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and the Supremacy of Christ!
(Heb 1:1-4a)
To download lesson guides or other study resources visit our webpage: http://truth-seekers.net
Today, we embark on an amazing journey into the superiority of Jesus and the New Covenant. Finishing our study of Exodus puts us in a perfect position to study Hebrews, as it picks up many of the topics we previously examined, including the Sabbath, the Tabernacle, the priesthood—in particular the High Priest—and the Old Covenant in general. We are in for quite a ride!
Hebrews is much different from the last three books we studied (Genesis, Acts, and Exodus). Those were primarily historical narratives where we looked for applications and "pictures" of Christ. While they contain profound truth, Hebrews is an altogether different genre. It is a structured, well-reasoned theological exposition—a sermon designed to be heard. Rather than following the typical epistolary design of greeting, body, instruction, and closing, it functions as a masterclass in Old Testament interpretation. It takes a single thesis—the absolute superiority of Christ—and unfolds it systematically over thirteen chapters. One example of how this book is a masterclass in Old Testament interpretation can be found in how the author of Hebrews builds his entire argument for Christ’s priesthood on Psalm 110 and links it to the order of Melchizedek.
Despite its sermonic character, the book concludes with a traditional epistle-like closing. This includes personal greetings, a mention of Timothy's release, and a final benediction (Hebrews 13:20–25). This book is unique in our Bible and serves as a model for expositional teaching. If you want to understand the Old Covenant and the associated elements of Hebrew worship, the book of Hebrews is the place to go.
An interesting observation is that with many New Testament books the author is addressing the "Jew vs. Gentile" debate (like Galatians or Romans). The author of Hebrews is not arguing for the inclusion of Gentiles, but rather for the completion of the Jewish faith in Christ.
I believe you are going to fall in love with the book, and more importantly, with the One that it exalts!
Title: “The Letter to the Hebrews”
The epistle bears the traditional title that it was assigned early on as the scriptures began to come together, namely the Greek title: “To the Hebrews.” 
It is important to note that within the epistle itself it does not identify its audience. Since the epistle is filled with so many references to Jewish history and Jewish religious practices, the title has carried through the years and most agree this book is clearly written to Hebrews (Jews).
Finally, and we will see this in a moment, it is clear that the author’s primary concern seems to be Jewish believers who were being tempted to return to the comfort of the Old Covenant and Temple system as a way to avoid persecution. This provides the "why" behind the urgency of the book’s warnings.
Author:
The author of Hebrews is unknown. The writer is not identified in the letter, nor do the Early Church Fathers provide a unified voice on the matter. Many have been suggested as possible authors, Paul, Barnabas, Silas, Apollos, Luke, Philip, Priscilla, Aquila, and Clement of Rome.
Chuck Missler built a compelling case for the Apostle Paul as the author. I would like to walk you through the evidence that points to Paul, provide the counterevidence, and conclude with my thoughts.
Evidence of Pauline Authorship
There are several reasons to believe Paul was the author:
1. The Mention of Timothy (Hebrews 13:23)
The author refers to "our brother Timothy," noting that Timothy has been released and that if he arrives soon, the author will visit the audience with him: "You should know that our brother Timothy has been released, with whom I shall see you if he comes soon" (Heb. 13:23, ESV). Since Timothy was Paul’s most frequent companion, this serves as a primary biographical bridge linking the author to Paul’s inner circle.

2. Early Manuscript Tradition
From a very early date, Hebrews was included in the collection of Pauline epistles. For example, Papyrus 46—one of the oldest surviving manuscripts (dated to the early second century, possibly as early as 125 AD)—contains the Pauline letters and includes Hebrews immediately after Romans. This placement suggests that the early church associated the letter with Paul.

