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Description automatically generated]Proverbs Chapter 12 (Lesson #13)
28 Additional Proverbs from the Pen of Solomon

[bookmark: _Hlk185395244]As we have discussed, the book of Proverbs is broken into Seven different sections. 
We have finished SECTION I chapters 1-9, two months ago and we have started our journey in SECTION II, this is the largest section of the Proverbs and extends from 10:1 all the way to 22:16. So it is a little longer than Section I. 
Scholars tell us that it contains 375 proverbs. So far we have looked at 62 of those proverbs. Today we look at an additional (28 proverbs).   
As we discussed our last time together, there is a great deal of wisdom in these 13 chapters that make up SECTION II. 

Like the first 62 proverbs from chapters 10 and 11, most of the proverbs we will review today are contrasting statements. In fact nearly every proverb in today’s study is a contrasting statement (with the exception of 2). 

As we discussed, at times the Proverbs can seem thrown together. But, nothing could be further from the truth, there is always form and there is always a driving theme or themes. 

Here is how the beautiful symmetry of chapter 12. First two equal blocks of 14 verses, where the second block repeats the first block:
Vs 1 	The wise person is teachable
Vs 2-13 	Contrast proverbs about words and deeds
Vs 14 	A non-contrast conclusion
Vs 15	The wise person is teachable
Vs 16-27	 Contrast proverbs about words and deeds
Vs 28	A non-contrast conclusion

It seems the focus of the proverbs we will review today are about your speech and your deeds. The lead point for both subunits is the righteous are teachable, while the contrasting point is also true!
 

Once Again, we are going to spend about a minute on each of these proverbs, just scratching the surface, for each is a treasure chest worthy of our meditation. 


OK Ready?


Vs 1 ¶  Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates reproof is stupid.
To love knowledge, truly love it, also means that you are open and desirous of correction. 
Many claim to love knowledge, but their hatred of correction indicates differently.
For, according to Solomon, those who love discipline are the ones who love instruction. 
Are you and I open to correction from God’s words and our brothers in Christ? Are we teachable?
BUT... The one who hates correction, Solomon says is “stupid” (brutish, animal like, or foolish). So much for seeker friendly Proverbs! 
Vs 2 ¶  A good man obtains favor from the LORD, but a man of evil devices he condemns.
A good man, let me define, one who has placed faith in Jesus Christ and seeks to order his life by God’s word. A good man. Not a perfect man, there was only one of those, but a good man.
A good man obtains favor from the Lord. 
Daniel was a man who found favor with the Lord, David was a man who found favor with the Lord, Philip the Deacon was a man who found favor with the Lord. 
A good man is favored by Yahweh! A good man is blessed of the Lord. A good man is a man who as received God’s grace.
BUT... God condemns those of evil devices. Those who reject Jesus and those who reject God’s word will suffer harm (now and future). 
Vs 3 ¶  No one is established by wickedness, but the root of the righteous will never be moved.
This proverb is simple, lets work it backwards, in spite of the fact that little is fixed and stable in life, the righteous person will never be moved. 
What a beautiful promise, that the righteous person is like a tree planted by the rivers of water, fixed, unmovable, settled, and unshakable.
But the wicked are not so, they are like the chaff which the wind drives away. Therefore, the wicked will not stand.
Opposite of the righteous they will be destroyed. 

Vs 4 ¶  An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, but she who brings shame is like rottenness in his bones.
An excellent wife is a crown to her husband. 
According to co-pilot – A crown is a symbol that is meant to evoke a sense of awe and respect for those who wear it. It is meant to signify honor and dignity. 
A noble woman, a virtuous woman, a woman who has given her life to Christ is a crown to her husband. She is an adornment that is meant to signify honor and dignity.
An excellent (virtuous, showing high moral standards) wife honors her husband, she brings glory and honor to her husband. 
BUT... the one who shames her husband, the one that is more like a crown of thorns than a golden crown, the one who diminishes her husband is metaphorically like rottenness in the bones!
A woman who brings shame upon her husband is like cancer to her husband. 
Men we need to make sure out sons and grandsons understand the importance of choosing an excellent wife to marry!

