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Supplemental Material 
The Ipuwer Papyrus
When discussing the Exodus with someone who does not believe the Bible, one of the objections you’ll often hear is this: “The plagues of the Exodus cannot be true. If they were, there would be evidence from Egypt about those events.”
To that, I would offer three points.
1) The Silence of Egyptian Records
We should not be surprised that rulers who were considered gods by their people—such as Amenhotep II or Thutmose IV—would have no desire to record events that demonstrated their own impotence, and by extension, the weakness of all Egyptian gods. Their pride and political power would have worked together to ensure that, if such events occurred, they were deliberately omitted from official records.

2) Corroborating Evidence Both in and Beyond Egypt
When you align the events of the Exodus, the post-Exodus period, and Israel’s entry into the Promised Land, you find a large amount of corroborating evidence. (Think back to our study on the Pharaoh of the Exodus.)

3) A Curious Egyptian Document
Despite the silence in official inscriptions, there is a fascinating document from Egypt that describes a time of great calamity—one that sounds strikingly similar to the biblical plagues. This text is known as the Ipuwer Papyrus.

Quick Facts About the Ipuwer Papyrus:
· Discovered before 1829 and eventually acquired by the Dutch government, it is now housed in the National Museum of Antiquities in Leiden, Netherlands.
· Written by a royal Egyptian scribe named Ipuwer.
· Composed in Egyptian Hieratic script as a poetic lament.
· Scholars date it broadly between 1250 and 2000 BC. (The Exodus is traditionally dated around 1446 BC.)
· It describes a period of chaos, disorder, and disaster in Egypt.
· Some Egyptologists dismiss it as legend or fiction, while others believe it reflects real historical events from an earlier time.
According to the Armstrong Institute of Biblical Archaeology:
“Many references throughout the papyrus are strikingly similar to the biblical account of the 10 plagues—possible allusion can be found to at least six of the biblical plagues—as well as other elements of the Exodus account.”
Am I claiming this papyrus is definitive proof of the Exodus? No. But its content is undeniably intriguing and worth examining.
Ten Striking Parallels Between the Ipuwer Papyrus and the Biblical Account of the Exodus
1) River turned to blood
Ipuwer Papyrus: “Indeed, the river is blood, yet men drink of it.”
Exodus 7:20: “...all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood.”


2) Widespread Death and Mourning
Ipuwer Papyrus: “Death is not lacking. The mummy-cloth calls out to people. Groaning is throughout the land, mingled with laments.”
Exodus 12:30: “...there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead.”

3) Darkness Over the Land
Ipuwer Papyrus: “The land is without light.”
Exodus 10:22: “...there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.”

4) Destruction of Crops
Ipuwer Papyrus: “Indeed, everywhere barley has perished.”
Exodus 9:31: “And the flax and the barley were smitten...”

5) Collapse of Social Order
Ipuwer Papyrus: “The poor man has become the owner of wealth... Officials are hungry and homeless.”
Exodus Context: The plagues destabilized Egypt leading to upheaval and the release of the Israelites.

6) Pestilence and Disease
Ipuwer Papyrus: “Indeed, [hearts] are violent; pestilence is throughout the land.”
Exodus 9:15: “...I had put forth my hand, and smitten thee and thy people with pestilence...”

7) Fire and Destruction
Ipuwer Papyrus: “Behold, the fire has gone up on high... gates, columns and walls are burned up.”
Exodus 9:23–24: “...fire ran down unto the earth... fire flashing up amidst the hail...”

8) Death is Everywhere
Ipuwer Papyrus: Indeed, [hearts] are violent, pestilence is throughout the land, blood is everywhere, death is not lacking… 
Exodus 12:30  “And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants and all the Egyptians. And there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead.” 

9) Another Quote About Death
Ipuwer Papyrus: Indeed, men are few, and he who places his brother in the ground is everywhere...
Exodus 12:30 (Above). 

10) Slaves Have Riches
Ipuwer Papyrus: Indeed, gold and lapis lazuli, silver and turquoise, carnelian and amethyst, Ibhet-stone and […] are strung on the necks of maidservants…
Exodus 11:2 “Speak now in the hearing of the people, that they ask, every man of his neighbor and every woman of her neighbor, for silver and gold jewelry.”
Final Thought:
Was Ipuwer writing poetic fiction about imagined disasters, or was he describing real catastrophes that resemble the biblical account? We cannot say with certainty, but it seems unlikely that such parallels are mere coincidence.  Here is a link to an English translation for your own study: https://www.bibleblender.com/2020/biblical-lessons/biblical-history/ancient-texts/complete-translation-ancient-egypt-ipuwer-papyrus 
Here is a link to a well-done video on this subject on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vL-OWz8Awm0&t=609s
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