3. Theological and Rhetorical Harmony
Proponents of Pauline authorship point to deep thematic parallels between Hebrews and Paul’s undisputed writings:
· The "Body" Imagery: Both Paul (1 Cor. 12:12–14) and the author of Hebrews (Heb. 13:3) use the concept of the "Body" to describe the Church.
· Old Covenant as Shadow: Both use the language of the Old Covenant being a "shadow" of the reality found in Christ (Col. 2:17; Heb. 8:5; 10:1).
· Milk and Meat: Both authors use the metaphor of "milk" versus "solid food" to describe the maturity of believers (1 Cor. 3:1–3; Heb. 5:11–14).
· Shared Quotations: Both writers quote key Old Testament passages (such as Habakkuk 2:4 and Deuteronomy 32:35) in nearly identical fashion.
4. A Common Close
Paul ends each of his letters differently, but there is one common theme: grace (charis). 
The final verses of the book of Hebrews: 24 Greet all your leaders and all the saints. Those who come from Italy send you greetings. 25 Grace be with all of you. (Hebrews 13:24-25, ESV).
Grace is part of every one of Paul’s benedictions. For example (Rom 16:20; ICor 16:23; IICor 13:14; Heb 13:25). The only other New Testament book that mentions grace (charis), in the benediction is The Revelation. 
Arguments Against Pauline Authorship
1) The Anonymity of the Text
Unlike Paul’s thirteen acknowledged epistles, which explicitly identify him in the opening salutation, Hebrews is completely anonymous. Paul famously emphasized his apostolic authority and personal signature in each of his letters. The author of Hebrews purposefully chooses to remain anonymous.  
Proponents of Pauline authorship respond that because Paul was viewed by many non-believing Jews as a traitor, he may have chosen anonymity to ensure the letter’s content was received without immediate prejudice.
2. The Author’s Self-Description (Hebrews 2:3)
This is often cited as a strong argument against Pauline authorship. Hebrews 2:3 says: "It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard." This seems contrary to Paul’s claim in Galatians 1:11–12, where he wrote: 11 For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is not man’s gospel. 12 For I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. (Ga 1:11–12, ESV). 
Furthermore, the phrasing here in Hebrews suggests the author is a second or third generation hearer. Those who argue for Paul respond that this verse simply reflects the author’s inclusion of himself among those who heard the message, without explicitly identifying his unique status.
3. Stylistic and Linguistic Differences
The Greek of Hebrews is widely considered the most polished and rhetorically complex in the New Testament.
· Literary Style: Scholars note that Hebrews is written in a more formal, high-register Greek than the more spontaneous style Paul used in his other epistles.
· Vocabulary: Key Pauline terms—such as "mystery" (mystērion) or "gospel" (euangelion)—are absent in Hebrews. Conversely, Hebrews uses specific terminology, such as the title "High Priest" for Jesus, which Paul never uses elsewhere.
Conclusion:
So, who wrote the Letter to the Hebrews? Although the evidence leans toward Paul, we must ultimately conclude that we do not know for certain. Regardless of human authorship, we hold to the truth of 2 Timothy 3:16–17: "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work" (ESV).
The ultimate author is the Divine Himself, who moved the unnamed human author to pen this amazing book. 
Audience:
As we consider the title, one might initially suspect that it serves to identify the audience. I submit that the title alone does not identify the audience. Clearly, this book is written to Jews, but which Jews? At this point in history (1st century AD), we could divide Jews into several different groups, including:
1. Jews who believed that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
2. Jews who rejected that Jesus was the promised Messiah.
3. Jews who had started loosely following the Messiah but were not yet fully convinced.
So, to which group is the letter intended? First, I would say the bulk of the letter is aimed at group 1 (Jews who have believed that Jesus is the Messiah). However, it also seems to speak to group 3. In fact, the warnings we will discuss in a moment seem to be directed at those who are beginning to consider that Jesus is the Messiah but have not yet fully believed. Paul seems to focus his warnings to this group. For it is this group that is in danger of sliding back to Old Covenant practices. 
There is another aspect we must keep in mind as we proceed: the letter is not only written to Hebrews who believe or are considering that Jesus is the promised Messiah, but many of these Jews were also suffering persecution for their faith or their loose allegiance to Jesus Christ. 
They were being rejected by the majority of Jews and persecuted for their connection to Jesus. I believe that understanding the audience, as well as the persecution they faced because of their faith, will help us immensely, especially when we come to the warnings contained in the book of Hebrews.
Date:
The book of Hebrews was likely written between AD 60 and 70, possibly around the middle of that decade, though scholars acknowledge significant uncertainty regarding the precise date.
It is nearly universally agreed that it was written prior to AD 70. Although the letter makes many references to Temple worship, it contains no mention of the destruction of Jerusalem’s Temple. Such a reference would have powerfully reinforced the author’s argument that the Old Covenant had been superseded—an omission difficult to explain if the letter were written after AD 70. Additionally, the text describes Jewish sacrifices as ongoing (7:27–28; 8:3–5; 9:6–10; 9:25; 10:1–4, 11–14; and 13:10–11), further suggesting composition before the Temple’s destruction ended the sacrificial system. 
Finally, the early church father Clement of Rome quoted from Hebrews in his epistle to the Corinthians written by AD 95, establishing a definite upper boundary for its composition.
Occasion for Writing:
The book of Hebrews was clearly written to Jews who had, at a minimum, taken an interest in the claims of Jesus as the Messiah, and more significantly, many who had placed their faith in Him.
These believers were suffering extreme hardships for their faith, having been rejected by their countrymen, and they likely felt like exiles themselves. They may have missed the fellowship of their peers and the elements common to the Jewish liturgical system, including the weekly Sabbath, the High Holy Days, and the sacrifices offered at the Temple.
It is to these brothers and sisters that the writer of Hebrews takes up his pen. He encourages them to continue in their faith and warns them against sliding backward—against returning to what was familiar: Judaism. 
The writer begins and proceeds throughout the entire letter with one main theme, which is summarized on the graphic for this study: Jesus is Better! But the writer of Hebrews does not end there. The word “better” is woven throughout the book.
Jesus is better than the angels (Heb 1:4), He is better than Moses (Heb 3:3), and He offers a better rest than Joshua (Heb 4:8-9). It is through the gospel that we have a better hope (Heb 7:19), for in the gospel we learn that Jesus is the guarantor of a better covenant (Heb 7:22) that is built on a better sacrifice (Heb 9;23) thus it has better promises (Heb 8:6) and we are waiting for a better country (Heb 11:16) . 
The writer wants to ensure his audience understands regardless of what they may be enduring, Jesus and the New Covenant are supremely better!
The writer concludes the letter with admonitions and a short benediction. It will help us understand this letter if we can keep the audience and the occasion for writing in mind as we work our way through the text in the coming weeks.
Warnings:
Under the discussion of the Audience and Occasion for Writing, I mentioned warnings contained with the book of Hebrews.  In fact, there are five distinct warnings contained in the book of Hebrews (some authors split warning number five into two warnings). We will look briefly at these warnings now and revisit them to review in detail once we arrive at the specific text.

