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Daniel 
Lesson #1 (Integrity)
Daniel 1:1-21
Author and Title:

The book of Daniel is written by Daniel in the sixth century BC and records the events of his life and the visions that he saw from the time he was taken captive and relocated to Babylon until he was a man who was nearly 90 years old. 

Setting the Stage:
The northern ten tribes, known collectively as Israel had fallen to the Assyrians in 721/22BC. This was due to their unfaithfulness to Yahweh. The two southern tribes known of Judah, should have repented, but instead continued to disobey Yahweh. 
This resulted in God using the Babylonian empire as an instrument of his judgment against the nation of Judah and in particular the capital of Jerusalem. This occurred in three waves. The first wave in 605BC, this is when Daniel and his three friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were taken captive. The second wave came in 597BC when others were taken captive including Ezekiel. The third and final wave was in 586BC, this is when Jerusalem fell, and the temple was destroyed. 

Contemporaries with Daniel:
A reasonable estimate is that Daniel was roughly 17 years old when he was taken captive. If this is correct, he was born around 622. This indicates that Daniel was alive for most of Jeremiah’s life and ministry as well as Ezekiel’s life and ministry.  

Date and Setting:

The life of Daniel is set in Babylon is the sixth century BC. It begins with the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar “In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah” (Dan 1:1) (605 BC). The final date mentioned in the book is “the third year of Cyrus king of Persia (Dan 10:1) (537BC). This means that we are exposed to a span of some 70 years of Daniel’s life, from his captivity as a young man (Dan 1) until he is probably nearly 90 years old. 

The city of Babylon reached its zenith under Nebuchadnezzar II who reigned from 606-562 BC. He restored and enlarged the ancient city making it the largest city seen in the world up until that time.
The City of Babylon:
The capital city of Babylon, which we will talk more about in the coming weeks was an amazing fortress, incredibly beautiful, and filled with pagan temples. 
The city was surrounded by a wall, with fortified gates, a mote, and a river ran through the center of the city. Again, this appeared to be an impenetrable fortress, yet it fell to Cyrus the Persian in 539BC. We will talk about that when we get there. 
Theme:

The central theme, and the theme we must continually keep before us is God’s sovereignty over history and empires. Yahweh is the one who sets them up and pulls them down. He is the one who appoints kings and even kingdoms of His own sovereign choosing. 

But there is another important theme, another thread if you will, namely the thread of God’s compassion, love, and watch care over his people, even in a foreign land. God loves, cares for, and even uses His people for his glory, even in Babylon. 

Purpose and Occasion:
The book of Daniel breaks into two halves, each which has its own genre. The first six chapters contain the narratives from the lives of Daniel and his three friends (Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednego). The court stories exemplify the lives of faithful living, in a pagan nation, even as a prisoner (at a minimum as exiles). 
They show the lives of four boys who become men, who faithfully serve their pagan masters, while remaining completely faithful to their God. Any time that serving these two masters comes in conflict, service to God always prevailed. These boys, who become men, can teach us how to work in a pagan world, while being loyal to a pagan boss, yet never compromising our supreme loyalty to God. 

The second six chapters contain apocalyptic visions, which are all designed to reassure God’s people that despite the appearance of the present situation (regardless of how bad it appears), God is in control and will ultimately be victorious. The Kingdom of Heaven will ultimately put down the kingdoms of this world. It also teaches another important lesson and that is God is very aware of the suffering and the needs off His children and will bring their trials and tribulations to an ultimate and glorious end when He established His Kingdom. 

An interesting fact about Daniel: The book begins in Hebrew, switches to Aramaic from chapter 2-8 (2:4-7:28), and then returns to Hebrew until the end of chapter 12. 

Most of us prefer for things to start at the beginning, continue without interruption, and finish at the end. It is important to note that this is a distinctively Western mind-set (perhaps, the product of the influence of Aristotle and his logic). In Daniel, we must unlearn this straight-line view of things, if we are to feel the full force of the prophet. In Daniel we encounter a structure that Theologians have called “progressive parallelism”: a style of presentation in which the author takes us from the beginning to the end of a sequence of events and then returns to the beginning to describe them again, this time in different terms and/or from a different perspective. 
Background:
In roughly 931 BC Solomon died, his son, Rehoboam, was the rightful heir to the throne.  The people asked Rehoboam to ease the hard labor that Solomon had put on them, he took the bad advice of his friends, rather than the good advice of his father’s counselors, and told them life would be harder.  This caused a split between the northern 10 tribes of Israel, and the two southern tribes of Benjamin and Judah, called Judah.  Jeroboam a very evil man became the first king of the northern tribes and Rehobaom became the king of the two southern tribes.