Vs 5 ¶  The thoughts of the righteous are just; the counsels of the wicked are deceitful.
What do we think about? Our thoughts indicate our current condition and our likely destination. 
The thoughts of those who are righteous are just (right or fitting). Stated differently, your thoughts indicate who you are at the core. Your inner thought life. 
“Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life.” (Pr 4:23 ESV)
BUT, although a but is not used here it is clearly contrasting two things. 
The thoughts of the righteous are right and fitting, the thoughts of the wicked are deceitful, false, deceptive, and crafty. 
There is of course a problem here, our sin nature: 
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jer 17:9 ESV)
BUT, there is good news: “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.” (Heb 8:10 ESV)
How’s your heart?


Vs 6 ¶  The words of the wicked lie in wait for blood, but the mouth of the upright delivers them.
The words of the wicked are traps, they take captive, they oppress, and destroy. They are pictured here by Solomon stealthily lying in wait, to injure, kill, steal, and destroy. 
BUT... the mouth of the upright delivers them. The mouth of the upright speak the truth, they share the good news of the gospel, they are a well of flowing water that bring healing.
Remember:
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits.” (Pr 18:21 ESV)
Use your words today to deliver those who are taken captive by the lies of the wicked. 


Vs 7 ¶  The wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of the righteous will stand.
First, a reminder about a simple reality. The wicked will one day be ultimately overthrown and will suffer separation from God and his grace.
It does not matter if they accept that, it does not matter if they believe that. Judgment awaits those who reject the Lord’s Christ (God’s wisdom) and let’s be honest, temporal judgments await those who reject God’s word (ask David).
BUT... The house of the righteous will stand. Much these days is said about leaving a legacy.
The legacy you and I should endeavor to leave is an example of following Jesus and obeying His word. That is a house, that is built on a rock and will indeed stand! 
Vs 8 ¶  A man is commended according to his good sense, but one of twisted mind is despised.
Men Solomon says that a man is commended according to his good sense. I think what he is saying is that men are sought out, men are commended, celebrated, praised and sought out due to good sense, due to wisdom (understanding).
Money may buy you fake friends, but possessing wisdom draws other men who desire to be wise to you!
BUT...  The one who has a twisted (perverse mind, an evil mind) is despised by those who are seeking wisdom. Possessing wisdom draws men who desire wisdom, while they have no interest (other than winning them to Christ) in a perverse person who rejects wisdom. 
Vs 9 ¶  Better to be lowly and have a servant than to play the great man and lack bread.
This is a simple yet profound proverb from the pen of the wisest man (apart from Christ who ever lived). 
We live in a world that claims the opposite. The world cries it is better to look like you possess much, to look like you fit the role. 
Solomon says the opposite, it is better to look like a pauper and yet have a servant, than to Play the great man, and not be able to afford food.
Image over substance, that is what Solomon is warning against and instead he reminds us that reality is much more important than image!

Vs 10 ¶  Whoever is righteous has regard for the life of his beast, but the mercy of the wicked is cruel.
Whoever is righteous. 
Positional righteousness – In Jesus
Practical righteousness – Following the teachings of Jesus. 
Whoever is righteous has concern even for the life of his beast, his animals that are under his care and supervision. 
This proverb argues from the lesser to the greater. If a man is merciful to his animals, how much more will he be to people. 
A person who is righteous is a person who is compassionate, gentle, and kind. That compassion filters to all areas of our life. Our wives, friends, children, neighbor, stranger, and even our animals. 
BUT... With the wicked, even their mercy is cruel, their kindness is harsh, their tenderness is hard and cold. 
Solomon is calling us to look at our lives and ask has God’s mercy infiltrated all areas of our lives?