First Warning: The Danger of Neglect (2:1–4):
“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it... 

Second Warning: The Danger of Unbelief (3:7–4:13):
“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, where your fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years...”

Third Warning: The Danger of Spiritual Immaturity (5:11–6:20):
“... For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and holding him up to contempt...”

Fourth Warning: The Danger of Failing to Endure (10:26–39):
“For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries...”

Fifth Warning: The Danger of Refusing God (12:14–29):
“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled; that no one is sexually immoral or unholy like Esau, who sold his birthright for a single meal...”

Basic Outline of Hebrews:

I.	Prologue: The Exaltation of the Son (1:1–4)
II.	Christ Superior to the Angels (1:5–2:18)
A.	Superior to the Angels as the Exalted Lord (1:5–13)
B.	Superior to the Angels as the Perfected Adam (2:1–18)
III.	Christ Is Superior to the Old Covenant in His Sabbath Rest (3:1–6:20)
A.	The Greater Moses (3:1–6)
B.	Warning of Entering Sabbath Rest (3:7–4:13)
C.	Jesus as the Great High Priest (4:14–5:10)
D.	Warning of Apostasy (5:11–6:12)
E.	The Blessing of Abraham and Jesus as Priest (6:13–20)
IV.	Jesus as the Great High Priest in the Line of Melchizedek (7:1–10:39)
A.	Jesus and Melchizedek (7:1–8:13)
B.	The Superiority of the Heavenly Temple (9:1–28)
C.	The Perfect Sacrifice of Christ (10:1–39)
V.	The Nature of Persevering Faith (11:1–12:29)
A.	Heavenly Cloud of Witnesses (11:1–40)
B.	Persevering Faith of Christ and True Believers (12:1–29)
VI.	Final Admonitions, the Benediction, and Letter Closing (13:1–25)
A.	The Results of a Heavenly Citizenship (13:1–19)
B.	The Benediction and Letter Closing (13:20–25)
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Moving into the Text:
As we prepare to tackle the first four verses, I want you to see how much different this letter opens than all the other epistles in our Bible. Let me do this by giving you a few samples of how the others open (Rom 1:1,7; ICor 1:1-2; Gal 1:1-2; Eph 1:1; ITim 1:1; Jam 1:1; IPet 1:1, Rev 1:1). 
What did those introductions all have in common?  Hold that thought as we now move into Hebrews.
I.	Prologue: The Exaltation of the Son (1:1–4)


