses emphasizes: “Be ready for the third day.” This command has now been repeated three times (vv. 11, 15, 

16), showing intentional, theological design. Israel must not drift casually into this moment.  

They must prepare physically, mentally, and spiritually for an encounter unlike anything ever imagined.  

Here at Sinai, the “third day” becomes the moment of national encounter—when God will reveal His holiness, 

His voice, His covenant, and His glory before an entire nation. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Vs 16  On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain 

and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled.  

Day one passes, then day to passes. And then the third day arrives, the day God promised He would come 

down. On the morning of that day, the atmosphere at Sinai erupts with staggering supernatural signs: 

• “Thunders” — qolot (קֹלֹת), literally voices or sounds, used elsewhere of God’s own thunderous voice. 

• “Lightnings” — baraqim (רָקִים  .flashes of divine energy ,(בְּ

• A “thick cloud” — the visible manifestation of God’s presence (the Shekinah), covering the mountain. 

• And a “very loud trumpet blast” — but not any earthly trumpet. This is a heavenly shofar blast, a 

supernatural signal announcing the approach of the King of the universe. 
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This is why it is mistaken to reduce Sinai to volcanic phenomena or natural storm systems. The text intentionally 

emphasizes Yahweh’s personal presence and the people’s ability to hear God speaking. This is God Himself 

breaking into the physical world. 

And the people trembled—yeḥerad, “quaked violently”—because Sinai is the moment when heaven touches 

earth. These same signs appear in the book of the Revelation, before the throne of God (Rev 4:5; 8:5; 11:19; 

16:18).  

Vs 17  Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they took their stand at the foot of the 

mountain.  

The trumpet has sounded, the divine summons has gone forth, and now Moses performs one of the most dramatic 
acts in all of Scripture: he leads an entire nation out to meet God. “Moses brought the people out of the camp” 

The Hebrew verb yōṣē’ ( יוֹצֵא) conveys deliberate movement—Moses is leading the people from ordinary space 

into sacred space.  

What Moses once heard alone at the burning bush is now being experienced by an entire nation. The pattern is 

intentional: the God who called Moses privately now reveals Himself publicly. 

“To meet God” — This is a stunning phrase! Israel is not meeting: 

• an idea, 

• a spiritual feeling, 

• or a mystical presence. 

They are meeting the personal, covenant-making God who saved them. 

Vs 18  Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the LORD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it 

went up like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled greatly.  

Moses now explains the cause of the dramatic phenomena enveloping Sinai—something modern naturalistic 

interpretations consistently miss. The mountain is wrapped in smoke not because of geological activity, but 

because Yahweh Himself has descended upon it. The Hebrew text is emphatic: “Yahweh descended.” There is 

no ambiguity here.  

The text says Sinai was “wrapped in smoke”, surrounded entirely like a garment placed over it. This thick cloud 

of smoke is not mere soot—it is part of the glory manifestation often called the Shekinah, the visible radiance of 

Yahweh’s presence. 

It “went up like the smoke of a kiln”—imagery the Israelites would recognize.  

“…the whole mountain trembled greatly.” The verb ḥārad means “to quake violently,” “to shudder,” “to 

tremble with intensity.” This is crucial: The mountain is trembling, the creation itself is responding to the 

presence of its Creator. This is not volcanic instability. It is the cosmic reaction to divine holiness. 

Sinai becomes a mountaintop sanctuary, a place where heaven intersects with earth.  

Vs 19-20  And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in 

thunder. 20  The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses 

to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  
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The scene reaches its climax. What began with distant thunder and lightning now crescendos into a deafening, 

supernatural trumpet blast. The text emphasizes this with repetition: “growing louder and louder.”  

This is not the blowing of a human shofar. This is the trumpet blast of heaven—a signal used throughout 

Scripture to announce the presence of God, the arrival of the King, or the initiation of divine revelation (Ex 19:13; 

Josh 6:5; 1 Thess 4:16; Rev 1:10; Rev 4:1). 

In the midst of the earth-shaking phenomena, Moses speaks. The content of what he spoke is not recorded. But 

what is recorded is stunning: “…and God answered him in thunder.” This “voice” of thunder, is the voice of 

God Himself. 

The choice of the word Elohim (אֱלֹהִים)—instead of Yahweh’s covenant name—is deliberate.  

Moses is highlighting God’s raw power, majesty, and absolute sovereignty. At this moment God is being 

revealed not as the intimate covenant God (YHWH) but as the mighty Creator, whose voice makes mountains 

tremble and nations melt (Ps 29:3–9; Nah 1:5). 

Can you imagine this moment? The people hear Moses call out—and then they hear the thunderous, 

overwhelming, terrifying voice of God responding. Remember (Ex. 20:19).  

Moses continues: “The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain.” This is the second 

time the passage repeats the descent (cf. v. 18). Moses wants us to understand that God Himself—the eternal I 

AM—descends in fire, smoke, darkness, thunder, lightning, and shaking earth.  

This is a cosmic invasion. Sinai becomes a temporary throne room. Then comes what may be the most 

awe-inspiring detail of all: “And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.” 

The entire nation stands trembling at the foot of the mountain. Not one person—man, woman, or child—may 

cross the boundary without being put to death (v. 12). But one man is summoned upward. One man is invited into 

the fire, into the smoke, into the trembling mountain—because he is the appointed mediator. 

This is one of the greatest displays of Moses’ mediatorial office in all of Scripture. He is allowed to go where no 

one else may go. 

Imagine Being There. This would have been terrifying. Awe-inducing. Overwhelming. Every human instinct 

would tell you to run. Moses alone climbs into the fire because God has chosen him as mediator. 