The ten northern tribes went into complete apostasy worshipping false gods.  Even setting up false worship places. This went for roughly 200 years before God had had enough!  The 10 tribes of Israel (the northern Kingdom) went into Assyrian Captivity in 721/22 BC when the capital of Samaria fell.  This should have been a call to turn from idolatry for the southern tribes. 
But the nation of Judah continued to worship false God’s and God’s promised judgment fell upon them also, and they went into Babylonian captivity beginning in 650 and completely in 587/88 BC.

Our Text:
1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the vessels in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both royal family and of the nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the king's palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the end of that time they were to stand before the king. 6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.

Vs 1 - The first thing that jumps out is the clear historicity of this book.  
Vs 2 - Notice, it was not Nebuchadnezzar’s military prowess that resulted in Jerusalem falling to him. Rather, it was the fact the Lord gave Jehoiakim, King of Judah and the entire city into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar.

Why would God, give his King, the king over his covenant people into the hands of a wicked and pagan nation and a wicked and pagan king?

We are told in multiple places; I will provide you with one of those examples:

27 "But if in spite of this you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me, 28 then I will walk contrary to you in fury, and I myself will discipline you sevenfold for your sins. 29 You shall eat the flesh of your sons, and you shall eat the flesh of your daughters. 30 And I will destroy your high places and cut down your incense altars and cast your dead bodies upon the dead bodies of your idols, and my soul will abhor you. 31 And I will lay your cities waste and will make your sanctuaries desolate, and I will not smell your pleasing aromas. 32 And I myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled at it. 33 And I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. [Lev 26:27-33 ESV]

Also, to set this in history (Jer 25:1-11):

“The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of Judah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah (that was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), which Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem: "For twenty-three years, from the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, to this day, the word of the LORD has come to me, and I have spoken persistently to you, but you have not listened. You have neither listened nor inclined your ears to hear, although the LORD persistently sent to you all his servants the prophets, saying, ‘Turn now, every one of you, from his evil way and evil deeds, and dwell upon the land that the LORD has given to you and your fathers from of old and forever. Do not go after other gods to serve and worship them, or provoke me to anger with the work of your hands. Then I will do you no harm.’ Yet you have not listened to me, declares the LORD, that you might provoke me to anger with the work of your hands to your own harm. "Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words, behold, I will send for all the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding nations. I will devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. Moreover, I will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the grinding of the millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole land shall become a ruin and a waste, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.” (Jer 25:1-11 ESV)

Vs 2 - We are reminded of two of the points we will discuss throughout this book:

1) God is sovereign over all of History (in this case the Lord gave Jehoiakim over into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand)

2) We are reminded of this conflict between Babylon and Jerusalem is really a conflict between God (Yahweh and the false gods of Babylon). It is the age-old conflict between God and Satan

Vs 2 – Also notice he took many items out of the house of God and brought them to the house of his God in the land of Shinar.

An interesting connection: 
“Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly." And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth."” (Ge 11:1-4 ESV)

Vs 2 - God allowed articles from the temple to be taken all the way from Jerusalem and placed into the temple of Nebo.  History tells us that although Marduk was the patron God of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar worshipped Nabu or Nebo. The God of art, wisdom, and literature.
Vs 3 - We see that they carried of people from Jerusalem, noticed they carried off:

a) Youths
b) King’s descendants (House of David)
c) Nobles

The goals of the Nebuchadnezzar are easy to detect:
1) Isolate (to serve in the King’s palace)

2) Indoctrinate (teach and appoint food from the king’s table)

3) Assimilate (new names)

Vs 6 – 7 - We are introduced to the four Jewish men who will be the focus of most of this book:
	Jewish Name
	Meaning
	Babylonian Name
	Meaning

	Daniel
	God is my judge
	Belteshazzar
	Bel protect his life

	Hananiah
	Yahweh is gracious
	Shadrach
	Command of Aku

	Mishael
	Who is what God is?
	Meshach
	Who is like Aku

	Azariah
	Yahweh has helped
	Abed-Nego
	Servant of Nebo


The goal is to take the best and the brightest of Judah and eradicate any national or religious connection with Yahweh, Israel, and Jerusalem. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king's food, or with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to allow him not to defile himself. 9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, "I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king." 11 Then Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 "Test your servants for ten days; let us be given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the appearance of the youths who eat the king's food be observed by you, and deal with your servants according to what you see." 14 So he listened to them in this matter, and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king's food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to drink, and gave them vegetables.