1:1-4 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.” (Hebrews 1:1–4, ESV)
First, a few obvious observations, especially in light of what a typical epistle starts like:
1) There is no Introduction or announcement of the human author
2) There is no announcement or declaration of the recipients
3) The letter opens nothing like an epistle but more like a sermon. 
In fact, this opening of Hebrews is more like the opening of Genesis or the Gospel of John (Gen 1:1; Joh 1:1). 
The writer of Hebrews opens by reminding his readers when, what, who, and even how God had spoken across the arc of history to the nation of Israel. 
Long ago, formerly, previously, or a long time ago. The writer is drawing the audience’s attention to what God did in the distant past. 
And many times, the Greek word is πολυμερῶς (polymerōs). It is compound word that is also a hapax legomenon. But the meaning seems clear enough. A long time ago and at many different times.  
So, long ago (broadly when), and at many different times (more specific when), in many different ways (how), God spoke (what) to our Fathers (recipient who), by the prophets (deliverer who). 
We need to pause there and not lose this point in the thrust of the verse. Yahweh the creator God had been speaking, to follow the writer’s point, God had spoken to the Jewish nation (our fathers) and He had been doing it through the prophets. 
According to the author of Hebrews the creator God had been speaking many times and in many ways to the Jewish nation through the prophets.
Here are a few examples of how God spoke in many times and in many different ways to many different people (Ex 3:1-5; Gen 15:1; Is 6:8-9; Gen 28:10-13; Num 27:18-21, Judg 13:2-5; Num 22:26-28). 
This of course is only a curated sample, but it is clear even from this small sample that God has spoken in MANY different ways, to many different people. 
So that we do not lose the thrust of the author’s argument, he is focusing on the many times, and the many ways, God spoke to the nation through the prophets. 
Examples include: Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Elijah, Elisha, Miriam, Deborah, Nathan, Amos, Hosea, Micah, and Joel.
To be honest we could go deeper, but there is no need the writer of Hebrews point is clear.  
God had been communicating. He was not silent; his lips were not stilled. Over the less than 7,000 years of human history, God had been busy speaking, and even if we narrow that list to “prophets” clearly, God had been busy speaking!
Yes, God has spoken at many times and in ways to the Jewish nation, through the prophets, but that was all “long ago!” That was all former times, that was all in the distant past!
There is no written record of God speaking through the prophets for over 400 years. The final prophet was Malachi and he prophesied around 450BC.
So yes, God had spoken and He had done so in many different ways through many different prophets. But that was all long ago. That is ancient news. That had not happened for over four centuries. 
For a moment, our heart dips, we sense the weight of what the writer is saying. The highly communicative God, had gone silent. Let the gravity of what the author is conveying touch your heart. 
For reasons that are not explained here, the God who was busy communicating, years ago (hundreds) went silent and has maintained that silence.  
Now if that were the end, it would be devastating news for you and I and indeed for the world.
But the writer of Hebrews does not let us sink long, for this sentence transitions with a common English conjunction. But!  
Yes, it had been hundreds of years since God spoke to the prophets, but... “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...”
While it is true that the highly communicative God had gone silent, and that silence had stretched for over four centuries!
He began to speak again, here in these last days (again we will pick that up in a second) and He is doing so not in many ways through many prophets, BUT in a single way and in a single person.
God is speaking again in these last days and He is doing so through HIS SON!
These verses climax grammatically the same way they climax theologically, in the SON!
The best way to see this relationship of these verses is by placing it on a table:
	God Speaking...