Vs 11 ¶  Whoever works his land will have plenty of bread, but he who follows worthless pursuits lacks sense.
This is one of the major themes of the Proverbs, hard work is blessed by God. The one who rises early, the one who works hard, will have plenty of bread. 
This proverb is not dealing with overworking, it is not dealing with the ills of setting work above all other things, but it is reminding us that woven into God’s creation is the wisdom of work.
BUT... The one who instead pursues worthless things lacks (in the sense of by-passing hard work), will not be blessed, he will not have plenty of bread, indeed he shows a lack of sense, a lack of wisdom. 
“Whoever is slack in his work is a brother to him who destroys.” (Pr 18:9 ESV)
“The desire of the sluggard kills him, for his hands refuse to labor.” (Pr 21:25 ESV)
Vs 12 ¶  Whoever is wicked covets the spoil of evildoers, but the root of the righteous bears fruit.
The wicked person covets the spoil of evildoers. This is a mark of a person who is wicked at the heart they desire for what evil people have earned through their evil deeds. 
The righteous man is repulsed by the spoil of the evil doers, the wicked at heart covet after those spoils and is willing to mimic the behavior to earn them. Solomon will say this in Proverbs 24:
“1 ¶  Be not envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them, 2  for their hearts devise violence, and their lips talk of trouble.” (Pr 24:1-2 ESV)
The wicked person desires the spoils of the evildoer.
BUT... The root of the righteous bears fruit. The righteous bear fruit of peace and joy. We saw this proverb our last tie together:
“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise.” (Pr 11:30 ESV)







Vs 13 ¶  An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the righteous escapes from trouble.
This is yet another VERY common theme of the proverbs. An evil person will be ensnared by his own wicked lips.
“Whoever guards his mouth preserves his life; he who opens wide his lips comes to ruin.” (Pr 13:3 ESV)
Be careful, your own mouth can bring you into great trouble. In the proverbs the fool is slow to think and quick to speak, and is lips can ensnare him. 
“Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.” (Pr 29:20 ESV)
Our memory verse from chapter 10:
“When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent.” (Pr 10:19 ESV)
BUT... The righteous escape trouble. Implied but not stated, because they are slow to cast judgment, they are slow to leap to a decision, they are not hasty with opening their mouth, but instead quick to hear, to listen, to consider. 
“19 ¶  Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20  for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God.” (Jas 1:19-20 ESV)



Vs 14 ¶  From the fruit of his mouth a man is satisfied with good, and the work of a man’s hand comes back to him.
Men Solomon is reminding us that if we use our mouths for kind, spiritual, and wise words, God will reward us with satisfying honors. 
Our mouths can be used to advance God’s kingdom, if so, God will satisfy us with good.
The proverbs say a great deal about the mouth (44 times in Proverbs) and the tongue (19 times in Proverbs), one example:
“The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut off.” (Pr 10:31 ESV)

And.. the work of a man’s hand comes back upon him. It is not just our mouths, it is our hands as well. God detests slack hands, but God rewards hands that are diligent. 
“A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.” (Pr 10:4 ESV)






Vs 15 ¶  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice.
Men this is a well of wisdom in this Proverb.
Every fool is certain he is right. Of course he is!  
BUT... A wise man seeks advise (knowing that there is safety in a multitude of counselors) and a wise man listens to advice, knowing the foolish reject advice, because they know everything, thus proving they are foolish. 
One commentator said this: “To crawl out of this cesspool of human pride and rebellion, you must learn to mistrust, criticize, and resent your own thoughts. This is one of the toughest challenges of wisdom, for with powerful instincts and lusts you want to protect and follow your thoughts.”
Wisdom calls us to always remain humble and teachable. For a person who is no longer teachable is behaving as a fool.