The writer of Hebrews intentionally juxtaposes Sinai with the new covenant experience in Christ (Heb 12). 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Vs 21-22  And the LORD said to Moses, "Go down and warn the people, lest they break through to the LORD 

to look and many of them perish. 22  Also let the priests who come near to the LORD consecrate themselves, 

lest the LORD break out against them."  

As Moses stands upon the mountain in the presence of YHWH, the narrative does not indicate precisely how long 

he has remained there.  
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What is emphasized is the urgency of the divine command that interrupts the encounter. God tells Moses, “Go 

down, solemnly warn the people.”) Israel must not “break through”— “to force a breach” or “push past a 

boundary”—in order “to look” upon YHWH. Such an act of unauthorized approach would result in many 

perishing. 

Surprisingly, the Lord adds a warning directed not merely to the general assembly but also to the “priests who 

come near” (v. 22). The verb  ׁנָגַש (nāgaš, “to draw near, approach”) is technical priestly language used later 

throughout Leviticus (e.g., Lev 21:17, 21; 22:3).  

 

Yet Israel’s formal priesthood (Aaron and his sons) has not yet been instituted. This suggests one of two 

possibilities: 

1. “Priests” may refer to existing tribal or patriarchal figures who performed cultic duties prior to the 

establishment of the Levitical system (Ex 3:1; 18:12). 

2. It may reflect the incipient stage of Israel’s calling as a “kingdom of priests” (Exod 19:6), anticipating 

the structure that will be formalized in later chapters. 

Either way, even those who are “accustomed” to sacred approach must “consecrate themselves”— lest “the 

LORD break out against them.”  

The verb here,  פָרַץ (pāraṣ, “to burst out, break forth”), is the same term later used when Uzzah touches the ark 

and YHWH “bursts out” against him (2 Sam 6:8). The imagery conveys not uncontrolled anger but the 

uncontainable reality of holiness, which cannot be taken lightly by any rank or role. 

Theologically, these verses highlight a tension central to the Sinai event: 

• God draws near to form covenant relationship (Exod 19:4–5). 

• Yet God must remain set apart, lest His people perish (Isa 6:5; Heb 12:28–29). 

This tension is later resolved not by relaxing holiness but by providing increasingly robust means of mediation—

first through the priesthood and sacrificial system, then ultimately through Christ, the perfect mediator who grants 

confident yet reverent access to God (Heb 4:14–16; 10:19–22). 

Vs 23  And Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for you yourself warned us, 

saying, ‘Set limits around the mountain and consecrate it.’"  

Moses responds to YHWH and his reply has a tone of reassurance, almost as though he believes the necessary 

precautions have already been sufficiently implemented. However, Moses’ confidence contrasts with the divine 

insistence in the previous verses (19:21–22).  

YHWH is not concerned about whether Moses communicated clearly but about the human impulse to push past 

divine boundaries, especially in moments of intense religious experience. God’s repeated warnings reveal that 

the danger lies not merely in disobedience but in presumption—the assumption that one’s own preparation is 

enough to approach unmediated holiness. 

Vs 24  And the LORD said to him, "Go down, and come up bringing Aaron with you. But do not let the priests 

and the people break through to come up to the LORD, lest he break out against them."  
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The Lord again commands Moses to descend—רֵד (rēd, “go down”)—underscoring that even Moses cannot 

remain in the divine presence apart from God’s explicit invitation. Only after he descends and warns the people 

may he “come up” again—עֲלֵה (ʿăleh)—and this time he is to bring Aaron, foreshadowing Aaron’s later priestly 

role (Exod 28–29). 

It is striking that only Moses and Aaron may ascend further. Even at this early stage, the narrative hints at graded 

access to God’s presence: 

• The people remain at the foot of the mountain. 

• The priests/leaders may draw nearer but not ascend. 

• Moses and Aaron may approach by divine command. 

This at least anticipates the later structure of the tabernacle with its outer court, holy place, and holy of holies, 

accessible only through divinely appointed mediators (Exod 25–40; Heb 9:1–7). 

APPLICATION: The God who was unapproachable at Sinai is the same One who we call Abba.  The intimacy 

of “Abba” sits alongside the majesty of Sinai. The New Testament does not diminish God’s holiness; it reveals a 

greater mediator who opens the way into that holy presence. 

Vs 25  So Moses went down to the people and told them. 

With this brief but weighty sentence, the narrative closes the preparatory scene at Sinai. Moses descends from the 

mountain, leaving the immediate presence of YHWH in obedient response to the divine command.  

This verse highlights a recurring feature of Moses’ leadership: obedience without delay. He speaks, ascends, 

descends, and warns precisely as YHWH instructs.  

Moses’ return to the camp signals that the people are now prepared. The boundaries have been set, the warnings 

repeated, and the leaders instructed. Israel stands at the foot of the mountain—purified, trembling, and ready—for 

God to speak His covenant law. 

Everything that unfolds in Exodus 19 brings to fulfillment the prophecy God spoke to Moses at the burning bush 

in ( Ex 3:11-120. At the time, that promise must have seemed distant, even impossible. Moses had no influence, 

no army, no authority, and no evidence that Pharaoh would listen. Yet the “sign” God gave was not something 

Moses would witness immediately—but it was something that Yahweh would fulfill.  

And now, in Exodus 19–20, that promise comes to pass: 

• The people have been brought out of Egypt. 

• Moses has led them safely through the wilderness. 

• And now Israel stands together at this very mountain, serving (or worshiping) YHWH exactly as God 

foretold. 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 