	Various times and various ways
	Last days

	God
	He

	Spoke
	Has spoken

	To the fathers
	To us

	By the prophets
	By His Son



G.L. Cockerill writes: “If one likens God’s word through the prophets to hearing someone over the radio, then his word in the Son is like meeting the speaker in person.” 

So, God did this in the past, but now “in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son...”
The two Greek words employed here are ἔσχατος (eschatos) and ἡμέρα (hēmera), last, final, or latter days.
This Greek phrase “last days” is highlighting a time that began with Christ’s first coming and will end with his with his second coming, when his “enemies” will be made “a stool” under his “feet” (1:13). 
Let me show you this. First, we see in the context, notice the writer refers to “these last days.”
This phrase is used multiple times and in multiple places in the New Testament and it is those uses that help us nail down when this time period is. Let me show you a few (Act 2:17-21; IITim 3:1-5; IIPet 3:3-4). 
Vs 2b-3 - whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Having mentioned the Son, it is like the author’s mind, and thus his pen begins to overflow, all to expound on the nature of Son, the person of Jesus Christ. 
Knowing that the author is going to now describe the Eternal Son, we might guess that he would begin with the Son’s preexistence or the Son’s role in Creation. He will get there, but that is not how he begins.  
Here are his points in the order he makes them:
1) Jesus is the heir of all things 
2) Jesus is the one who created the world 
3) Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God 
4) Jesus is the exact imprint of His (God’s) nature
5) Jesus is the one who upholds the universe by His power.
Now before we unpack those points, two big, overarching observations:
First, follow the flow, long ago and in various ways God spoke to our Fathers through the prophets. BUT NOW, God speaks to Us, through the One who is the heir of all things, through the One who created the world, through the One who is the radiance of the glory of God, through the one who is the exact imprint of God’s nature, through the One who upholds the universe by His own power.
I hope you see the continuance, yet at the same time the absolute superiority of the ONE who now speaks.
Second, before we even unpack this it is clear that the writer is saying, in terms that cannot be confused or ignored. Jesus is divine, Jesus is God in the flesh. 
Let’s get to his points:
1. Jesus is the heir of all things: 
This declaration carries profound theological weight. The writer is saying by inheritance the Father has given everything to the Son. 
This heirship echoes the covenant promise to the Davidic king in Psalm 2. The author of Hebrews identifies Jesus as the true King of Israel and the One the Old Testament anticipated.
The scope of this inheritance is universal, “all things”. The whole world and all of creation belong to Jesus as an inheritance. What makes this heirship distinctive is its connection to Christ’s exaltation. 
The Son’s heirship is tied to his kingship and rule over all, commencing with his exaltation to God’s right hand (Phil 2:9-11). 
This inheritance carries implications for believers as well. Because believers are children of God, they become heirs alongside Christ; whatever belongs to Christ belongs to them. Consider (Rom 8:16-17). 
The heirship of all things thus becomes not merely a statement about Christ’s cosmic dominion, but an invitation to share in his ultimate triumph.
2. Jesus is the one who created the world
The New Testament consistently presents Jesus as the agent through whom the entire creation came into existence. John’s prologue makes this very point (Joh 1:1-3). 
This claim appears throughout the epistles as well: Paul writes that the universe—encompassing both visible and invisible realms, including cosmic powers—owes its existence to Christ (Col 1:15-17). 
The theological weight of these statements extends beyond mere origination of the creation. 
Look again at Col 1:15 again: Jesus is “the image of the invisible God!” This positions Christ as the supreme revelation of divine nature. 
Paul would go on to say: “For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,” (Col 2:9, ESV)
C. H. Spurgeon wrote: “I love to think that He who created all things is also our Savior, for then He can create in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me. If I need a complete new creation—as I certainly do—He is equal to the task.”
3.    Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God
This metaphor operates on multiple levels. The term “radiance” conveys brightness and shining, evoking Old Testament imagery where Moses’ face shone after encountering God (Ex 34:34-35), and the divine presence manifested on Mount Sinai as bright fire (Ex 24:17).  
The word itself is a Hapax Legomenon, but the root from which this word comes means dawn or daybreak. Some have described this word translated “radiance” to be like the rays of the sun.