Vs 16 ¶  The vexation (wrath, anger) of a fool is known at once, but the prudent ignores an insult.
A much as an unteachable spirit marks a fool, so does a quick-tempered anger mark a fool. 
Anger and wrath are powerful passions that through the power of the Spirit living within us we must bridle! 
“6  And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by hell. 7  For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8  but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.” (Jas 3:6-8 ESV)
As I meditated on the truth of the Proverb, Mike I thought of you, and I will not use his name. But the tongue can show us to be wise, or it can indicate we are yet a fool.
Apart from the power of the Holy Spirit, it cannot be tamed or bridled. 

Vs 17 ¶  Whoever speaks the truth gives honest evidence, but a false witness utters deceit.
This seems clear enough but look beyond the surface. The one who speaks the truth not only gives honest evidence (but as the KJV and HCSB) he declares what his right, he shows forth righteousness. 
There can be no righteousness that is not founded on the truth. If less than the truth is uttered, then we have muddied righteousness to that same degree.
Speaking the truth is a mark of a rightesous man. A man who has imputed righteousness and is attempting to live his life by the word of God.
BUT... A false witness utters deceit. In so doing they overthrow righteousness, they attack righteousness.  
In our study in Acts we have seen this over and over again, men who claim to be wise and righteous, making up charges against the apostles, against Stephen, against Paul. Proving that they are completely righteous, despite the outward show of righteousness.
Be certain my brothers and let’s learn this lesson together:
“Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who act faithfully are his delight.” (Pr 12:22 ESV)
Vs 18 ¶  There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
Here is another Proverb that we would do well to learn and to learn well. 
Our tongue, can be like sword thrusts wounding and destroying. Words stated in haste, words said in anger, damaging words are as powerful as sword thrusts into the body. What a picture. 
BUT...
The tongue of the wise brings healing. 
When people leave a conversation with us are they hemorrhaging or healing?  This does not mean we do not speak the truth, but it means we speak the truth in love, seasoned with gentleness, with the goal of restoration.  
“Death and life are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruits.” (Pr 18:21 ESV)
Vs 19 ¶  Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue is but for a moment.
Let’s reverse the order for impact.
A lying tongue is momentary. The lie will often be found out, the fraud will often be uncovered and it will bring with the uncovering humility and dishonor. 
Both in this life and possibly in the life to come.
BUT...
The truth and those who speak the truth endure. You never have to “remember what you said last time” when you tell the truth, you never have to wonder if you lie has been found out. 
God is the essence of truth and he cannot lie, while Satan is the father of lies. 




Vs 20 ¶  Deceit is in the heart of those who devise evil, but those who plan peace have joy.
Here is a Proverb that is only fully understood when the comparison if fully comprehended. 
Those whose hearts are filled with evil schemes, as evidenced by their evil plans will not experience joy.
Instead, those who devise evil will experience the opposite of joy, pain, misery, and loss. 
Remember: “What the wicked dreads will come upon him, but the desire of the righteous will be granted.” (Pr 10:24 ESV)
BUT, those who plan and pursue peace will have joy. 
Those who imagine evil against others will find it in their own laps, those who plan for peace will find joy in their laps.
Jesus said it this way: “"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (Mt 5:9 ESV)
One commentator said it this way: “If your words and advice to others are truth and peace, God will favor your life...”






Vs 21 ¶  No ill befalls the righteous, but the wicked are filled with trouble.
Again, the Proverbs deal with statistics, the most likely outcomes. There are exceptions to the rules, but generally speaking...
Evil, ill, trouble or disaster, will not overtake the righteous (faith in Christ, following his word). A principle in this life, a hard cold reality in the next. 
BUT... The wicked are filled with trouble. Sin does not pay, to walk in sin is to walk contrary to wisdom and it will result in a life filled with trouble.
“The LORD preserves all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.” (Ps 145:20 ESV)

Vs 22 ¶  Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who act faithfully are his delight.
This is a simple and clear proverb and one that is oft repeated in the Bible, namely God hates lying, it is an abomination. Lying according to Solomon stirs the moral outrage of God! Equally, “lying lips” is used here as a synecdoche for a fool.
“16  There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him: 17  haughty eyes, a lying tongue...” (Pr 6:16-17a ESV)
BUT... those who act faithfully are his delight. As sons of God, he has not withheld anything from us. But when we follow the ways of king Jesus, when we are honest and truthful, He takes delight in what we are doing. 
He does not love of less, when we act unfaithful, but it can excite the need for discipline, much like it does when our children lie. But He does delight in our paths when we are truthful and honest. 