Vs 8 - Tells us a great deal about the character of these four men and the four points that flow through that would be great points for our lives a Christians:

The goals of the Nebuchadnezzar are easy to detect, Daniel’s conduct is easy to uncover:
1) Purposed in advance, not to defile himself

2) Acted in great boldness, he requested that he might not defile himself

3) Acted in great humility, with even a winsome characteristic (requested of the chief eunuch, offered a win-win alternative plan)

4) Trusted God to show up and to show out 

Vs 9 - God gave them favor. This is a prayer I have often prayed for myself and my wife. 
Vs 10 - The chief of the eunuchs considers the matter but has some concerns. 
Vs 11 – 13 - So Daniel sets up a win-win condition. 
Vs 15 - As we might guess: At the end of ten days, it was seen that they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the king's food.
Vs 16 – Thus the steward “took away” the king’s diet and gave them vegetables and water (only). God rewards their faithfulness to Him, even when no one else is watching!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end of the time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. 20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king inquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus.

Vs 17 – As for these four boys who would become men… God gave them learning and skill in all literature and wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.
Vs 18 - At the end of the days – (the three years!) these four were brought before Nebuchadnezzar.

Vs 19 - The king “interviewed” them and found that among all the “wise men” of Babylon, NONE were like these four.

Vs 20 - In “all matters” of wisdom and understanding Nebuchadnezzar found them “ten times” better that the magicians and astrologers of his court!

Vs 21 - For this reason Daniel continued in various forms of leadership in Babylon all the way until the first year of a King called Cyrus. 
From 605BC to 539BC, nearly 70 years!

The goals of the Nebuchadnezzar are easy to detect, Daniel’s conduct is easy to uncover, and God’s response is easy to see:
1) He blessed them physically: Vs 15- their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies
2) He blessed their mental abilities: Vs 20: And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm
3) He blessed them spiritually: Vs 17: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.
4) He blessed them socially: as you read verses 17-20 and as you see the rest of the book unfold, these Hebrew boys who would become men held key leadership positions in the court of Babylon. 

a. God gave them favor with men.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How Does This Text Point to Christ?

To the human eye it appeared the Nebuchadnezzar’s God (Nebo) had won, and Yahweh had lost. In fact, to the human eye, it appeared all was lost. Jerusalem had fallen to Nebuchadnezzar, the choicest men and women had either died during the siege or were taken captive to Babylon. The temple had been destroyed and many articles of the temple had been taken and placed into the treasury of Nebuchadnezzar’s God. It is important to note that this all happened because of Judah’s sin and idolatry. 

What the human eye could not see is God had another plan going the whole time. He was sending some of his choicest soldiers, men who trusted and obeyed him, behind enemy lines, into the fortified pagan city of Babylon. He was placing men who would live out a real and vibrant faith in Yahweh, within the city of the world, with a mission to live out their faith and point men and women to the real city of God (faith in Yahweh).  

These four beautifully typify another Hebrew who will arrive in roughly 600 years. He too, would travel to a foreign land to bear witness of the one true God. We know this Jew well, his mother named him Jesus. Like Daniel and his companions, Jesus left home, willing embraced and interacted with a sinful and hostile world, yet without defying himself. Like these Hebrew boys he found favor with God and man. As Nebuchadnezzar was amazed at the wisdom of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, even as a boy Jesus’ teachers, and later in life even his opponents were amazed at his understanding and his answers.

Jesus Christ is the greater Daniel, the greater Hananiah, the greater Mishael, and the greater Azariah. Jesus refused to compromise when he faced the emperor behind the emperor – Satan. Now there is a certain irony in all this that is hard to miss. It is grace filled and gospel rich! Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah will give a faithful witness before Ashpenaz and Nebuchadnezzar and will be brought to live in the king’s palace. Jesus, in contrast would give a faithful witness before Herod and Pilate and be nailed to a cross. Yet, by his death all who trust him will live forever with the King of kings and Lord of lords in his eternal palace. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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