Since God’s glory is closely associated with his presence, the New Testament uses this language to express profound truths about Jesus’ divine nature—he is the visible manifestation of God’s glory in incarnate form. He is not radiating light because He has been in the Yahweh’s presence. He is the radiance of the glory of God! 
Think back for a moment to what Moses asked of Yahweh (Ex 33:18). 
In Christ, we see the radiance (shining forth) of God’s glory.
4. Jesus is the exact imprint of His (God’s) nature
This declaration also has profound theological weight. The term “imprint” functions like the stamp pressed onto a coin—a precise reproduction of a ruler’s image. 
This metaphor communicates something essential: Jesus embodies God’s authentic nature, possessing identical characteristics and abilities to God. 
What makes this claim remarkable is its relational dimension. Since a prophet’s role involves revealing God’s intentions, character, and commands, Jesus surpasses all previous prophets precisely because he is God incarnate. Who better reveals God than God himself?
As “the image of the invisible God,” Jesus embodies and makes visible God’s fullness and wisdom. 
Where the Old Testament speaks of God as hidden from human perception (think of the Holy of Holies), the New Testament presents the invisible God becoming visible in human flesh. Consider (Joh 14:9). 
G.L. Cockerill wrote: “These two complementary expressions, “the radiance of God’s glory” and “the exact imprint of God’s very being,” preserve the distinctness of the Son while affirming that the finality of his revelation is based on his identity with the God he reveals.”
Jesus is the fire embossed, stamped out image of the One True and Living God!
5. Jesus is the one who upholds the universe by the Word of His power.
Once again, this claim carries profound theological weight because sustaining and upholding the world represents an attribute traditionally ascribed to God alone (consider Ps 104).
The phrase employs a Hebrew expression meaning God’s active oversight, not merely passive maintenance. 
The Son is sustaining the universe, by the same “powerful word” that He created it by (Heb 11:3). 
This encompasses not just the earth with its physical features and inhabitants, but the entire cosmos across all distant worlds. 
The capacity to hold the vast universe together so it doesn’t collapse into chaos, or nothingness represents the highest expression of omnipotence.
The writer has taken the attributes given to the God of Israel throughout the Old Testament and applied them to Jesus—presenting him as the heir of all creation, the Creator of the world, and its sustainer. 
This isn’t merely poetic language; it constitutes a direct ascription of divinity to the Son of God. 
C. H. Spurgeon wrote: “Surely, if Christ upholds all things He can uphold me. If the word of His power upholds earth and heaven, surely, that same word can uphold you, poor trembling heart, if you will trust him.” 
1:4a - After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high…”
Before we unpack this verse, recognized this statement is a clear an undeniable allusion to one of, if not the book’s key verse. Consider Ps 110:1; Heb 8:1; Heb 10:12-13; Heb 12:2). 
The fact that Jesus is seated at the right hand of God is not only a key thought for the book of Hebrews, but it highlights that He is the Promised Messiah being announced in Psalm 110.
But let’s back up, for we slipped over a significant point. He was seated at the right hand of the Father, but it was only after He made “purification for sins!”
The timeless relationship of the Father and Son is brought into sharp focus, and reaches its climax for it was the Son, who made purification (cleansing) for sins!
This of course is a reference to his work at Calvary and reminds us that it is the blood of Jesus that cleanses us from our sins (IJoh 1:7-9). 
This language takes us back to the Bronze altar and the golden mercy seat (Lev 16:30). For it was there that cleansing was presented as happening. Yet the writer of Hebrews will tell us in coming chapters:
“For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.” (Hebrews 10:4, ESV)
The bronze altar and the golden mercy seat were object lessons, pointing forward to the only thing that could cleanse us from our sins. The blood of God’s Son!
Once the work of purification was over, Christ took His rightful place at the right hand of the Majesty on High!
It is interesting that the one thing the earthly tabernacle did not have was a “seat” unless of course you include the mercy seat. 
The priest or even the high priest never sat down. There was no place to sit down because the work was never finished. Jesus, having finished the work of redemption is “seated” in the heavenlies. 
Notice that Jesus is seated at the right hand, this is the place of ultimate authority. There is a subordination that is implied here, the Father gives, the Son receives.
Now we are stopping in the middle of the verse, and that is simply because the writer having completed the exhalation of the Son is now going to transition to show the next point in our outline, namely that Jesus is great than the angels.  We will save all of his points and comparisons to next week.  Lord willing. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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