Vs 23 ¶  A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims folly.
A prudent man is able to be quiet, he does not always have to speak. A wise man is one (empowered by the Holy Spirit) who is able to bridle his tongue. 
Solomon has said much about a wise man being able to restrain his words until the right time.
“A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back.” (Pr 29:11 ESV)
BUT... the heart of the fool pours forth folly. From the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks and the mouth of a fool never shuts. 
“The heart of the righteous ponders how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.” (Pr 15:28 ESV)
One of you provided me with this enlightening comparison. We have been given one mouth and two ears. Equally, the one mouth we can shut, but we cannot shut our two ears. Lesson there in our design?
Vs 24 ¶  The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to forced labor.
This proverb reminds us that hard work in the end, works! God blesses hard work, this principle is woven into God’s good creation. 
Talent, skill, learning, and diligence create an unstoppable force, but remove diligence and you have removed God’s blessing and God’s success. 
This proverb is not addressing an out of balance approach to work, but rather focusing on the need to be diligent in all that we pursue. Diligence can make up for shortfalls in talent, learning, and skill.
The hand of the diligent will rule!
BUT... The slothful (lazy), he disdains hard work, he refuses to push himself, and he will end up oppressed and a servant to others. The slothful rarely rise to be in charge, but instead sink to be ruled over. 
“A slack hand causes poverty, but the hand of the diligent makes rich.” (Pr 10:4 ESV)
“Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger.” (Pr 19:15 ESV)



Vs 25 ¶  Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad.
Anxiety, fear, heaviness, worry, or sorrow, weighs a man down. This is absolutely true and requires little commentary. We have all been there. 
BUT... A good word makes him glad. 
Here is wisdom, you and I should be ambassador of good words. We do not have to find the flaw in everything we see, look for what is good, wholesome, loving and right, focus our comments on those things, especially in the community of faith!
The mouth, which can be the source of vile statements, can and rather should be the source of living water that makes glad hearts!
Vs 26 ¶  One who is righteous is a guide to his neighbor, but the way of the wicked leads them astray.
All men may be created equal, but all men are not equal. The righteous man is a guide to his neighbor, the righteous guides his neighbors into a relationship with God through Christ thus guiding them to eternal life. 
The righteous man is a blessing to his neighbor.
BUT... the way of the wicked leads a man’s neighbors astray. The worldly man pursuing worldly things will whether on purpose or unintentionally lead his neighbors in the same worthless pursuits. 
May you and I be guides to eternal life to our neighbors!
Vs 27 ¶  Whoever is slothful will not roast his game, but the diligent man will get precious wealth. 
The slothful man is the lazy man, he starts many projects and finishes few. Ultimately the slothful man will not roast his game. 
The analogy is of a hunter, who goes out with the ultimate goal of having dinner. The slothful, will not enjoy the fruits of his labor for he will quit along the way. 
BUT... the diligent man, the persevering man, the man who pushes through trials and difficulties, the diligent man will obtain what he is seeking, in this case wealth, in the above case he will enjoy the dinner. 
“The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied.” (Pr 13:4 ESV)
Men may we be diligent in all our pursuits.



Vs 28 ¶  In the path of righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death. 
Two proverbs back we were told that the righteous is a guide to his neighbor, here we are told the path of the righteous leads to life. 
This is doubly true. First, it leads to abundant life in this life, but it also leads to eternal life in the next life. 
AND... in the path of righteousness there is no death. Possessing the righteousness of Christ is certainty of the ultimate defeat of death in our lives!
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” (Joh 5:24 ESV)
Men we end here, pursue life, eternal life that is found only in Jesus!
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